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THOMAS 'MAG ^^N\:^ « 
2^ Sum/ner-hai, DubUn, 

* The idea o/makliuc title at this time <rf Akj Va t\fti«^^'*^ 



Since this Work went to press the House of Lords has 
affirmed a decision of Lord Langdale in the Bolls, in the 
case of The Skinners* Company against the Irish Society. 
JIhe principle of the decision is this, that the Irish So- 
ciety is a trustee of the Crown and of ^ City of London 
only for public and poUtical purposes, and that although 
it is bound to divide the surplus remaining in hands, 
after working out these purposes, amongst the London 
Companies — Grocers, Fishmongers, Drysalters — yet no 
single (Company has a right to an account from the So- 
ciety. It was a decision on grounds of technical equity, 
having no general interest, except so far as the history 
of the Plantation was introduced. It has certainly 
given unlimited powers of extravagant expenditure in 
tavern bills and travelling expenses, and the like, to the 
Society. — Reports of Cases adjudged in the Rolls* Court 
during the time of Lord Langdale, by Charles Beavan, 
vol. vii., .part iii., p. 598. See Chapter VIL of this 
Work. 
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CONFISCATION OP ULSTER. 



CHAPTEE I. 

• 

Acoesflion of James the Fint^ Act of Oblivion — ^Szten- 
sion of the English law to Ireland — ^Persecution of 
Boman Cat&oli(»— -Bisings in WaterJbrd and Corfc^ 
l^ies set upon the Great Earl. 

On the 5th April, 1603, James the Furst ascended 
the throne which had been just vacated bj one 
of the ablest sovereigns that ever wielded the 
EngHsh' sceptre. Surronnded by a nation of 
courtiers, his progress to London was a continual 
triumph. He was received with the wildest 
transports ; and the people hurried from all 8id«^ 
with unreflecting loyalty, to we\co"mftlo\3^&^i3o2t<so^ 
the £r8t of the Stuarts. 
No English monarch had commetwsft^^'^ w^ga 
under better auspices. The des^^Att %««^voa <: 

B 



14 THE CONFISCATION OF ULSTER. 

his predecessor had removed every difficulty of 
government in England, and James's title, though 
far from being unquestionable, was freely ad- 
mitted by the people. The vices of his character 
had not yet disclosed themselves ; and a tumul- 
tuous joy hailed the accession of one of the worst 
and weakest of the English kings. 

And in Ireland James was the first monarch 
who enjoyed entire dominion. After a war of 
several years' duration, in which the English 
power was nearly destroyed, and in which Eng- 
land triumphed only by the profound policy of 
Mountjoy, Hugh O'Neill* had submitted to do 
homage to the crown, and to waive the hereditary 
honours of his name for the title of an English 
earl. But Elizabeth, to whom the merit of the 
conquest of Ireland is justly attributed, did not 
live to enjoy her own success. The capitulation 
with Hugh O'Neill was not signed until after 
her death, and probably would never have been 

• Hugh O'Neill, created Earl of Tyrowen by Eliza, 
beth, was son of Mathew of Dungannon, who was son 
of Conn O'Neill the Lame. The latter was the first 
O'Neill who accepted an English earldom. Conn had 
other sons, and one of them was a most distinguished 
chieftain of Tyrowen, John the Proud. On the death 
of John, Tirlogh Lynnogh O'Neill was invested with the 
Principality of l^rowen, but Hugh haying made inter'^ 
est witii EUzabeth, obtained both the lands and earldom, 
some proYiflion having been made for the security and 
well-being of Tirlogh Xynnogh. After Hugh's invest- 
ment, he shortly threw off his foreign honours, as« 
sumed the ancient title of *' The O'Neill," and led hia 
cormt/jmen, through the course of a long aod brilliant 
inw, sgmasttbeEngUah, Hia biography WiQX\s>T^fl^xftsi^|^ 
eUfgraealsdr told in MtchQVa «*Ialeo£ Hx^ftxO^^^x;; o. 
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coikt^lnded by the Irish Chief if he had been 
aware of the remoyal of his formidable enemj. 
This was, however, wisely concealed by the Lord 
Dejpnty until O'Neill's submission was complete ; 
and thus it was reserved for James to enjoy the 
fruits of a conquest achieved by the wisdom and 
policy of his predecessor. 

Hugh O'Neill gnd Roderick O'Donnell* were 

* Boderick O'Donnell, Earl of T}TconDell, and chieftain 
of the ancient race of Tyrconnell (no'w Donegal^ Yi&b bro- 
ther of one of the most remarkable men of his dajr, 
Hugl Koe O'DonneU, or Red Hugh O'Donnell. Eed 
HugL, well knowing ihe comparative merit of the men, 
marched his army into Tyrowen, and compelled Tir- 
logh Lynnogh to resign the principality of Tyrowen in 
favour of Hugh O'Neill. He carried on incessant war 
•gainst the English and their allies. He defeated Sir ^ohn 
]No<m8, Earl of Kildare, and Lord Burrows, and assisted 
Hugh O'Neill in defeating and killing liflarshal Bagenal 
at the Battle of the Yellow Eord on the Blackwater. 
Three of these English generals were killed on the field 
of battle. He marched with Hugh O'Neill to relieve 
Kinsale in 1602, where these two distinguished friends 
differed about the honour of leading the attack upon the 
English ; the consequence was, a want of concert amongst 
the troops, and the irreparable destruction of the Irish 
League against Elizabeth. After the defeat before Kin- 
sale, Hugh O'Donnell went to Spain to induce Philip to 
hrrade Ireland. He fared badly in this mission, and 
worn out with vexation of spirit and the fatigues of war, 
be died at Simancas, near Yalladolid, 10th September, 
1601. His brother Roderick was created Earl of Tyr- 
eonnell by patent of 29th September, 1(;03. The King's 
letter creating Roderick earl, is a valuable Vi\%v^xv^vi^ 
docinnettt, and will be found in ^\t\^*^\\wxv "^^SJwkhJ.^ 
to«^/r of the O'Donnells, p. 1^5 oi \v\a AtiUtiudrVo-ij^. 
iMfedmes* Part 1. After his fticht vj\\\\ ^^vJkv Vf>«»^ 
^e imsjttami^ With his brother CaVva^Vv. ^^^^^S^ 
Borne 28th July, 1617, and was \>YiTVeeL m xV^ ^^^"^ 
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carried to London in a state of honourable cap* 
tivity; a formidable escort attended tbem on 
their journey, not to reflect lustre on their arri- 
val, but to protect them from the vindictive fury 
of the people, who could scarcely be withheld 
from laying violent hands upon those ** wicked 
and ungrateful traitors by whose rebellion so 
many of their friends had fallen."* 

Their reception at the court was of a flattering 
description ; they were welcomed by James with 
marks of distinguished favour ;| Roderick O'Don- 
nell was created Earl of Tyrconnell; Hugh 
O'Neill was confirmed in his Earldom of Tyr- 
owen, and in all his properties and possessions; 
the submission of the leaders in the great war 
was complete and unreserved, and all was pre- 
pared ^' for a final establishment of the English 
power upon the basis of equal laws and civilized 
customs.":^ 

James's first measures were conciliatory. He 
published an Act of Oblivion and Indemnity by 
proclamation under the great seal, whereby aU 
oflences against the Crown, and all ofiTences 
amongst subjects, committed before his acces- 
sion were pardoned and extinguished, never 

St. Francis. A branch of this illustrious family is set- 
tied in Spain, of which are the Conde de Abispal and 
his brothers. Another O'Donnell married a princess of 
Cantucacine, one of the descendants of the Greek Em- 
perors of Constantinople and Trebisonde Sir TK JJe- 

tham*8 Ant. Res. p. 192. 

• Leland's *« History of Ireland/* vol. 2, p. 417- 
/ "Me (Tyrowen) was graciousVy Tecwj^^ >b^ ^aa^ \ 
-king; and returned with honoura." — Borlase, ^. \^, 
/ HaUoiu 's • * Constitutional Hiatoxy ^ ^^^ ^^ "&• ^^ 
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to be revived or called into further question.* 
The peasants, tillers of the soil, mechanics, and 
artizans, hitherto, as Leland says, left under the 
tyranny of their chieftains, were received into 
the king's immediate protection. If we are to 
believe the flatterer of James, his measures 
were of such a nature, and bred such comfort 
and security in the hearts of all men, as that 
thereupon ensued the calmest and most universal 
peace that ever was seen in Ireland.f Sheriffs, 
the first of those officers of English law that 
ever administered its provisions in the old prin- 
cipalities of O'Neill and O'Donnell, were ap- 
pointed in counties which had owned the su- 
^emacy of the two great Northern chieftains4 
Tyrowen and Tyrconnell were converted into 
shires, and the territorial divisions of baronies and 
counties became universal over Ulster ; Judges 
of Assize held their circuits in every quarter; 
and Sir Edmund Pelham accompanied by Sir John 
Da vies visited, in their judicial capacity, all the 
counties in the North, a visitation, as the latter 
quaintly remarks, which, though distasteful to 
the Irish lords, ** was sweet and most welcome to 

• Sir JohnDavieB* ** Causes," p. 196, Dublin ed. 1737. 

J Ibid. p. 197. 
** 1603. Sir George Carey, Treasurer at War, June 
I, was made Lord Deputy ; he, in the first year of his 
majesty's reign, made the first sheriffs that ever serred 
In l^rowen and Tyrconnell, and fthoTt\y aS\.«t %rsqX ^m 
Edmund Pelbam, Chief Baron, and Svt 3o\fliT>w\s». ^ 
Jreiand, the Srst Justices of Assize in \\io«& ecroxiXTv.^, 
^Ju'cb were welcome to the eommona, \\io\^^ ^?*V^a 
alto the Irisb I/ords."— BorZase's Reduction of Ireiaua 
/«* Oroum of Enalandy p. 186. 
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the common people." But lords and common jieo- 
ple had yet to learn what things could be wroogbt 
under the semblance of English law^ and what 
was the true import of that protection into which 
they had been graciously received. 

As a preliminary measure towards the esta- 
blishment of English power, the old laws and 
customs of Tanistry and Gavelkind, and all ^' cu^ 
tings, coeherings, and sessings"* were abolished, 
and the English law of inheritance^ and English 



• Coigne and Livery, Cuttings and Cosherings, were 
▼ftrionfl names for the several forms of contributioa 
which an Irish Chieftain was entitled to receive from hii 
clansmen, or, as English writers universally phrased it» 
from his ** tenants.'* ** Coigne and Livery" meant 
manVmeat and liorse-meat {Speiuer's State of Ireland), 
which a chief seems to have been invested with power 
to require in rather indefinite quantities, according to 
the exigencies of his station; and " Coshering*' was the 
privilege of the chieftain to make progresses among his 
clan, and live, with all his train, at their expense; 
" wherein he did eat them," says Sir John Davies, <■ out 
of house and home." — Historical Tracts, p. 134. Sir 
John, indeed, who was a main instrument in establish- 
ing the new systems of tenure, is highly indignant against 
the old, whicli he says **made the lord an absolute ty- 
rant, and the tenant a very slave and villein" — ^belng 
unable apparently to understand the fact, which, how- 
ever, is indisputable, that the Chieftain was not a **lord," 
nor the clansmen "tenants," much less "villeins;" 
that all these "cosherings," &c were the ancient pay- 
ments which custom required every clan to make to its 
elected leader; and that, fur from being oppressive, they 
were gladly submitted to by every clan without excep- I 
iioa, *'for their common saying,** aay* ^Vi»»«t, '^^v^, I 
SSpendme and i^efend me** — a \A^"«^ y^YvVch c\&«:d9Vc^&. 
&ites the mntiuil obligations of dViei asv<V v«^°^\si, wi^5;5s» 
^ode JD which they were to be diwiUax^ed. 
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tenures substituted in their stead. The '^ Com- 
mission of Grace" issued,* and in pursuance cf 
its provisions most of the Irish lords yielded their 
estates to the crown, and received them again under 
the English titles of Knight Service or Ounmon 
Soccage ; inquisitions were holden into the amount 
of land possessed by the chieftains, in order thai 
none of them should receive a re-grant of more 
than what was actually in his possession ; and the 
tenants under each lord, relieved of uncertain con^ 
tributions and exactions, held their lands subject 
to an annual rent and by free tenure.f 

* LaBcelles 'says "The CommlBsion of Grace wof 
merely a device for raising money. Lawyers were the 
financiers of the day. And this device of a new tenuse 
was a mere tax, ever renewable like a phomix, but not 
BO fabulous. Though these Commigsiont of Grace are 
interlarded with many specious professions of ' pity for 
the poor* — * love of justice' — * the prosper!^, trade, 
and commerce of the countrjr* — ' civility'— 4uid ^e 
like ; yet so is every declaration even of war, which is 
sure to lay prostrate all those blessings. We might as 
well believe the preambles of many statutes, whidi, 
nevertheless, every man of common sense knows are 
nothing else but the pretexts, not the true reasons of the 
law." — Liber munerum pvblicantm Hibemue under the 
heading of Res gesta Anghrum in Hibemia, chapter 6, 
p. 47, being a very exceUent history of Irelimd by Mr. 
X4ucelle8 of the Middle Temple. 

i These changes, which would at the first fjLanoe appear 
,io be beneficial to the people, were suggested by a far-see- 
^im^poKcy, having averydifierentobiJect. The destruction 
^'j^fme custom of Tanistry rooted out the veary \^cuQfi.v 
I ,j^9 ^ Insh government — Section *, Kud wSifiiCL \\> ^%^^^«sv- 
' fmi^ sTTBtem of clanship which is io^m^L ^TS«dca^^^ 
'bi^ksrjr af Ireland from the earUeat \ws3CvcA%, VM**«;'^'' 
^thPjRr ^^' I70,y and whiclipTiQ^pta^^^y=5^*^^ 
Mt tfncf OKI the other inatktutaoa ol i^»2s«Ktoaft.v 'Va 
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In thiB scheme of goyernment, which at one 
blow destroyed the institutions, habits, lawB^ 
and customs of ages, which substituted one 
form of civilization for another essentially dif- 
ferent> there was, to the ejes of an Englishman, 
much apparent wisdom. The ancient laws of 
Ireland had been tried, say English writen^ 
and were found not to be beneficial. From 
the customs of Tanistry and. Gavelkind, and 
from the subdivision of power amongst the 
numerous chieftains, resulted incessant conten- 
tions, which rendered any great National move- 
ment unlikely, if not impossible, and fatally 
Impeded the progress of the people to refine- 
ment and high civilization. A social system 
without any settled appropriation of property,* 

latter made all landfl the common property of the sept» 
for, on the death of the F^ince, his Tanist (who dorkig 
his life time had been elected to sncceed him) asiemblad 
the Bept, and made a partition of all the lands amoi^ 
them. This was a system quite di£Eerent from So 
Anglo-Norman, or feudal, forms of social organizationt 
and was certainly unfavourable to agricultural im- 
provement. But the English monarchs saw a greater 
evil in it. It gave the princes only a life-estate-.- 
a restricted and not descendible interest; and the life 
estate only, and not the remainder, was forfeitable by 
Reason. By giving the ** fee-simple*' to the Chief, his 
estates became subject to the law of Forfeiture ; and 
what was more important to the objects of England, the 
sept lost that common bond of interest and union with 
the Chief, which gave them power and consequence. A 
similar result occurred in the system of Highland clsn- 
ship in Scotland by amilar policy. 
* ^^72ie ituita of the Irish GavenKmA ^aa \Kfe \K^jii. 
deeoJstioB of the country. Wlien the "Eaxg"^^ co^«a^ 
tiw ibrtjle aeiJidB of Ulster/ they foxmd anidVed^^xtv %»» 
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and with no established line of hereditary des- 
cent, divided and contentious, where all differ- 
ences were brought to the arbitrament of the 
sword, or decided by a code in which the punish- 
ment for the gravest crimes was commuted to 
pecuniary mulcts ; — a military system capable of 
producing the noblest instances of heroism, and 
occasion^ly of gallantly resisting foreign inva- 
sion, but incapable of aifonling permanent inter- 
nal security, gave way before a newer and more 
vigorous order of things, and yielded, not without 
honourable resistance, to the arms and policy of 
an united enemy.* It is jnow a matter of mere 
speculation whether, if Ireland *' had not tempted 

the general subjugation of the Celtic tribes, who*, though 
gifted, and in no ordinary degree, with strength, cou- 
rage, and intelligence, have yielded to every stranger, 
may probably be traced to their stubborn adherence to 
this system, which annihilated all inducements to indoB- 
try, destroyed the sources of individual opulence, and 
exposed the nation at large to all the evils of sloth and 
indolence.'* — Sir F. Palgrave's Rise and Progreaa of the 
English Commonwealth^ vol. 1, p. 75. He says that 
Gavelkind Is a yariation of an universal Teutonic cus- 
tom. 

* Noble instances occur in Irish history of resistance to 
foreign aggression. The very crimes and abominations 
committed by the Danes prove how violent and persever- 
ing must have been the opposition of the Irish to the 
northern invaders. The most signal triumph over foreign 
enemies was acliieved by Brian, a wise and succeas&L 
usurper, who had nearly consolidated rnVx^orwii \kw«8w 
the entire monarchical power of Irelaiid. 13l%A.V^ w>rro'^ 
the bloody and glorious triunipli of CVoiitaTi,\ia\xa.^'^^ 
baps have completed his scheme of vriac \x«v3ltv^^^^^^ ^ 
realized in bia own person, or in that o£ ona oS-^a*^^ 
dantd, the theory contained in tlio XcxX, ^ca2»xc»^ 

B 3 
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the cupidity of her neigbbours, there would have 
ariflen in the course of time some Egbert or Ha- 
rold Harfager to consolidate the provincial king- 
doms into one hereditary monarchy/'* It is 
most probable that such a consummation might 
have been effected ; but the spirit of adventure 
carried the invader to the shores of Ireland be- 
fore her Legislator appeared, and the country fell 
■beneath the internal dissensions of her own sons 
as much as by the force and treachery of a 
foreign foe. It has been her unfortunate lot that 
those who, after the loss of her independence, 
obtained power in Ireland, perpetuated those 
evils — ruling first by the conflicting interests of 
different races, and afterwards by the angrier 
iantagonism of different creeds. This policy will 
develope itself in the course of this narrative. 

Aftw the final and irreparable defeat of Hugh 
CyNeill, but little resistance was offered to thte 
introduction of English law in Ulster. In a few 
years the entire province was under its control ; 
it was filled with English garrisons ;f patrolled by 

he Mlea when contentions arose between his sons and 
the chief of another tribe, who laid claim to the throne 
of Munster ; and on their march homewards the former 
were oppos^ by the Prince of Obbotj, Mac Gilla Fa- 
trick, who demanded hostages. **Hostoges or battle?** 
*<Let it be then battle," said the sons of Brian, **fQr 
never within the memory of man did a prince of the race 
of Brian giye hostages to a Mac Gilla Patrick." T^ 
sequel of this characteristic episode Is given in one of 
Moore's exquisite melodies. 
*Hallam*B "Constitutional History ," <3fi. A^, ^, 4R^, 
- '/ '' The following list of garriBon8\ie\^\fy \Safc^xV<as^*^ 
Vistar^ in Mttr, 1603, compiled from TsJlorjec^xi, vHm,V,\< 
rs, 1S5, 253} and u. 131, 184, iK», '^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
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English Judges of Assise ; and the public peace 
was confided to the guardianship of Sheriffs. There 
was no trace of Irish customs, the new order of 
things was established without difficultj, and the 
natives ^* were for the first time admitted to the 
privileges of subjects."* Peace, the daughter of 
famine and the sword, was proclaimed throughout 
the devastated districts of Ulster ; and the time 
had indeed arrived when it had become possible 
for England to lay the foundations of her power 
widely and securely in the soil of Ireland^-^ 
*' Equal laws and civilized customs" had been 
proclaimed through the lan^ ; the English judges 
every half year (like good planets in their seve- 
ral spheres and circlesf ) carried the light and in* 
fluence of justice round about the kingdom $ and 



some idea of tke militaiy state of the proyinoe :. 
Newiy, 100 men ; Lecale, or Bownpatriok, infilnding 
Dandrom and Aidglass, 200 ; Narrow-water ; Green- 
castle. Antrim Carriclcfergus, 650 ; Toome ; Older- 
fleet. Armagh. — Armagh, 150 ; MoontnoRis, IfiO ; 
Ennislaaghlin. Monaghan — Monaghan and Buske, in- 

eluding some other castles, 350. Cavan Cavan, 100 ; 

Cloaghaughter ; Ballinicargy. Fermaiuigh, — TCnniMVillft^ 
and some castles garrisoned firom Balljshannon. Tj/roM. 
Omagh, 100 ; Chorlemont, 150 ; Mountjoy, 350 ; New- 
tonstewart, 100 ; Dunman, 150 ; Augher. J^erry,-^ 
Deny, 350; Cnlmore, 20; Ainogh, 100; Coleraine, 100. 
DonegaU, — ^Donegall, Asheraw, BaJlyshannon, including 
castles in Fermanagh, 900 , Lifford, 350 ; Dunalong, 
150; Kilmacrenan, 100; Bamullan, 100; Doe, 100; 
Cargan, 100; and Burt, 150."-.Aeid*ft Hist. Pt«iA». 
Church in Ireland, vol. i., p. 76, n. d. 
*Ib.p,74. 
f Daviea* " Historical Tracts,'' p. \^- ^et\i«&^^^ 

is no quainter simile in the KngUaYv \wvgv»«,«^-^^** 

casable m an attorney-general. 
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it appeared as if the long contest of the two 
races had ceased for ever by the sulgiigation of 
the Chiefs and Clans of Ir^nd. 

But it was soon discovered that, from the ex- 
tensive scheme of ^' equal kws and civilized cos- 
toms," the greatest portion of the Irish nation 
was to be carefully excluded by strongly cob* 
structed barriers. It had been thought by the 
Boman Catholics that James was favourable to 
the faith of his long and princely lii»age ; and 
relying upon this erroneous conviction, the peo- 
ple rose in Cork* and Waterfordjf with the con- 
sent and co-operation of the magistracy, to re- 
store the old religion ; they resumed the churches 
and expelled the ministers, who possessed as lit- 

* Smith in his history of Cork gives the following 
amusing accoimt of the proceeedings in that dty:— 
" The citizens every day grew more rebellious ; for 
they btimed all the bibles and common-prayer books 
fhey could iind ; thej rased out the ten conmiandments, 
%na other parts of the scripture that were in the churches, 
that they might wash them over, and paint their old 
Popi&ih pictures in their stead. They publicly set up ih» 
mass, and posted sentinels at the doors of the churches, 
miey had a person named a Legate from the Tape, 
who went about in procession with a cross, and forced 
people to reverence it ; they buried the dead with the 
Bomish ceremonies^ and numbers took the sacrament 
to defend that reli||ion with their lives and fortunes. ".» 
i8mith*8 history of Cork, vol. 2, p. 99. 

f The same author gives a similar account of the 
proceedings in Waterford. Speaking of the Catholics, 
he says, *' They broke the doors of the Hospital, and ad- 
mitted Doctor White to preach a sedvtiowa ftetraovi m St. 
I^atn'ck's Cbarch, wherein, amongaloVXietYavfecXlvie&^V^ 
said that Jezuhel (meaning Queen EAiz«\>fe\K^ ^^ ^«»^r 
-^^/s/. of Waterford, p. 143. 
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tie of the spirit of martyrs and confessors as 
they did of the piety of saints ;* abbeys and mo- 
nasteries were repaired ; the Temples of worship 
and of charity once more raised their heads over 
the barbarism which had profaned them ; and the 
ceremonies of the national religion were, for a 
short period before the darkness set in, celebrated 
openly and without fear. Lcland says, and indeed 
the local historians of the South of Ireland seem to 
encourage the statement, that the Catholic clergy 
went further, and, ** with an insolence which no 
religions principles could excuse," presumed to 
usurp the fiinctions of the established tribunals, 
and to enjoin the people, on their salvation, to 
obey their decisions and not those of the law. 
But James soon undeceived those who trusted to 
his clenency or his toleration ; he might, and 
possibly did feel, s(»ne tenderness towards the re- 
ligious tenets of the Catholics ; but the doctrine 
of papal supremacy was a stumbling-block to the 

* **ln many places there is no minister at all; in 
many jdaces a number as good as none ; even a dumb 
dog that cannot bark, an idle shepherd, who is not apt 
to teach nor able to confute ; in other places a lewd and 
scandalous minister, whose not gospel-like behaviour is . 
a stumbling-block to them that are without. Even an 
Hub Prince of Cuba in India said that he would not go 
to heaven if the Spaniards went thither, because lie 
thought that there could be no good place where such 
tyrants were ; so many of tins countiy will not he of 
our reiigion, because they think that tVvct^ cww Xsfe \iR.^ 
true religiion which hath sSch imcanataana^\«v^vsa»5<«w.'' 
--Zesiie's Sermon at JDrogheda, p. Ki. T\v\a Te?l«w. Vi % 
period much earlier than the date ot t\vft \3\«Xfi« y^^^*r 
ion; but it continued to be true tor a Vwft ^\^^»-'«5t^ 
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pride and egotism of Royalty ; it was ''an impe- 
rial civil power over kings and emperorSy to de- 
throne and decrown them at the Pope's plet- 
0ure."* The result of this jealous and ignoraat 
construction of that which necessarily involyed 
neither the safety of kings, nor the loyalty of 
tuhjectSy was a fierce persecution agaixifit ibe 
priests. The King's Council published in DaUiii 
an Act of Uniformity, passed in the second year 
of Elizabeth's reign in a Parliament of the Pale, 
by which attendance on Catholic worship wtfl 
prohibited under severe penalties. It was spee- 
dily followed, on the 4th July, 1605, by a pro- 
clamation, in which James dissipated the dela- 
iions of those who expected religious toleratioD 
at his hands. He told his subjects — " his beloved 
subjects"'— >that he would not admit any such 
lib^y of conscience as they had fondly ex- 
pected, and he commanded that by a certain day 
the Catholic priests should depart the realm. 

And then commenced a religious war of great 
cruelty and greater folly. The magistrates and 
chief citiaens of Dublin were enjoined to repair 
to the churches of the establishment. Repeated 
admonitions and conferences, says Leland, served 
but ^^to render them more obstinate" — ^it was 
strange that it should be so^— and the stem logie 
of fine and imprisonment was freely adopted. 
The prisons were peopled with recusants ; the 
priests were forced to fly the country or else to 
conceal themselves in secret places to avoid the 
gibbet Bnd the lash. The tettot^ eft V\x^ \^ti?V 
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lawB, let loose by the theologio furjr of the King, 
were increased by the avarice and cmeltj of the 
•angoinary Chichester. Up to the year 1605 the 
sees of Derry, Baphoe, and Clogher, which ex- 
tended over the greater part of Ulster, had been 
occnpied by Roman Catholic prelates ; and the 
abbeys and monasteries which had been formally 
dissolved half a century before, still continued to 
be the centres round which flocked numerona 
priests, friars, and other ecclesiastical persons. 
Bat the publication of the Proclamation was the 
mgnsl for resuming into the King's hands those 
edifices of religion, and ejecting their *' useless 
inmates."* And what made these oppressions 
.more bitter in the North was, the striking fact 
that there, as we may conclude from Davies^s 
Account of Chichester's progress in Ulster in 
1607, there was not a single Protestant outside 
the numerous garrisons of the English. By the 
same authority we find, that up to this period it 
was impossible that the principles of the Refor- 
mation could have been at all known in Ulster, 
for no religious teaching had been provided for 
the people. The tidings of a reformed religion 
were preached from no pulpit ; the rectors and 
bishops who had been appointed were non-re- 
aident ; and the Catholics were reduced to the 
alternative of enduring penalties for the pro- 
fession of the faith they had been reared in, or 

* We QUI eanJy understand the pro^infi^ ^'l vq«^«^ 
epithet, in the oiouth of the revexead YaaVafnasv ^ ^Cfi>^ 
Pi^bjrteri&n Church in Ireland. E«e "B^iS^^ IX^vsr? 
roL /, p. 78. 
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embracing a religion in which they had receitri 
no spiritual instruction. 

We may well imagine it was not without 
deep rage and disappointment that Hugh ONein 
looked out from his retirement upon the 81Iffe^ 
ings of his people. His eyes were aocustomed 
to th6 sights of War, and his mind was familnr 
with the itnages of heroic sufiering ; they wooUL 
have awakened no pity or pained no sensibility 
in his heart ; but when he sheathed Hie sword 
and abdicated his ancient principalities, he bad 
reason to hope that peace would have visited 
the nation, and that civil oppression would nol 
haye followed so closely on the track of famine, 
fire, and murder. He had seen the province, 
which was the old inheritance of his house, 
reduced by the most frightful agencies to the 
lowest state of poverty and wretchedness. — 
He had seen its harvests reaped by the sword 
and had mourned over a ghastly peace pro- 
duced by desolation. The country was nearij 
unpeopled, and its pastures wasted by ruthless 
war. The miserable survivors of the last con- 
tests of Liberty, were exposed to the more grie- 
Voas calamities of famine and pestilence. That 
wild sensual and warlike people, whose lives 
were spent between martial contest and the 
sports and labours of the field, who had roved in 
freedom through their ancient forests, and driven 
their flocks from pasture to pasture, were now 
the victims of the sword, or were chased by their 
conquerors into the wild fastnesses oi \\\^\^^^ 
tAai once was their own. TVi\s vjsia >Cti^ ^^\fc v>^ 
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. wir ; but the oppression that grotind them to the 
«arth, afid which taught them all the bitterness 
of defeat, came in the placid guise of law. Their 
seligion was proscribed ; their churches were 
seized upon ; and their sanctuaries were defiled ; 
their priests were banished the land, or else ex- ^ 
posed at home to torture, to infamy, and death. * 
A code framed in legislatures, the abject agents 
of foreign 4yrannj, was reviyed to torture and 
degrade them. And these cruel oppressions, 
whilst they inflamed the people, fell far more 
bitterly on the spirit of their Chief, of him who 
had left the still unreaped harvest of war, and, 
vainly trusting perfidious foes, had sheathed the 
sword in the hope of restoring peace to his af- 
flicted land. 

Nor was he without private and peculiar 
sorrows, which weighed upon his soul, and 
might well have provoked the treasons of which 
he was afterwards accused. He had scarcely 
lefl the court of England and retired to his own 
principality, oppressed with the grievous weight 
of his new dignities, when he found himself 
struggling in the network of English policy. His 
rich lands had been turned into Shires; where his 
will had been the law, the officials of a hateful 
power were securely settled to distribute new and 
unheard-of codes ; the Commissioners of James 
surveyed his passes, foreign armies garrisoned his 
towns, and patrolled the wide and oxv^i.^ ^^^Nj^fc 
plains their arms had "rendered de^c^^Xfc. ^\iX 
this was not all ; his own steps wet^ ^0^%^^ '^;^ 
jpfes; every act of his was T\oVe^> o^vofi^ 
^al even exalted itself to propVvecy. ^"^^^^^' 
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is taken of every person that is able to do either 
good or hurt. It is known not onlj how thej 
live and what they do ; but it is foreseen what 
they purpose or intend to do ; insomuch that 
Tjrowen has been heard to complain, that he had 
so many eyes watching over him that he could 
not drink a full carouse of sack, but the state 
was advertised thereof a few hours after."* TTie 
import of their prophetic visions is now to be 
seen ; it was a prophecy which fulfilled itself in 
the destruction of the most ancient famiUe3 of 

' the Island^ and the confiscation of its finest pro- 

' viace. 

* Sir John Daviei. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

. Hie Sham Bot--Different rersions of the FloU-Fli«ht 
of Tytowen — ^His death at Rome — ^Proclamation of 
JameB—BelKdlioii of O'Dos^erty. 

' J AM«8 laving thu% by religious persecution avd 
'p&c^nA indignity, tortured the angry spirit 
of Tyrowen, hastened to consummate his designs 
upon the broad lan^B of Ulster. All the great 
exertions made t)y Elizabeth during the last Irish 
war, and all the extrayagance of treasure which 
victory had cost, would have been a vain outlay 
of labour and money, if O'Neill and O'Donnell 
were allowed to retain their lands, and the pea- 
sants of Ulster to cultivate in peace the soil 
they had fought for so well and so long. 

A decent pretext, however, was required to au- 
thorize James and his councillors to seize upon 
the extensive domains of the northern chiefs 
and people. A long war had concluded in 
a solemn national peace, for the fulfilment of 
whose terms national honour was pledged. — 
The conquered people had received the institu- 
tions of the conqueror 5 they had abandoned the 
customs and the laws, and all but lYi^ t^\^<cpcw ^\ 
their country ; flieir Princes and t\ievtlSIvcv^^\i».^ 
relinquJsbed their ancient honours axvd«kecK^X^ ^ 
modem Bohility; they had surrendered ^^a«a^»»» 
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into the hands of a foreign monarch, and taiken 
them again under a new tenure and new condi- 
tions of possession ; and all this they did to purchase 
peace and security, under the most solemn sanc- 
tions and the most sacred guarantees. It re- 
quired no little skill in one of the contracting 
parties to escape from the conditions of the 
agreement, and, with a plausible excuse, to poF" 
petrate a great and meditated wrong. 

No better mode appeared of effecting tlie 
object of James and his courtiers, than a ploi| 
either real or fictitious, which, involving the 
leading noblemen of Ulster in charges of High 
Treason, would, by forced construction of law, 
throw the whole of the land of the Northern pro- 
vince into the grasping and needy hands which 
awaited its distribution. Circumstances put such 
an excuse in their way. 

There are many versions given of the conspi- 
racy of Tyrowen and Tyrconnell, but the following 
are those principally adopted by the writers oi 
Irish history. The first and by far the most 
singular is, that a letter was discovered in the 
Council Chamber in the Castle of Dublin, without 
i\ signature, and directed to Sir William Usber, 
Clerk of the Council, in which was mentioned 
a design for seizing the Castle, and murdering 
the Deputy, and suggesting a general revolt and | 
dependanc^ on Spanish forces; for the pur- 
pose of establishing the Catholic religion.* The 

* '' Temple writes to the same effect, \iuV.T>T. C«x^e^(«(\^ 
dMop of Chichester, a, contemporaxy Nnc\\ieT, ^^^•.— 
'^ Mont/^omery, bishop of Detry,, T^a'I^^^^JxS 
MJ, that Tyrowen had gotten intoto^vw^^^^^^^^^ 
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following is the anonjmous letter, which was 
foand in the Council Chamber, May 19, 1607. 
It was taken up hy a door-keeper, who carried it 

^art of the lands of his bishoprick ; . which he intended 
in a lawful course to recpyer ; and finding there was no 
oian could give lum better. light or knowledge of these 
bhings than O'Cahane (who was Intimate with Tyrowen,) 
made use of such means that he (O'Cahane) came to him 
y£ his own accord, and told him he could help him to the 
knowledge of what he sought, but that he was afraid of 
I^yrowen ; yet he engaged to rcTeal all that he knew of 
that matter, provided the bishop would promise to save 
him from Tyrowen's violence, and not deliver him into 
Ekigland, which the bishop having promised, he brought 
O'Cahane to the council in Dublin to take his confession 
there. Upon this, processes were sent to Tyrowen to warn 
him to come up to Dublin, at an appointed time, tor 
answer the suit of the lord-bishop of Derry. There was 
QO other intention but in a peaceable way, to bring the 
suit to a trial ; fbr the council then knew nothing of the 
plot. But Tyrowen having entered into a new conspiracy, 
of which O'Cahane was, began to suspect, when he was 
served with a process to answer the suit» that this was 
bat a plot to draw him in, and that surely the treason 
had been revealed by O'Cahane. Upon this bare suspi* 
cion, l^rowen with his confederates fled out of Ireland, 
and lost all those lands in the North.'" — Thankful Be- 
membrance, p, 168. citante Curry, It is not likely that 
O'Cahan, who entered into conspiracy with Tyrowen, 
and who was a Boman Catholic and a gentleman, would 
communicate to the usurping Bishop of Derry any in- 
formation which could injure his ally and friend O'Neill. 
So vague are the rumours on which Parliament founded 
its bill of attainder, by which half a million of acres 
were vested in the crown 1 Borlase despatches the matter 
with his characteristic brevity : — " The 8aidliat^^was&^ 
joy continued for some time Lord lAeuteioMiX,, ^\va %'»s^"?» 
for JBngland carried Tyrowen with him. *, yt\vo ^^» ^^^ 
jioualjr received by the King, and returned vrVsJcv"^^;^?^^^ 
ot long after. He compJotted howevex tc^^\i x€li«^^^^> 
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to the Lord Deputy, then most fortuHcOefy^ 

ting in council : — 

The letter imported, " that the writer was called inltf 
company by some Popish gentlemen, who after ad^ui^ 
tering an oath of secrecy, declared tiieir porpoae ma to 
murder or poison the Lord Deputy ; to cut off Sir OHtw 
Lambert ; to pick up one by one the rest of the offleen 
of state ; to oblige the small dispersed garrisons by hiiB* 
ger to submit, or to penn them up as sheep in the shini' 
bles. That the Castle of Dublin, being neither victiuM 
nor manned, they held as their own ; that the tomi 
were for them, the country with them:, the gremt OM 
abroad and in the North were prepared to answer tbe 
first alarm ; that the powerful men in the West woi 
assured by their agents to be ready, as soon as the state 
was in disorder : that the Catholic King had pironiiidl 
and the Jesuits from the Pope warranted men and mean 
to second the first stirs, and equally to protect all th^ 
actions : that as soon as the state was dissolved and the 
King's sword in their hands, they would elect a CrOTer- 
nor. Chancellor, and Council: dispatch letters to tin 
King, trusting to his unwillingness to embark in sach a 
war and his facility to pardon ; that he would grant them 
their own conditions of peace and government with tote- 
ration of religion ; that if he listened not to their mo* 
tions, then the many days spent in England in debsta 
and preparations, would give them time to breathe, t» 
fortify and fUmish the maritime coasts and at leisure 
to call to their aid Spanish forces from all parts.'* The 
writer goes on to say that he interposed some doubts, 
** which they readily answered ; and he jnretended to 
consent to further their projects ; and that he took HbB 
method of this letter to give notice of their designs, 
though he refused to betray his friends : in the mean* 



which being detected, and he being proclaimed trait* >r> 
he fled privately into Normandy, thence to Flanders, 
then to Rome, where he lived on t\ie Po^^'a allowance, 
Iwame blind, and died l616."~R€di«itiDii ojT. lbr*Wi*d, 
P> J84. ed. ofl675. 
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tiflae thai h« would use hit heat endfiftTDun to hinder 
any fdrther practices. That if they did not desiat, 
though he reverenced the mass and the Catiiolic Reli- 
gion equal to the deToutest of them, yet he would make 
the leaders of that dance know, that he preferred his 
country's good before their busy and ambitious hu- 
mours." • 

Kothing could be more improbable than tbe 
statements of this strange letter. The abrupt 
manner in which are communicated the most 
desperate intentions, of murdering viceroys and 
starving armies — the mode in which the writer, 
professing himself to be a Catholic, speaks of 
** the Mass,** a manner never adopted by Catho* 
lies — the minuteness with which each particular 
of intended rebellion was stated bj these conspi- 
rators at this meeting, render the occurrence of 
such meeting more than doubtful, and stamp the 
whole affiiir as a design of men anxious to in* 
volve the £arls, (who it is to be observed, are 
never mentioned by name in the letter,) in the 
charge of treason that they might share in the 
forfeiturea^ jrhich wore sure to ensue upon their 
flight or conviction. 

Dr. Jones, the Bishop of Meath of the day, says 
that it was written by a *^ providential discoverer of 
anoUier rebellion in Ireland," who was not willing 
to appear. It was not very likely that such a dis- 
coverer should conceal his participation in what 
government would have looked upon as a most 
meritorious service, and would have rewarded 
wJittt. its wonted liberality. But gvuit ^^& ^<^^ 

'^XodJB^e'g ''Pfeemgieof Irehind/' by AiOafljaS., -^."iS^* 
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proved, where it waB so strenuously deairedi A 
letter without a signature, or anj of the maritf of 
an authentic document, dealing in geaenlitiei^ 
and lavishlj imputing treasons to the most (Bs- 
tinguished individuals in the state, was an instru- 
ment of bringing home guilt adapted onlj to the 
worst forms of tyranny ; yet, coupled with the 
subsequent flight of the supposed traitors, it wis 
at the time admitted as conclusive testimony 
against them, and has been retailed by nearly all 
the succeeding historians, without examinatioo 
or rebuke, as a satisfactory proof of their guilt 

Cox, in his own quaint way, says, ** Thef 
(meaning Tyrowen and Tyrconnell) had sent i 
Baron to the Archdukes, and probabh^ had em- 
ployed some one else in Spain*" * He does not 
give any authority for the statement. 

But the fullest, and most probably as tmo an 
account as any of the affair, is given in the aceu- 
rate pages of the latest and best of the English 
historians, f Lingard represents the two Earls as 
having left the English court with^zpreadoDS 
of gratitude and feelings of distrust, reelings em- 
bittered by the persecutions then commeneed 
against the Catholics, and the undisguised anx- 
iety of the Scotch courtiers to make setUemeBts 
in Ireland. In this state of mind, the Earls ac- 
cepted an invitation from Richard Nugent, Baron 
Delvin, to meet him at the Castle of Maynooth, 
where in dangerous conference they are said to 
have imparted to each other their resentful feel- 

* Cox's "Hiatory of Ireland," ^oV. ^, ^. \^ 
fldBgard, vol. 9, p. 144^-J)o\naa'* e^^aoa- 
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ings, and sworn to defend their rights and their 
rcHgion by open force.* They did not> however, 
at that time agree upon any definite scheme 
of insurrection; their mode of action was to 
be defensive, and they resolved to have recourse 
to measures of force only in case their religious 
Kberty was attacked by the king. Two years 
after, secret information is said to have been 
received by James, that Tyrowen was re- 
newing his former relations with the King of 
Spain, and it is to this, probably, that Cox refers. 
Upon which information, whether true or false, 
his ruin and thaf of the other Northern chiefs 
was determined. A claim was set up to a con- 
siderable portion of his lands by direction of the 
ministers ; the Irish government declined to en- 
tertain the suit ostensibly on account of its grave 
nature, but really to entrap Tyrowen over to Eng- 
land, who, however, was a match for the cimning 
of his enemies. He solicited and obtained a 
respite of thirty days before . appearing in Eng- 
land ; an4 well knowing what the issue of such a 
▼isit would be, ho and his wife, his younger 
sons and nephews; Tyrconnell, with his son and. 
brother ; and thirty other persons, embarked in 
a vessel which had arrived from Dunkirk, and 
after a few days' voyage arrived at QuiUebecque, 
in Normandy, f 

* Lynch'B « Alithinologia. Supp." 186; in O'Connor's 
« Historical AddreflB,'* 11, p. 226. 
t Reid takes the plot for granted, wid V\>(5assvv\.^^NM^ 

saSnga single authority, says * * IxrilaAife^ «A» ^\% x^sssv- 

tion of James, (namely, to hang thfc -prv^^X** ^*=->^ij*^ 
ttiyed oa by the disaffected clergy, ^f'^'^oi^A' 
^artbem nobleB who had been prevVovxA^ lwav>x^ 
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Tlie Abbe Mac Geoghegan slightly varies ftoin 
Lingard's account. He says, and in this he agreed 
with Anderson in his ** Genealogies,'* that St 
Lawrence, Baron of Howth, entrapped the two 
Earls and the Baron Delvin to a conferenee, the 
particulars of which he divulged to government ; 
that Tjrowen and other Lords were s ummone 
before the Council and denied the accusation; 
that they were directed to attend next day ; that 
before the next day came, some false friends of 
theirs in the Council advised them to fly ; and 

him and had sworn fealty to the Crown, entered into a 
conspiracy against his government and applied to the 
courts of France and Spain to aid them m subverting 
English power in Ireland. The plot was happily dis- 
covered before the time appointed for its execution had 
arrived." — Reid^t Hist, Presb, Church in Ireland, vol. 1, 
p. 75. The plot was generally considered to be what 
Dr. Anderson describes it, a contrivance of Cecil, who 
was, as Osburne calls '* an adept in state tricks." Dodd 
in his ** Ecclesiastical History," says — ** Cecil was an 
adept in framing fictitious plots, and has left instrtie^ 
tions behind him to succeeding ministers, when and how 
to make use of them against the Catholics. The origv 
nal of these instructions, in Cecils handwriting, was 
formerly in the keeping of the infamous Judge Brant 
shawe, by whom it was shown to Sir WUliam Perdval, 
who communicated it to a gentleman of great wortii 
who died in 1697, and left it amongst other papers of 
remarks upon the times." — Dodd's Ecc, Hist,, vol. 8^ 
fol. 196. This, it is true, requires more confirmatioB'; 
but when we recollect Cecil's character, and that his 
system was worked after Cecil's death as Cedl's self 
would have worked it, we must acknowledge that th'6 
mere mapping of his own paths for the benefit of his sue* 
cessoncaa add nothing to Aw infamy ox their oi\!|^Tk«2kSi^x 
frAeu, too, we see the same practices contVtwi^VixMj^ 
present day, we must pronounce him ^,^«i^5S^*?| 
tnmsmiuer of a system tliat is intrinB\ct\\\!;^Av^w^^ 
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tliat the Earls accordinglj relinquishing their 
intention of appearing a second time in the Coun- 
cil Chamber, and embarking at Lough Swillj 
sailed thence to France. 

On looking at all the authorities, it is bj no 
means clear that anj design of insurrection was 
ever entertained bj the two Earls ; it is most 
certain, that the report which was spread of an 
intended massacre of the English, was in every 
particular false. There is not a tittle of evidence 
adduced to prove so monstrous a charge, even in 
the elaborate argument of James, which may be 
seen in his long and pedantic proclamation.* 
Yet the story of the plot, and the report of 
the intended Sicilian Vespers, are repeated suc- 
cessively by nearly every English historian that 
writes of that period. Anderson, in his <' Royal 
Genealogies,** is an exception to the dull reitera- 
tion of falsehood. He gives a short and contemp!> 

* Appendix I. The report that Tyrowen intended a 
mawacre, is thus given by Boderie, ambassador of the 
King of France: — **Ia conspiration etoit i ce qui 9e 
pubUe maintenant pa;rmi ce peuple, de faire des V^pres 
.Siciliennes sur tons les Anglais qui sent en Irlande, et 
puiB y retablir la Beligion Catholique. Je ne 89ai8 si le 
principal but dudit Comte eut € de profiter k la rell- 
jrion { mala quoi qu'U eu soit ce qu'il a fait n'y a point 
v^ja et^ nuisible. Car la verity est que depuis cela, on 
ia'apas si sever^ment poursuivi les Catholiques, comme on 
fIfbisQit aoparavant." '* They give out here that the con- 
jgpiracy was to make a Sicilian Vespers oi^ all the English 
piio vnere in Ireland, and then to re-establish the Catholic 
^figUA. I am not sure that the p^lncll^«1^^^^^^2s^& 
8«^ Jparl WM to benefit religion ; but, aa ^ ^>a& V^ ^ 
ymam^ he-has not dome it any laarm. TSot ^\'5^, 
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tuons notice of the conspiracj: "Artful Cecil 
employed one St Lawrence* to entrap the EsAi 
of Tyrowen and Tyrconnell, the Lord of DelTflV 
and other Irish chiefs into a sham plot, wlndh 
had no evidence bnt his. But those cbieft being 
informed that witnesses were to be hired against 
them, foolishly fled from Dublin, and so taking 
guilt upon them, they were declared rebels, ana 
six entire counties in Ulster were at once for- 
feited to the crown, which was what their ene- 
mies wanted." t Artful Cecil, was Robert, Earl 
of Salisbury, who, according to some historical 
opinions, was the contriver of the Gunpowder 
Plot ;J but who, at all events, profited largely 
by its discovery 

The only circumstance which gave any colour 

* St. Lawrence was a fit tool of Cecil. Camden 
says, that he offered to murder Lord Grey de Wilton 
and Sir Thomas Gerald, to prevent their conveying re- 
ports of Essex to the queen ; but Essex who, whatever 
were his faults, was chivalrous and noble, scornfully re- 
fused the bloody service Eliz. 741. 

t Anderson's "Royal Genealogies;'* p. 786. 

t The character of Cecil is uninteresting to Irish rea- 
ders. But it may be observed, as a matter of historical 
accuracy, that the preponderance of evidence is against 
the fact of his having contrived the Gunpowder Plot 
Dr. Lingard attributes it altogether to Catesby — ^he calls 
it his Plot; and gives good reasons for his adoption 
of so desperate a remedy to assuage his grievances. 
Linyardy vol. 8, p. 32. Butler iuhis ** Memoirs of Bri- 
tish an J Irish Catholics," devotes an admirable and tenv> 
perate chapter to the vindication of the greatest eneip5 
of his faith. Butler j vol. 2, p. 17^. AA» \\\% %vcnft liiqa 
he quotes four Protestant authoxitVea -. Osburwe — SAwilk 
^u/4or of the Protestant Plea, to tj^tov© ^\. ^wsiJt^ 
?ZH//r coatrirance waa generally believed, »\»*» v«a^^ 
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to the charge against the Earls, was their secret 
flight into France. It was said that if innocent, 
they should have stood their ground and proved 
their freedom from imputed guilt, nor left their 
estates and dependants to the discretion of the 
King and of his courtiers. But Tyro wen was fore- 
warned that witnesses would be suborned against 
him, and his own experience of English law had 
taught him not to trust to the false testimony 
and well-assorted juries, which had already done 
such execution upon his friends. And, as for 
standing on the defensive, the Earls had no mill- 
no evidence of any fact against him. He certainly 
knew of the plot early in its progress, and sham plots 
were greatly in vogue ; but this was as real as it was 
sangnunary and dangerous, and a minister, without any 
conscience but great talent, might well consider that 
he had a right to make use of his knowledge, sooner or 
later, as he judged it prudent. The writers who insist on 
the gmlty contrivance of this minister are, amongst 
others. Lord Castlemaine, and in our days the author of 
the interesting and eloquent *' Memoir of Hugh O'Neill," 
in the ** Library of Lreland," page 237. ** It seems to be 
the opinion of the ablest historians of these times, that 
the new-made Earl (of Salisbury) stood indebted for 
all his honours and preferments in this reign, to a dispo- 
sition which led him to a ready compliance with his 
master's wishes ; and it is asserted, that he encouraged 
James to extend the royal prerogative beyond the limits 
prescribed to it by the laws of the land." — Play f air' » 
Family Antiquity, vol. 1, p. 185. There seems to be 
' some sort of historic justice m the following facts : James, 
the foiurth earl in descent from Robert Cecily ^(»xsi^ ^ 
Catholic, and narrowly escaped pTOBe&\i\>\iaiilo't\A& «^R)Ai- 
tBcjr, and impeachment for his rebe^oii Vn. coTkSv^j^s^^^y^ 
restore Jamea the Second. The \attet \» ^ %vQ5B^Kt v^- 
rtmce of gratitude in that ordex U> t\ie 'onivB.V^l ^S?"^ 
^I4f4fye*8, Genealogy of the British Peerage, ^» **^^ 

c 3 
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tarj resources ; the spirit of the people WM 
broken, as well by the treachery of some of their 
own chieftains during the late war, as by the 
arms of England ; it would have been, under 
such circumstances, impossible to have cdlected 
an army able to withstand a king so powerful sB 
James. They pursued the only course open to 
them ; they fled from a country where they coald 
not live safely in peace, nor die honourably in 
war. Possibly they hoped to revisit Ireland, 
fortified by foreign assistance — the most insecure 
and fatal reliance of a people struggling for 
Liberty. In this hope they were signally dis- 
appointed — ^their political existence terminated 
with the freedom of the country they had so le* 
luctantly abandoned. 

The sequel of their personal history, though 
not necessary to this narrative, is full of interest 
In the Autumn of 1607, there embarked at Lough 
Swilly, Hugh O'Neill, Catherine his wife, and 
three sons ; Roderick O'Donnell, his brother 
Cathbar, and his sister Nuala; Rose, the wife of 
Cathbar, and their son Hugh, a child of two years^ 
and a very numerous and distinguished company. 
It was a mournful group, that fugitive family, 
leaving for ever the scenes of their affections, of 
their glory, and of their ruin. " It is cer- 
tain that the sea has not borne, and the wind 
has not wafted, in modern times, a number of 
persons in one ship more illustrious, eminent^ or 
•noble in point of genealogy, heroic deeds, feats 
oF arms, and vah'ant acbievemenla, ^wv VJsvr 
Would that God had permitted t\ieT£i X» wi» 
^ their patrimoniai inheritances uat^WXiw ^ 
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dren should haye come to the yean of manhood I 
Woe to the heart that meditated and the nund that 
conceived, and the council that recommended the 
project of this expedition, without knowing whe- 
ther thej should to the end of their lives be able 
to return to their native principalities or patri- 
monies." * In a few days they arrived at Quil- 
becque in Normandy. The English ambassador at 
the court of Henry IV. demanded the Irish exiles 
as traitors to the King of England. James himself 
issued a long procliunation charging them with 
their treasons, their immoralities, their low birth, 
and their rapacity; but France, ever friendly 
and hospitable to Irishmen, refused to credit the 
impossible falsehoods of his manifesto, or to 
surrender into his sanguinary hands those who 
had entrusted themselves to their clemency and 
friendship. The other foreign courts followed the 
example of France ; they treated the Earls and 
their followers as martyrs to the love of country 
and to their fidelity in religion ; they were cheered 
by the sympathy of Europe, and were received 
every where with the greatest distinction. Many 
of them entered the Spanish army which wns 
then engaged in endeavouring to extirpate civil 
and religious Jiberty in the United Provinces ; f 

• "Annals of the Four Masters." It is diflOicuU to under- 
stand the reasonableness of the last imprecation. We can 
solve it only by reference to the Abba's version of the 
** Flight of the Earls.*' Most probably the d<&\i>asL<2^al^ss(^ 
was intended to fall on those iaV«fe tcYetv^^SxwXNN&^^s^sftsS^ 

who advised them to fly. Thia, VvVYv \Xvei y^^*^*^ ^^??^ 
taming with Spanish troops, wou\dcuoc.*i\ixk\.\ox>SftaNsV^^, 

t One regrets that this was the ^Wvce^Vv^cv^VvR. «^ 

Mated Irish generaUy adopted. \\i tx^«^ \\ww«^^^ "^ ^ 
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the Earl of Tyrconnell and Maguire of Fenu- 
nagh died shortly after the flight finom Ireland; 
one in Italy and the other in Geneva ; and Hugh 
O'Neill proceeded to Rome where he lived oa. 
the monthly alms of the Pope and of the King of 
Spain. A miserahle fate for a man who possessed 
in the highest degree^the qualities of statesmta 
and hero ; a man " of great industry, large sooli 
and capacity for the weightiest businesses." (M 
and blind, and worn down by his private cares aod. 
the great afflictions of his country, he died in the 
Holy City in 16 16. A few years afterwards hi^ 
son was found strangled in his bed at Brusselst 

In the Convent of St. Isidore, at Rome, then 
is a valuable Irish manuscript, containing a full 
account of the cause of Hugh O'Neill's flighty hii 
various and painful journeys, from that fatal mo- 
ment when he bid his last farewell to his princely 
demesnes until his melancholy death. It would 
be conferring a great obligation on the history of 
Ireland, if this manuscript were rescued from 
the moths and the hand of Time.* 

The flight of the Earls was rapidly followed by 
a commission of oyer and terminer, " to take»" 
as Leland says, " the speediest advantage of this 

« 

in their defence, that they looked upon the Spaniards si 
akin in blood and of a common origin with themselves, I 
and as professing the same religion. In addition to 
which it must be remembered that the English were tiie 
allies of the Dutch, and the opportunity of meeting their 
enemies was too tempting to be \o&t. 
* I obtained this information ftomsLse,\i>iNftxaaxv\«N«\i^Ts^ 

lam much indebted for valuable «?«'\?i«*^^- J^^^l. 
some of the reverend gentlemen o€ ^^^^^^^^^ 
vzic/^r/t6eaZwve»ervi(^ totlie\)iogTai?lvyo^*.«^^^^^««« 
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iicident.^ Justice Sibthorpe and Baron Eliot 
wire sent into tlie counties of Donegal and Tjnr- 
>wen ; indictments were found against the Earls 
uid all who were supposed to haTe been con- 
semed in the conspiracy ; many were taken and 
3zecnted, and process of outlawry issued against 
Jiose who had fled from the country.* 

Whilst the law was busy in its vocation^ ihe 
dng was not idle. He saw, with considerable 
ndignation, that his outlawed and fugitive sub* 
jects were honourably received in foreign courts ; 
lie feared that their representations of lus bigoted 
ippression would meet with a ready credenoo: : 
from the sympathy of Catholic Europe, and ha 
resolved to prevent such a result by publishing 
% statement of his own case. And the Proola • 
nation (dated 16th Nov. 16070 which, in pur 
luance of this design, was issued, is the baiseat 

* Bfchard, Baron IDelyin. was arrested in 1617> atid 
jommitted to the Castle for High Treason. Bat hie ser* 
rant contrived to convey to Alexander Aylmer, ** his . 
I^ntleman," some cord, by which he was enabled to 
sffect his escape. Wingfield the Marshal was despatched 
n pursuit with a detachment of horse, but Delvin was 
lot caught. He submitted next year, and received a - 
bll pardon 18th July, 1608. In the celebrated parlia. 
nents of 1613 and 1615 he sat, and his deserts were so 
preat aa to have gained for him the Peerage of West- 
neath. He was afterwards an ambassador, or rather an 
impire, between the Irish Catholics and Charles the First, 
ji the << Popish rebellion" he and his wife, both ad« 
r^ced in years, were assaulted when travelling, their 
carriage stopped, and the lady wofuWy tdoaws^. '^^e&a 
tressed upon bis mind, and he died m \^V, ISVift^sSSL ^ 
stalls of Mb nnbappy death are given g:t«5\^c»2^5 «wwsfi». 
to^ge'B "Peerage" by ArchdiOi, vo\. \> ^J-'IAS^- 
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and most de^icable document preserved tmoBgA 
the state papers of the English goyemment 

It stated, what was notoriously false, that tU 
Karls were " base and rude in their originallf 
that they had not their possessions by lawfcd dt 
lineal descent from ancestors of blood or yirtoe; 
and that their only reason for flight was the pn^ 
vate knowledge and inward terror ^ of their owb 
guiltinesse/' A much more unblushing ftbs- 
hood was, that they had endured no molestatioB 
on the ground of religion, and that the mannoi 
of the Earls were so barbarous and unchris^ 
that it would be unreasonable to trouble th^ 
about any form of faith. Much more to this ftfi 
pose, equally malignant and untrue, did JailieA 
Proclamation contain ; but it was without eBeA 
Its manifest falsehood and undisguised rancotf 
deprived it of any power to work evil against tili 
fugitives, in that quarter where James was moflt 
anxious to misrepresent and injure them. Thej 
continued the honoured guests of the courts « 
Europe, illustrious examples of the great reversal 
of fortune, and of the perfidy of monarchs. 

By the flight of the Earls, six counties in W-. 
8ter fell to the disposal of the crown. The OBljf 
title, however, which James could have had ts 
these counties was by forfeiture arising from tM 
attainder for flight of O'Neill and C>*DonveB5 
But it has been well remarked by an emifteai 
lawyer and historian, that it was singular IM} 
his own proclamation should divest him of thiil^ 
title.* " Wee doo hereby decVare VX\^\. V^wS ijlsil^ 

• O'CoDueWi *• Ireland and tbc TswW* ^:%^^^^- 
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had not their creations or possessions in' ne* 
of any lawful or lineall descent."* If they 
10 legal title^ how could a forfeiture, worked 
leir attainder for flighty transfer a title to 
)s ? There could be no transfer of a non-ex- 
b thing. The course of events, however, was 
•est criticism on the king's proclamation, 
^wever anxious James was " to indulge his 
on for reforming Ireland by the introduc- 
of English law and civilitj," he was diverted 

the immediate pursuit of the object by an 
rection in the North of Ireland. Sir Gahir 
>herty9 the prince of Inishowen, << a man of 
; hopes but few years,"| determined to MBett 
odependenoe, and to fling off the galling sa-» 
lacy of English laws and customs. Hia> in* 
(Ction occurred in 1608, and for five montfai 

a very threatening aspect. He surprised 
x>wn of Derry, and slew the governor, Sir 



he Irish chieft possessed the suzerainte but not the 
rty of the soil : conseqaently the g^ilt of O'Neill 
rDonnell, though even so clearly proved, could not 
the right of their feudatories, who were not even ac- 
of treason. The English law of forfeiture, in itaelf 
iently unjust, never declared that the interests of 
ent tenants should he sacrificed for tiie rebellion of 
ndlords ; it only placed the king in the place of thb 
a whose property bad heen forfeited, and left aU 
slations of the tenantry unaltered. Yet were a)l 
HiiBl holders of lands in these devoted districts dis^. 
saed without even the shadow of a pretence ; aind; 
abominable wiokednesa is even tX iSuk '^gtKmsti^ ^saa^- 
ised Ijjr maaj^aa the consmnmatifm c^^^c^vcsiiL'^^^ 
-De Beaumonfs Ireland, yol. \, 'IrwiAatoi?^ "BloXa 
7. 
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George Paulet; he took yarious English sta- 
tions, and continued a vigorous guerilla warfare, 
until " a happj shot, which smote him on the 
head, settled that business/' His followers dis- 
persed after his death, and any who fell into the 
hands of the English were executed " with a ne- 
cessary severity.*** This was the last blow struck 
in Ulster, which thenceforward presented a scene 
of loyalty and desolation excellently suited to 
the reforming spirit of the king. A large tract 
of land in the six northern counties, Tyrowen, tike 
principality of O'Neill; Coleraine or Deny, 
(yCahan's country ; Donegal, the principality of 
CDonnell ; Fermanagh, M'G- wire's coontiy ; 
Gavan, O'Reilly's country; and Armagh, fell to 
the lot of James by a forced construction of tke 
laif of forfeiture and escheat. The snppreflsian 
ci O'Dc^herty's insurrection cleared the way 
to the completion of the policy of fraud and vio- 
lence by which a splendid country was torn from 
its just possessors ; by which the old laws of pro- 
perty were overturned, and an ancient people 
banished from the dwellings of their fathm 
By these rebellions or these *^ sham plots,'' five 
hundred thousand acres escheated to the crowns 
a foreign law handed over the domains of tbs 
fugitive Chiefs to the *' king's passion for le- 
fonning Ireland by the introduction of Eoglidi 
civility ;"f and we shall soon see how fvOy ka 
indulged this passion, and how much: at thasifr 
pense of his Irash Bubjects. . mI 

^Leland, vol. 2, p. 429. . v\ *-* 

f Leland, vol. 2, p. 424. The \^\OT^!^^& «i>^«a» 

i^olcgigt cf robbciy. ^"^ ""^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Sinrit of Plantation— Attempted Plantatioii of Sir 
Thomas Smitb—of the Earl of Essex—The War of 
]>e8mond— Munster pacified — ^Flantat^pn of Munster — 
Settlement of the Montgomeries in the Ardes of Down. 

Tbb pkniotion of James, though the most con- 
•miniiate and finished of all the Irish plantations, 
WM hj no means an original thought From 
the first settlement of the English in Ireland, 
ibej had but one olgect— /A0 (tequmiion of estates 
mi the expense of the wttives. Hence the latter 
wera always considered in the light of enemies, 
-who were to be exterminated; or barbarians, 
who were to be ciyiliaed bj the simple process 
of robbery. Religion gaye another excuse to 
fraud imd plunder ; the Catholics, who were the 
o w ners of the soil, chiefs and people, required 
ibe pia*iiyiDg influences of the Reformation, and 
these th^ received bj the confiscation of their 
Jancby and the violent seizure of their property. 

Whatever was the pretence, the end was the 
(Mine. To punish ^* disloyal rebels and traitors'' — 
to civiliaBe a barbarous people — ^to establish true 
veligkm }— -for such wise and Christian purposes 
ifaem fipexred to the English government in 
Ireland, and the ** hungry vultures l\i%X ViwxQXie^^. 
tba CMStle,"no surer means ttan toT^wA^^- 
fymd tbex^KtiveSf to root tbem owl'Vs^ ^^ vw^a^ 
^^to phrnt Scotchmen and 35.n^AM*xm««i Vi^ ^^o«« 
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ancient homes. And there are not j^ 
philosophic historians who look complace: 
this process of civilization, and pions 
who can see nothing but the extension 
religious principle in acts of wholesale i 
spoliation.* 

The reign of Elizabeth, so pregnant witl 
form of oppression, was abundant in insta 
the systematic spoliation to which the c 
Plantation has been given ; and it is ex; 
before proceeding to detail the projects ax 
formances of James, that we should give a < 
glance at the attempts made bj his sensual, 
' and despotic predecessor, f 

Cox presents us with the germ of sysl 
plunder. " He says that so far back as tl 
1559 it was one of the instructions given 
£arl of Sussex when he came over as Lo 
puty •* to people Ulster with English.** Bi 
sex was sufficiently engaged in Leinster, 
he had reduced Leix and Offally into shir 
by the name of King's and Queen's County 
where he was spreading civilization by the 

* ITume, Hallam, and Reid passim. Eeid is a I 
teriaii, one of the old Scotch spawn of James's '. 
lion. It wonld be strange if, in his impartial e 
sdieme of plunder which James executed would i 
special favour ; and it has. 

t In 1582, Sir John Ferrott presented to £3 

his "opinion for the suppressing of rebellion, i 

well goveming of Ireland,*' in which he recoii 

, th^ cutting down the- wood for the navy and the 

irent of shipwrights in convenient places, Cork^.V< 

" WeJfford, and Belfast. Nothing appeai* t^ V»? 

/rom this plan of an useful plantataon. It^-v^^ 

McientJx acquisitiYQ for the taste of theQ>^«wv% 
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^ . ligfjtxcies of fire and sword, and ho had no limfl to 
^ Ful&l these commands of the English oourU An 
'^J offer was, however, made ten years later by Sir 
Thomas Gerrard of Lancashire for the planting 
f .. of the Glynnes and Clandeboy. His proposal is 
"*" of the date of the 15th March, 1569.* But, 
^ liowever agreeable any scheme of the kind might 
i have been to the taste of the court, no steps 
were at that time taken in pursuance of Gar- 
rard's proposition. 

The first attempt that was absolutely made 
... was that of Sir Thomas Smith, the Secretary to 
tbe Queen, in 1572. Sir Thomas Smith was of a 
speculative turn and had a family to provide for. 
He did not look abroad for foreign settlements,'!' 
"but conceived the sensible notion of nuLking an 
ailiple provision for a bastard son, by a grant of 
Irish lands ; and circumstances favoured bis pa- 
ternal intentions. In the Parliament of 1569* 
Shane O'Neill had. been attainted for various 
treasons, conspiraciee, and rebellions, and a great 
part of bis territories of Antrim and Down had 
l^en forfeited to tlie Crown. From the Glynnes 
of Antrim to the Ardes of Down, all passed by 
this, forfeiture, and Sir Thomas Smith repre- 
sented to the Queen the propriety of colonizing 
- the forfeited estates with English settlers, who 
having an interest in the soil^ would be willing 
tii oj^ose the natives without expense to the 



f : %ji 



•Shirley's atecoimt of the **t)om\Tv\aa c& ^wct^sss Nsv 
•it**' Bfiridflm of Ultter," p. 47. T!V^ \^ w^ «xr^^^x 

'*i vv fLeiAAd, Yol: 2, p. 5BS. 
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Crown.* The adventurous youth was ooayub- 
sioned to lead his colony into the Ardes in Down— 
an ancient territory of the CyNeills. It is i 
peninsula eighteen miles long. To every foot- 
man of his goodly company of plunderers were 
granted one hundred and twenty acres ; to every 
horseman one hundred and forty at the moderate 
rent of a penny by the acre. The result was 
that the districts they settled in became a wil* 
demess of savage warfare; when unfortunately for 
the interests of *' English civility" and of the 
youthful planter, " the whole design was defeated 
by the assassination of young Smith, who fell by 
the treachery of one of the O'Neills.'* f 

Another, and equally unsuccessful, attempt to 
plant Ulster, was made in 1573, by a more dis- 
tinguished minion of the Queen, Walter Deve- 
reuz. Earl of Essex. Elizabeth embarked with 
that noble Earl in his project of colonizing Claa- 
aodh-bnidhe, in Ulster.]: The first attempt at 

* lingard, vol. 8, ^T 127 ; a bargain in which the 
planter pays, by wholesale murder, for the privilege of 
wholesale robbery. This creates natorallyan intereft 
in the soil 1 

t Leland, vol. 2, p. 254. We shall presently see how 
Essex dealt with *< one of the O'Neills." 

X Amongst the crimes which stain ^e memory of Eli- 
zabeth, one of the worst is that of having been a partner 
of Sir John Hawkins, the great seaman, in prosecuting 
the slave trade. I men^n it, because it indicates that, 
cupidity of nature and that indifference to human raf- 
fering, which caused Ireland to endure so much at her 
hands. Hie renowned mariner, who had, like moat of 
the seamen of the day, a dash of tlie p\xa\A mYsom, x^Aiii 
eerenl voyages to the coast of Africa Sot Bftijt^«a-As«t- 
iea'ng hides, tugsw, and ginger for the \j»mMx cc?cM»i^ 



THB CONFISCATION OT 17L8TSB. 53 

cdonization had turned a fertile and quiet dis- 
trict into a scene of war and desolation ; and a 
similar attempt with similar results was now to 
be made under the auspices of the Queen and 
the Earl. 

The contract hetweeen Essex and Elizabeth is 
variouslj stated. Lodge in his sketch of the 
Earl, states, that Phelim 0*Neill had possessed 
himself of a portion of Clan-aodh-buidhe, (or Clan- 
bugh-boy, or Clandeboj,) from which Essex 
undertook to dislodge him, on condition that Eli- 
zabeth would grant to the conquerors and their 
leader one half of the subdued district, for the 
defence of which he stipulated that he would 
maintain for two years, at his own cost, two 
hundred horse and four hundred foot; and to 
provide himself with the means, he mortgaged 
bis estates in Essex to Elizabeth for ten thou- 
sand pounds.* Lingard says, that the agree- 
ment was, that the Queen and the Earl should 
furnish each half the expense, and should divide 
the colony when it should be peopled with 2000 
settlers. This bargain of fraud and crime was 
sealed by Essex with a desperate act of villany. 

dity. In 1567 he fitted out a piratical fleet of nix vessels 
far the purposes of this traffic, and it depends much on 
the estimate we have formed of Elizabeth, whether ve 
shall be greatly surprised at learning that two of the 
largest pirates belonged to her. This adventure was not 
much more successful than her bargain with Essex — 
jLutgard vol. B, p. 259. The edltioii o£ LimgaTd \\a«^\sx 
tifiif Jliook is Xkdmaa'B, London 1B44. ^ 

/fi'Iaagard, vd, 8, p. 128. Mr. Si^rVe? *m Y&ft ^^^- 
op'lfooj^^myg, that the* St»te P«ger WBlc^ ccss^eaas^ 
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On bis arrival in UlBter, he met a voelfev* 
midahle opposition from PhoUm O'Neill^ widob 
resulted after a great deal of hard figloiag h 
a solemn peace between them. ^'Howetfr' 
say the manuscript Irish annals of ClixabetMi 
reign, " at a feast wherein the Eari entertained 
that chieftain, and at the end of their good 
cheer, O'Neill with his wife were seized ; the 
friends who attended were put to the swoid 
before their faces ; Phelim, with his wife and 
brother, were conveyed to DnbliOy where tk^ 
were cut up in quarters, (Anno. 1673.) The 
execution gave universal discontent and horror."* 
Bnt this atrocity was of little service to the Earl'i 
plantation. His provisions were unsound, and 

mauj interesting documents connected with thig, u it 

S roved, unfortunate expedition. '*A note of the In- 
enture between the Qneen and the Earl of Essex, dated 
July 23, )5th of Elixabetli, touching the moiety of Glaa- 
haboy," and a paper amongst the Carew manuscripti 
entitled, ** The offer of Walter, Earle of Essex, toucbiog 
the inhabitinge of the North of Ireland." It appears l^ 
these documents, that Essex received from the Cpowh, 
a '* Grant of the dominion of Clanhuboy , Bowte, Glynnetp 
Baughlins, and all otlicr lands belonging to those coaa- 
tries in the Earldome of Ulster, and all lands and tene- 
ments from Knockfergus Bay, including the river of 
Belfast directly to tlie next part of the Loghe end, from 
tlie Loghe to the Bann, and so to the sea along the Bann, 
and from Uie Bann all ahout the land hy the sea const 
tncludinge also the Isle of Baughlins and all the Isles 
upon the sea coaste, till Knockfergus Bay and all laniSi 
within that district.*' — Shirley's Donunion of Ihrniift 
p. 49. 
^XJn^xard quotcft this, and givca crc^X ^^ ^ «!^N»r 
mentB, vol. 2, p. 257' "'''^' 
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lis' troops ill provided with arms : he was abann 
ioned by Lords Dacre and Bioh, and many other 
^ntlemen adyenturers, and the authorities ia 
[reland threw every obstacle in his way. He.re« 
inquished in disgust his government of Ulster^ 
ind 'the lands which he had seized upon reverted 
o their old possessors, a Scotch clan of the Mao 
[>onnells, who had made settlements there and 
ntermarried with the natives.* The only relics 
>f the attempted Plantation, the only blessings it 
jefi behind were the founders of the noble fami-* 
ies of Downshire, Templetown, and Massarene* 
Others also of the officers of Essex, less noble, 
:«mained ; sodi as the Dalways and the Dobb^ 
be Neither £ssex nor his mistress profited 
nuch by this foray. 

The greatest Plantation (before that of James) 
nras that which ensued at the termination of the 
war against the last Desmond, and after the entire 
iestruction of his princely house. The great earl 
possessed vast estates, upon which, the eyes of the 
Biiglish adventurers and undertakers had long 
been lovingly cast In Kerry, Cork, Waterford, 
md Limerick, his prodigious principality exteur 
led over 150 miles, and contained 574,624 acres, 
>ix which. were built numerous houses and castles. 

* Walter Bevereux died suddenly in Dublin, some 
PWd. poisoned bj the procurement of Leicester, who had, 
luring Essex's absence in Ireland, two children by faii 
M^ess Countess. There is a great deal of immoral 
iqasSi^ about the matter, which wV\\.\>e^o\vsv\VcL%iTyc!X^ 
h Lwgard's History, vol. 8, p. \^. 'EAaaX>^"Ci\ ^V 
mch Minojred with Leicester's intTigvie V\\Xv >i>fta ^cccn^- 
^. But Leheater was then in \iVc\v*a.vwa VvCcv>i>aJ 
Idea Queen. . 
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This extensive territory was covered with great 
herds of cattle and presented an aspect' of high 
cultivation. The Earl was Lord Palatine of 
Kerry, and Lord of Imokilly. His vassals were 
nmnerous and there were above 500 gentlemen 
of his ancient lineage.* He possessed vaiioiis 
rights of tolls, wrecks and other royalties. His 
bfu:i>aric wealth and splendour were too tempting, 
to escape the acute and watchful spoliators who 
formed the retinue of English government in 
L^land — ^his doom was sealed by his very great- 
ness ; nor did the partizans of government affect 
to deny that his estates were too enormous and his 
dignities too numerous to be enjoyed by a subjeet 
At the commencement of the great Geraldine 
war, the earl had stood aloof; he had denounced 
the atrocities committed by his brother Sir John 
Desmond ; but his professions of royalty were 
disregarded, and Sir William Pelham, the Lord 
Deputy, f sununoned him to surrender himself a 
prisoner within 20 days. He refused, for he 
well knew what his fate would have been if be 
were mad enough to trust himself to the hands of 
on English Deputy. ''It is quarrel and cause 
enough to bring a sheep that is fat to the 
shambles." j: He was thus precipitated into war, 



** *He levied coyne and livery upon his tennaats in 

limerick. He had all ihe wrecks of the aea in the ports 

and creekB of Kerry, and a certain sum out of evefyilili- 

ing boat in the port of Yentry and Ferreter'f Islai^ 1% 

WMB aM tiiMt he was able to raiie, «X ib cd^^S!fi!A%»l^ 

Mat dOO hoTae.".^-Smitk*$ HtMtvnt of Cork, ^^A. \.>fe,tfc\ 

/ Ikjknr'B ♦• CSvil Wars," vol 1. p. W; 

fjP'aUers quoted in ••CivU Waw,** ^^* «*P 



itk 
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whicb be waged with great spirit and energjr 
against Pelham, and afterwards against the in- 
human Grey. Never in the annsds of crueltj, 
not in those of Pizzaro and Cortes or any other 
of those foul adventurers who under the banners 
of the Cross performed all the atrocities of hell, 
lias the war with Desmond been equalled fcur itB 
horrors.* 



* *' After Desmond's deatli, and the entire suppression 
of his rebellion, unheard-of cruelties were committed on 
the prorinciab of Munster (his supposed former adhe- 
rents) by the English commanders. Great companies 
of these proviuciids, men, women and children, wete 
often forced into castles and other houses, which were 
then set on fire. And if any of them attempted to 
escape from the flames, they were shot or stabbed, by 
the soldiers, who guarded them. It was a diversion to 
these monsters of men, to take up infants on the point 
of their spears, and whirl them about in their agony ; 
apologizing for their cruelty by saying, that * if they 
suffered l£em to grow to live up, they would become 
popish rebels.' Many of their women were found hang, 
ing on trees, witli thdr childen at their breasts, strangl^ 
with the mother's hair." — Lombard. Comment, de Hibem. 
p. 535, &c. The killing of infants and ripping up of 
women appear a favourite device of brutal English 
cruelty. A historian, certainly not partial to Ireland, 
says *' That Sir Willam St. Leger, (Lord President of 
Mimster,) was so cruel and merciless, that he caused men 
and women to be most execrably executed ; that he or. 
dered amongst others a woman great with child to be 
fwped up, from whose womb three babes were taken out, 
tkrough every one of whose little bodies his soldiers thrust 
their weapons.** — Carte's Ormonde nq\. ^, ^. SV. X^^N. 
1h}0 great (nutality is not origmaV \» i;jtva\»3t>wwwuik^ 
Uie Stteenih and sixteenth centunea; Vi» ^''^^'^'^j?^, 
bAve been left m England with otfeet mooKoass*^ ^ ^^ 
mcwt Saras'© of her many conqvietow, ^'^'^^•^^^w^Xj 
"Let it not be imagined that o\tt ^\sb\v Wi»3«^^ ^ 

i> 3 
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Leland sajs, that Desmond wlio had engaged 
in the rebellion inconsiderately, (and from amtn 
so purely English in his politics, this may be 

drawn an exaggerated picture of Danish barharities. 
The English historians pourtray their cmeltieB in equifly 
strong colours. The cruel Gutrum, (says one of these 
historians,) arrived in England, a.d. 878, with an 
army of heathenish Danes, eq^ually cruel as himself^ 
who, like barbarous savages, destroyed all before them 
with fire and sword, involving cities, towns and viliages 
with their inhabitants in devouring flames, and cutting 
those in pieces with their battle-axes who attempted to 
escape from their burning houses. And again, hoaiy- 
headed old men were seen lying with their throats cut 
before their own doors, the streets covered with the 
bodies of young men and children without headg, hands, 
or feet, and of matrons and virgins who had been first 
publickly dishonoured, and then put to death, aod 
indecently exposed to public gaze." — •/. Waliinaford 
apud GalCf p. 536. " These barbarians, aay the Eog- 
ifiih writers, were accustomed to tear babes from tlie 
bosoms of tiieir mothers, toss them up into the air, and 
catch them in their descent, on the points of their 
■pears, as if cruel tv and infanticide were sports congenial 
to their souls." — Anglia Sacra, t, 2. p. 155. The Eng- 
lish in their campaigns in Ireland appear to have been 
animated by relentless enmity to the natural fertiUty 
of the country : — ** The soldiers," as we learn from 
Moryson, ** encouraged by the example of their officers, 
every where cut down the standing com with their 
swords, and devised every means to deprive the wretched 
infaabitents of all the necessaries of life. Famine was 
judged the speediest and most effectual means of re- 
dncing them. The like expedient was practised in 1$ie 
northern provinces. The governor of Carrickfergus^ Sir 
Aithur Chichester, issued from .bi% ^waiters, and for 
'in^enty milea lonnd reduced the coau\x3 \a «k i^amsx. 
Sir Samael Bttgnal, with the «arn«an oj ^^^jt^ , j^ 
^rled witiM the same aeverity, and ^fLl^^'^'" 
Juffucent hmds. "^M^Skinmtin* Coj ricKf«rr»a, ^. ^»« 
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iiiken as an eixculpatioD,) now saw ** the wliole 
extent of his territorj ravaged and depopulated 
. without mercy. HLs miserable vassals were aban- 
doned to daily slaughter, or to the still more 
horrid calamity of famine."* Fire, famine, 
and slaughter were let loose upon the doomed 
districts, and the worse than cannibal English 
soldiers relentlessly destroyed men, women, and 
infants. One of tlie plunderers who afterwards 
profited by the spoil of the Geraldine, and whose 
sweet poetry has earned for him a fame for gen- 
tleness, his political writings scarcely merit, has, 
in terse and picturesque language, chronicled the 
horrors which made hia fortune, f Amongst the 
most distinguished for rapacity and bloodthirs- 
tiness in this campaign was Sir Walter Raleigh ; 
he executed every bloody order he received from 
Grey without remorse ; and when we remember 
his conduct in Ireland we are almost involunta- 
rily reconciled to that sure but slow dispensation 
of providence which at length reached and 
crushed him. j: 

The house of Desmond fell before the arms of 
England, and its last Earl met an obscure and 
painful death at the hands of a traitor whoso 

*Leland, voL 2, p. 277. 

f Golden Fort surrendered at discretion. Grey decided 
on an example, and ordered the garrison to be butchered. 
Raleigh executed the butchery ; and the gentle Spenser 
defended it. He calls Gt^y « the good lAxd.*' 

jBSr a ringular propriety, be iraa feviA^ ^g^Sste? ^1 

treMBoas be iutd not committed, and oTdes^^ot ex^«QfiB«Ri 

^^^iDesnes^ty^nuit that ever swayed lb «c^«\^T«* '^^awtt 

aZfSt^s^ wdeem his early crimes. 1^«^ ^^ *f^^^ 

^°** to literature, » good histxyrU^ik, axi^ ^ «tt^R«S»^\^ 
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name has been presented to infamy. * His c 
ended the war though not the butcheries of 
soldiers, and when Mnnster was pacified 
extermination, (the most feasible mode of pacil 
tion as jet adopted,f ) and the Queen was deck 
to be reigning over ashes and carcases, the Pari 
ment was summoned, 1585, and the late Eaii 
Desmond was attainted. A feoffinent made 
him was produced to save the forfeiture, whit 
was said to be of a date prior to the rebellion 
there were some honest men in the house, an 
thej were about to decide in favour of the point 
But an orignal document, being the minute of ai 
association to be formed against the Queen^ 
government, was produced by the crown, bear- 
ing date before the feoffment. The document 
was received and the feoffment was declared frau- 
dulent, though after the drawing up of the for- 
mer and before the latter, Desmond had sub- 
mitted and had been received into favour. The 
late Earl of Desmond and about one hundred and 
forty of his associates were then attainted, and all 
their honours and estates declared to be for- 
feited, j: 

* Daniel Kelly of Morierta. He was, though fint re- 
warded for hlB serrices, afterwards hanged at l^buni. 

t Moore's ** Captain Bock," p. 50, a good histoiy of 
Ireland. 

} An inquifltion was afterwards held to discover the 

persons who were engaged in Desmond's rebellion. The 

fbUowing list may be interesting; and it must be fe* 

memberid that nearly all these were a^taanXA^ v~>« Tim. 

Hiiek Chndon, of Cloghleigh, esq. ; ^ ^^^J^?"™"*^ 

Jrjft,,' John Flgott, esq. ; Sir John ^}*-S«^^l}S^>\^ 

'iunes /y^.(?erold, knt. ; Edmund ¥ii*.O^TiX^ ^^ 
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I plunder which fell to the lot of the Queen 
9r English subjects was enormouslj large. 
3nd's estates alone amounted to over half 
ion of acres. And thus, to use the kn-- 

L, of Curribehy ; Edmand Power, of Balljinn, 
igh Mac Cormac Oge» of LoughfiBLUy ; Dermot 
Leory, of Carrignecuragh ; Richard Fitz-Garret, 
imada; Dermot Mac Edmund Oge, of Bantry; 
lac Edmand Oge, of the same ; Conogher Mac 
Mac Bory, of the eanie ; Teig Mac Daniel Mao 
>f the same ; Teig Boe Mac Fineen, of the same ; 
t Mac Fineen, of the same ; Eugene Mac Fineen, 
same ; Daniel Mac Conogher Mac Mahony, of 
In ; Maurice iltt-Genild, of Garigoline ; Uliek 
of Curribehy ; Cormac Mac Carty ; David Mae 
1, of Coshnekily ; Maurice Fitz-Edmnnd Garret 
hcourcy; John Fitz-Garret Mac Shane of the 
^ood ; Gibbon Roe Mac Shane Oge, of the same ; 
ler O'Mahony, of Castlemahon; Rory O'Do- 
, of Ross-Donoghoe : John Barry, of BaUygoran ; 
Mac Conogher, of Drumbeg ; James Fitz-John, 
linkerry ; John Fitz-David Condon, of Kilbree ; 
1 Fitz-David, of Rahenisky ; Feneen Mac Art, of 
olloge; Gerald Fitz-Richard, of Ballynadashy; 
kc Donnel Mac Art, of Glanprehan ; Thady O'Keif, 
skaregan ; Edward Barry, of Bragoge ; Richard 
p, of Castle-magner; John Fitz-Edmond, of Bally- 
: John Fitz- James Fitz-Edmond, of l^macmague ; 
Fitz.Richard Fitz-Morris, of Baliintemple ; John 
euret, of Dromada; Martin Fitz-Richard Fitz- 
i, of Curribehy; John Fitz-Edmond, of Bally-* 
; Patrick CaUaghan, of Clonmeene ; Richard 
k, of Rinkinfecky ; Garret Fitz-John, alias Mac 
on, of Ballymacudy; John Supple, of Ighter- 
;h ; Fordorough Mac William Mac Brien, of 
n-agh; William White, ol YnjitfcVHs3M«A\^^SAassssc^ 
illiam Oge, of GarT&n-3ameA \ "^^x^^ '^^ 

of XfsqHinlan ; Gerald SuTO^«'^'^'^^'^5^°S^'i 
Mac Cartjr, of Kitt>6l«ne \ TYveoXwJk^^ ^8««a^ 



^^ 
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guoge of her admirers, was everj obstat]^ Ilk:: 
moved to Elizabeth^s favourite scheme ef r9T<i 
peopling Mnnster (after having burned itib 
towns, destroyed the dwellings of ite peo]^ 
and depopulated its broad lands) with an Engliflb 
colony. She forthwith ordered letters to ha 
written to every county, to encourage the beg- 
garly cadets of families to become underietkers lA 

Creg ; James Gare, of the Island of JnGhydanny ; Teig 
Mulrian, of Owny O'Mulrian. In the same Inquisition, 
the manor of Glyn, alias Cullin, the castle and SO car- 
rucats of land of Cioghroe, the island of Inchydonny, 
and the ancient corporation of Ballyncmony, were fcnand 
to belong to the Queen. 

The same jury enquired into the death of James Bir- 
ret, of Barret's country, and made a return thereof. 

They also presented the names of all persons whom 
they suspected were apt to work mischief, and were ill 
disposed to the government. Thej also made a return 
of all the abbeys and religious houses which were in thif 
countv, and became annexed to the crown. They pre- 
sentea the names of such persons, in this county (uork), 
as held lands of the Queen, by knights serrice in capite ; 
and died, leaving their heirs in minority, with thequantitx 
and value of aU such lands. They returned all such as 
alienated their lands without license; also, an account 
of lands concealed from her majesty in this county, 
which fell to tlie crown by escheat, attainder, suppres- 
sion of abbeys, and who were then in possession of them. 
At the same time, there is another presentment of the 
grand jury of this county, shewing how, and in what 
manner, tifie earl of Desmond's rents were paid; and a 
llrt of all the Irish poets, chroniclers, and rhymers, that 
wsre then in this county. AU which presentments are 
preserved in the Lambeth library, according to a ca- 
tak^e of tiiem among the MBS. in tbft VvNwtcn ^ TtU 

ni'ty College, Dublin Smithes History o/ Corli,N^\» 

/ip, JJ, 52. 
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[rriand.* The forfeitures were divided into 
;eigTi cries, and granted hj letters patent to 
Snglish knights, esquires, and gentlemen, and 
liey undertook to perform certain conditions 
neniioned in the Queen's articles for the planta- 
ion of the province. Hence the ominous name 
)f Undertaker. Seven years were given to 
^fiect this desirable crusade of ''civility" and 
.*eformation. The following is an abstract of 
:hese conditions^ : — 

** * AU forfeited lands were to be divided into manors 
ind seigniories, containing 12,000, 8,000, 6,000, and 
t,000 acres each, according to a plot laid down. The 
indertakers to have an estate in fee farm, yielding for 
;ach seigniory of 12,000 acres, for the first &ree years, 
£33 6s. 8d. sterl., viz. from 1590 to 1593, and from 
Mich. 1593, £66 138. 4d. sterl., and rateably for every 
oferior seigniory, yielding, upon the death of the under- 
:aker, the best beast, as an heriot. To be discharged 
)f all taxes whatsoever, except subsidies levied by par- 
lament. Bogs, mountains, &c. not to be included, till 
mproved, and then to pay |d. for each English acre. 
Licence to the undertakers to transport all commodities, 
luty free, into England, for five years. That none be 
idmitted to have more than 12,000 acres, ^o English 
tlanter to be permitted to convey to any meer Irish, 
ECvery owner of 6,000 acres to impark 600 for the brecd- 
ng cdT horses, &c., and the other seigniories, a rateable 
proportion. Xhe head of each plantation to be English ^ 



* There is an elaborate argument in the Desiderata 
Guriosa Hibemica on a subject not apparently requiring 
much logic, namely, that it would be highly beneficial 
f f > yotmgeT hvothtts to have a ahaxe m \^ ^TAi'iK»^\csQi&« 

f Quoted in Smith's " History ol CwV* ^iqvx^^^^^' 
rJpt in Uemore^ 
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and the heirs femalei to many none but ofEngJUk hM\ 
and none of the meer Irish to be mmntamed m tauffamSg 
there. 

** * Each freeholder, from the year 1590, to funudiooe 
hone, and horseman armed. Each principal midertahr 
for 12,000 acreR, to supply three horsemen and siz (bol- 
men, armed ; and so ratcahly, for the otiier wignionei; 
and each copy-holder, one footman, armed. That fiir 
BCTcn years to come, they shall not be obliged to tnvd 
out of Munstcr, upon any service ; and after that time, 
no more than ten horsemen and twenty footmen, oat of 
one seigrniory of 12,000 acres, and so rateably ; and such 
as serve out of Munster, to be paid by the queen. 

" 'That the queen will protect and defend tin said 
seigniories, at her own charge, for seven years to come. 
All commodities brought from England, for the use of 
the same seigniories, to be duty free, for seren yetn. 
The acres to contain 16 feet and ^ to the perch, after ffce 
manner used in England. Dated 27th of Jnne, 1566, 
28 EUz.' 

" The plot of the queen*s offer for the peopling of 
Mnnster: 

" ' For a seigniory containing 12,000 acres the geo^ 
men were to have, for their own demesnes, 2,100 acres. 
Six farmers, 400 acres each. Six freeholders, 100 acres 
each; and lands to be appropriated for mean tenures 
(of 50, 25, 10 acres), 1,500 acres ; whereon 36 &mi!ief. 
at least, must be established. The other seigniories, of 
8,000, 6,000, and 4,000 acres, were laid oat in the same 
manner, in proportion. Each undertaker was to people 
hifl seigniory in seven years."* 

These bountiful terms were constraed with 
great liberality on behalf of some of the most 
deserving of the Queen's servants in Ireland. 
Though 1 2,000 acres were fixed on as the largest 
undertaker's portion, the Queen, remembering 
his services at Golden ¥ort> gncnXAdi \» ^\t 
Walter Raleigh, 42,000 acres \n CoxYMx^^^Xftx- 
^ord The letters patent lo l^a\e\ft>^ «» <^*^'^ 
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16th October, 1586. The other grantees of 
90te in Cork were, beside Sir Walter — 

Sir Warham St Leger,* 

Hemj Cuffe^ Esq. 

Sir llios. Norris, 

Arthur Bobbins, . 

Sir Arthur Hyde, 

Fane Beecher, Esq., 

fitigh Worth, Esq., 

Thomas Say, Esq., 

Arthur Hyde, Esq., 

Edmund Spenser, 

Sir Bichard Bacon, 
The grants in Limerick, Kerry, Tipperary, and 
Watford were very great. 

In Kilcoleman Castle, near Doneraile, in the 
County of Waterford, which had been one of 
the mined residences of the Earl of Desmond, 
and which stood on the banks of a fine lake in 
the midst of a vast plain, terminated to the east 
by the Waterford Mountains, Spenser wrote a 
great deal of his Faerie Queene. '* It must have 
been,'' says Smith, ** (wheb the adjacent uplands 
were wooded) a most pleasant and romantic 
8ituation."t The same writer adds, that it is a 
pity ** that some friendly stone, which might be 
placed at a small expense in the ruin of the 
CasUe, does not point out its once immortal 
inhabitant" His StcUe of Ireland is probably 
a sufficient memorial of the poet. 

The date of Spenser's gnuat — " his exile to a 

* Ancestor of the Vi»coiint»iymeT«\'fc. ^^^^^I^'^ 
AMT eotk, in a battle with TSLwYv 'ttwc^^sw^ ^^^tiasfi^ 'Q^ 

t Hwtoiy of Cork, vol. i.,p. &3a. 
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reponi of barbarism,* as the compifers HF^fSS 
" Encyclopedia Britannica* civilly say~r«iV 
1586. In the p^eat war of the Irish Letgne^' 
his house at Kilcoleman was attaclced by tliei. 
" rebels," and the poet escaped, leaving behind 
one of his infants, who was destroyed in the 
conflagration ensuinj? upon the attack. Worn 
down by the calamity, and ruined in circum- 
stances, he died in an inn in Kin^-street^ West- 
minster, in 1598 — 9, and was buried near the 
grave of Chaucer (where he had always ex- 
pressed a wish to lie), at the expense of the 
unfortunate Robert, Earl of Essex. Ben Jonson, 
in his conversations with Drummond, stated, 
** that the Irish, having robbed Spenser's goodsi 
and burned his house, and a little child newly 
born, he and his wife escaped ; and after, be died 
for lack of bread in King-street^ and refused 
twenty pieces sent by my Lord of Essex, and 
said ^he was sorrie he had no time to spend 
them.' " One would pity the gentle poet, bat 
that the calamity he met with oriorinated in his 
own rapacity of disposition, for 'being dissatis* 
fied with his large grant of 3,000 acres, he at- 
tempted to add to their amount by oppression 
and injustice to the poor people ' around, and it 
was vengeance, and not what they called ** rebel- 
lion," which brought this great misfortune to his 
door. His " State of Ireland** was not published 
for thirty-five years after his death.* 

The most striking feature \i\ t^v^ ^otv^\\aq\\& ^^ 

^A/s Plantation was, the exclusioxv oi Wi^ «^xi<^i 

of the soil from even the subox^VnaXft ^\aiwoA 

^ Encycloped. Brit. vol. 20, p. S^» ^^^ ^^- 
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umtsy. No Irish were to be admitted* to 

iflid in that bumble relation to the successfal 

inderers who usurped their lands — a provision 

tjranny possiblj the most impudent that ever 

15 made. But it was disregarded; and histo- 
AS of the school of Hume and Leland have 
3 coolness to regret that the Plantation of 
unster was a failure, because Raleigh, Hatton, 
)rris, St. Leger, Bouchier, and others of note, 
10 shared most largely in the enormous fruits 

spoliation, did not respect the wise provisions 
** the plot of the Queen's offer;'* and because, 
sland says, " leases and conveyances were made 
many of the Irishry/'j* In many instances the 
ids were abandoned to the old possessors; 
d where the undertakers entered upon their 
ignories, they did not reside^ but appointed 
le, ignorant, corrupt, and oppressive agents, 
sither did they comply with a still more neces^ 
ry and wise condition of the " Queen's plot,** 
mely, to make provisions for effectual defenccr 
ley were thriftless gamesters, these under- 
Lers; they would enjoy as largely as they could 
B property of the people, but they were not 
nest enough to discharge the noble duties of 
Dprietorship, nor wise enough to make due 
ovision against the natural and just enmity 
those whose plunder had enriched them, 
)hold a signal example of their story !-^ 

16 most brilliant of these honourable robbers, 
Imund Spenser, died a broken-hearted b<i%«^c 

The language of some modexrv 'E»tv^\^V «.^'^^x"<»'^- 
rto. It appears, is hiatorlcaL 
Leiaad, vol. a., p. 802. 



68 THB CONFISCATION OF UIj8TJC» 

in London, the capital of that oountrj whi 
so splendidly enriched by his genius, 
availed him then his three thousand acres i 
cient Desmond? 

The Munster Plantation, then, may be sa 
have entirely failed in its objects. The sq 
quent war of 1641* very materially unset 
the condition of things which the contriver 
the Plantation sought to establish — ^it neit 
naturalized in the south the Protestant religk 
nor planted there an English population, 
failed to fulfil the humane view of its deviia 
It did not extirpate and utterly destroy the at 
tive growth of the soiL— the strong Celtic tie 
that bends to the blast but is not broken, witb 
stood the mighty shock — and failing in this it 
still more signally failed to effect what was after 
all but the base and Ijdng pretence of the £ngM 
legislation of these days, the introduction of t 
new ^^civilitie" amongst the unenlightened and 
barbarous natives. 

We have now seen something of the system- 
atic Plantations which preceded oiur immediate 
subject But there were some other settlements 
of a difiTerent nature, of which, to make our 
view complete, it is proper to give a fuller 
notice. 

* I am happy to say, that Iilr. Chas. Duffy is chsfged 
with the duty, congeuial to his patriotism and his fbeL 
ings, and suited to his genius, of vindicatiiig this m^ 
uprising' from the fantastic calumnies of the foob of 
hurotr/ aad the lies of bistoxy. TVie >a^wftfe ^ «^%^!^ 

volume of tbig library will be llxe '*^\wa «i ^»ft^S^ 

fa Je4J." 
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:'t'The fine, fertile, and generous soil of Ulster, 
j^bably because it was nearest to Scotland, the 

Klific mother of undertakers^ appears to have 
n the favourite ground of planting specula- 
tion.* There the maiden hands of Gerrard, 
Bmith, and Devereux were tried, and there the 
iweet taste of confiscation was acquired and 
Mltivated. 

About the jear 1584. a thousand Scottish 
Highlanders, called ''Redshanks," of the septs 
And families of the Cambiles (probably Camp- 
bells), Macdonnells, and Magalanes, led by Surle- 
boj, a Scottish chieftain, invaded Ulster. Other 
marauding parties of their nation had already 
possessed themselves of the lands of Irish chief- 

* England, howerer, supplied her share in colonists, 
as we shall see: — " Early in James's reign a consider^ 
able colony had been brought from Devonshire by Sir 
Arthur Chichester, of wMch one part settled about 
Carrickfergus, and another in the district of Malone, 
adjoining to Belfast, where their descendants are itill to 
be distingwshed by their looks and manners, bnt particu* 
Uarhf by the air of comfort about their dwellings, and a 
fondness for gardens and orchards. Near Bel&st was 
likewise a colony from Lancashire and Cheshire, settled 
there, as it is said, by Sir Moyses Hill; but from Halone 
to Lisbum, and thence orer the greater part of the 
barony of Massareene, and the southern part of the 
barony of Antrim, but espmally towards the West, 
the country is mostly occupied by the descendants of 
JSnglish settlers, and some Welch, who came over in the 
Ign of Elizabeth in great numbers, and also in the 
^nning of James I., with the difilerent great families, 
lat at rarious times obtuned gnsi\A cil \kdA\!iK»^'^ 
thibomrdieu*s Stat, Survey of the Ctw«it>| oj A»fcfV^% 
hib. J81S, p. 443, quoted in iltstorieal Co\Uct^^T%W 
ve to Belfa9i, pp. 9, IQ. 
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tains in the Glinnes and the Route in Antrim.* 
It was at the beginning of the fifteenth centoij 
that the settlement of the Mac Donnells took plies 
in Antrim. Thej were a younger branoh of 
the Mac Donalds, who were " Kings and L<^ 
of the Isles." One of them, Angus Oge, Loid 
of the Isles, married the daughter of (yCaluuDe, 
the cliief of the 0*Cahanes of Arachty. The 
marriage portion this distinguished lady brongbt 
her husband consisted of a number of "hand- 
some youn^ men," whose posterity are yet in the 
Isles (1789)> and are known by the . peculiaiitj 
of their names to belong to that race.f 

John of Isle, the second son of John, Lord of 
the Western Isles, or the '^brides, was established 
at the Glynnes, in Argyleshire ; his descendants 
settled in tlie north of Ireland, one of whom wm 
Alexander, who got a gold sword and silver gilt 
spurs from the Earl of Sussex, in 1657 » for hifl 
services in Scotland, and the monastery of Olen- 
arm and its lands were given to him. His son was 
Sorlebuidh (commonly written Surleboy), whose 
son was the first Earl of Antrim. Sorlebuidh 
married Mary, daughter of Conn O'NeilL 

These invaders in time intermarried with the 
Irish, and became the most formidable enemies 
of England in her designs of settlement. It was 
ostensibly to root out this Scottish colony that 
Elizabeth sent Essex to Ireland ; but his failure 
only fixed them more firmly in their place, and 

* These few fiuita are stated in a wcvrk entitliHl *' Hif 
Ooremment of Ireland under 8ax JoYvu VeitcAx;-' V«j»r 
don, 1026. See also* *»eidraHa»tot:r" '^oVv.v-'W 
f lynlffc's Peerage, by Arc\iA«^\, ^oVI, y-VW.- 
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* %F1€03 James eonHrmed Sir Ronald Mac Donnell 
r^'HT' the principality of the Route. 
90zl.\ But a more singular settlement than this of 
^ ifae Scotch Redshanks was one effected by pri- 
ih'i^f^e speculation, namely, that of the Montgo- 
^"^^ieries in the Ardes of Down. The Montgo- 
^^'meries were a fertile and cunning race, but tiiey 
^^ ^ame with clearer hands and a fairer title into 
''* oar country than any of the Scotch or English 
^* ferpeculators who have elbowed the people out of 
their lands since the English arrivaL A pleasant, 
i-'^^^OAsipping narrative is^'the Montgomery Manu- 
scripts,"* profes^g, as it does, to be '^ An Account 
49f the Colonization of the Ardes in the (bounty 
of Down, in the reigns of Elizabeth and James," 
and being, in fact, a collection of biography, 
illastrating the rise and progress of the Mont- 
'gomery family, and the successful speculations 
they made in Ulster, where, *' foreseeing it to be 
the stage to act upon, it being unsettled^ and 
many forfeited land^ thereon altogether wasted, 
they concluded to push for fortunes/'f From 
this work the facts connected with the fulfilment 
of these laudable expectations are derived. 
The head of this new and important settlement 
' in the Ardes, was Hugh Montgomery, the sixth 
■■' 'Laird (Esquire,) of Braidstane in Scotland; his 
^ ^father had married the daughter of Montgomery, 



"• : .m 



ITiese MantiftctiptB, prepared by one of the flnnily, 
which are collected mto a book, and published in Bel- 

' 'j^aretf' In the c6lwaiiar.aL thU pa^ttc.^ '3Qmki| ^«»w^^ 
¥epMicaiiMi in an aaiainakftk; ItsrttL. ^ . - •^^■ 
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Laird Haislhead, an ancient funilj deaoendedt^ 
the Korls of Eglintown. The first laiid of UlB 
name Robert Montgomery, was second son <C 
Alexander Montgomery Earl of Eglintown. HnglV 
the leader of the Montgomeries into Ireland, wai 
thus a well descended adventurer, and in addLikm 
to his good birth, he possessed spirit and talent 
The circumstances which led to his settlement ia 
Down are these : In 1603, an affray took pliee 
in Belfast, between a party of soldiers and sobu 
servants of Conn O'Neill,* who had been seat 
with runlets to bring wine from that town to their 
master, ^' then in a great debauch at Castkreagt 
with his brothers, friends, and followers.* The 
servants came back with more blood than wine^ 
having got into a mel^ with some soldiers, who 
captured the runlets and sent home the mei- 
sengers with a severe handling. They confessed 
to Conn that they were more numerous than the 
soldiers, on which, *Mn rage he swore by hifl 
father and by all his noble ancestors' souls, that 
none of them should ever serve him or his family, 
if they went not back forthwith and did not 
revenge the affront done to him and themselves 
by those few Baddagh SctssenachT The resnit 
was a violent affi*ay, and some of the soldiers 
were killed. An office of inquest was held upon 
Conn and his followers, and a number of them 

* '*A drunken sluggish man, but he had a sharp 

nimble woman to his wife." Manuscript quoted bj 

Keid, vol. 1, p. 86. This lady, it appears, waathe penos 

who mAde Conn's baisfain with Montsofmery, asiJi^BDiM 

t/je drcunrntances it was a good ona, ^^ iot iMAaB% Yl 

life with Mpartofbia estate was bettoe 1toMiV>Vwatf 
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>und guilty of levying war on the Queen. 
I was sent to prison to Garrickfergus, and 
sth, in the mean time, dying, the Laird 
Draery who knew these matters well, with 
peed which hecame his country, made his 
I applications to the new Scotch Monarch 
f Conn's estates, leaving the remainder to 
limself. But this modest proposal was not 
)d, and he hit upon a happier expedient, 
was to ohtain a grant from Conn O'Neill 
' of half his lands,* on the condition of 
ig his escape and giving him a shelter, 
scape was effected, and Conn went to Scot- 
vhere he was received by the Laird and 
of Braidstane, joyfully and courteously, 
ontract was here consummated, and the 
executed; the original agreements were 
id and registered in the town council book 
Royal Burgh of Air or Irwine, and the 

I indenture to Montgomery was burned in 
use of Rosemount, (the residence of the 
Br or author of the Montgomery Manu- 
) in 1695. The Laird and Conn went to 
tinster, and the former using his interest 
id Conn's pardon. The latter was gra- 

territory was very extensive, oonsisting of the 
tarishes of Breda, Knock, Kirkdonnell, Holly- 
>)naghdee, Gray Abbey, St. Andrews, and a 
rt of the parish of Drum. The remains of Conn's 
vere to be seen (1817) on the snmmit of a hill 
ilflut, sod commanding an extensive prospect of- 

II and snrroiindlng ooontry. A.t\n\^«X, Vj ^^i&A 
.Ckmn'B water, b^ween Be\ta«l Ms^'S>aLTAss^»^.^^ 
haWy ealled fix>m this CVsiettBtai — HxiXwxtiA 
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eiouslj received at Court — as others of the nanw 
were received there before — and orders givea 
under the privy signet for letters patent of ilie 
great seal of Ireland, confirming his Majestj^ 
pleasure in the matter of the grant to Hujg;^ 
Montgomery, under condition, (and this is the 
most remarkable, characteristic, and significant 
part of these letters patent,) that the lands should 
he planted witJi British Protestants^ and thai 
no grant of fee farm should he made to atijf 
person of mere Irish extraction.* Some change 
was subsequently made in these letters, by lia 
intervention of a courtier of the name of Sir 
James FuUertoDjf one of *' the busiest bodies in 
all tbe world in other men's matters which may 
profit themselves," who, having an eye for 
a friend, Mr. James Hamilton, and anxious 
to obtain for him a share of Conn's landsi 
represented in a courtier's way, that the two 
moieties granted were too large for two men, 
forgetting or omitting the small circumstanoa 
that they were their own by rights and prevailed 
on the King to make a fresh division. *' But the 

* Afontgomery Manuscripts, p. 29. 

t Mr. M'Gee states, that FuUerton and Hamilton 
were engag^ in educational pursuits, and that they 
taught James Ussher, the great Axchbishop. Hamilton 
had a Fellowship in the Uniyersity ; but he relinquished 
the Muses, and took to more profitable pursultt in tiw 
Ardes of Down. — M' Gee's Irith Writers of the Seve/tf 
temUh CeiUury, p. 40. After James's accession, /Ful- 
lerton was knighted, and Hamilton was created Lord 
Clandeboy. The date of his peetn^e \% \Qfia, Widlit 
eagsged ostenubly in teaching, t\\ey -were m fM^ «a.'^ts4 
MS Mgants to secure th« SUiart «uqc€»%ioiv- V 
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Kitig sending first for Sir Hugh, told him (m- 
. i[>^iniiig the reasons aforesaid) for what loss he 
tfiight receive in not getting the full half of Conn's 
Estate, by that defalcation, he would eompensatd 
Imn out of the Ahbey lands and impropriationty 
which in a few months he was to grant in fee, 
they being already granted in lease for twenty- 
one years, and that he would also abstract, out of 
Conn's half, the whole great Ardes for his and 
Mr. James Hamilton's behoof, and throw it into 
their two shares ; that the sea coasts might be 
possessed by Scottish men, who would be traders 
proper for his Majesty's future advantage, the 
residue to be laid off about Castlereagh (which 
Conn had desired) being too great a favour for 
such an Irishman.'* Hamilton was sent for to 
Court, and in some time after knighted, as 
Hugh Montgomery had been before ; Sir James 
Fullerton, the useful go-between, who "more 
loved ready money, and to live in ceurt than in 
the wilderness in XJlster," got gold in his purse ; 
and Sir Hugh Montgomery, Sir James Hamilton, 
and Conn CyNeill executed tripartite indentures 
to the effect of the King's pleasure as above 
intimated ; but by a cunning arrangement of Ha- 
iniiton, the King's patent was passed only to him, 
and he was declared trustee for Conn O'Neill 
And Sir Hugh Montgomery. Though Hugh 
Montgomery and James Hamilton were created 
knights at the same time, it was the pleasure of 
ihe King that Montgomery should take the pre- 
a^eocj, beiag an jnheritor utvdw ^wsifc^ ^xv\ 
iagtvaBsaJ in Seoiiand. Besides S^iBOjeA %i%:« '?o^ 
lamiltoD ''through the etfw»wiy-oi> ^''^^. ^*»^^ 
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friendship" — his scholarship had done him t 
service— had made a better bargain than fflcrtA- 
gomerj had, and had obtained the better sbue 
of the diyidend-thongh he came later into the floU. 
For he had managed in the patent to engrdlB 
many more church lands than Montgomieiy, 
" and/' says an old chronicler, " he was so wue 
as to take, on easy terms, endless leases of mudi 
more of Conn's third part, and from other tlw- 
pairing Irishes than Sir Hugh had done." TLese 
Knights having received their well-gotten booij} 
were entitled Lord Montgomery of Ardes, aad 
Lord Hamilton of Claneboy. Verily these "noble 
families" seem to be made np of the very heart's 
blood and sustenance of these poor ^* despairing 
Irishes." 

Conn's welcome on his return home with his 
pardon, though not immediately referring to the 
subject of this book, is too graphic and cha- 
racteristic of the manners of the day, to be 
<»nitted : — 

*' Conn then returned home in trinmph over his ene> 
mies (who thought to have had his life and estate,) 
and was met by his friends, tenants, and followers, the 
most of them on foot, the better sort had g^errans, some 
had pannels for saddles, (we call them back bughams) 
and the greater part of the riders without them ; and 
but very few spurrs in the troop, yet instead thereof they 
might hare thorn prickles in their brogue heels \jm is 
usual), and perhaps not one of the concourse had a hat ; 
but the gaitry (for sure) had on their done wosle bfir- 
rads» the rest might have sorry scull caps, otherwise (in 
reverence and of necessity') went cheerMly pachig or 
trotting /bare-headed. Conn XieVnft «o coove^ \w %\5^\& v^s. 
'nablih equipage^ to Castlercag^, ^Vi«^J^^ «^^;^;>^ 
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MoEe, Squire Conn, all the honour and homage tliej 
could bestow, presenting him with store of beeres, col- 

-^psghs, sheep, hens, bonny blabber, nuan butter (auch 
as It was) ; as for cheese I heard nothing of it, (which to 

. ibis daj is very seldom made by the Lrish), and there 
lEaa some greddan meal strowans, with snush and bolcan, 
as much as they could get to regale him ; where I will 
leave him and tiiem to congratulate each other's inter- 
view, till other occasions to write of him offer them- 
selTes."* 

Cpnn O'Neill, as might be expected, was not 
long lefl his thirds. For on the 14th March. 
1606, specifying certain considerations, he exe- 
cuted to Sir Hugh Montgomery a feoffment of 
all his lands, and also a deed of sale of the timber 
growing on four of his townlands. The latter 
deed bore date 22nd of August, 1606. 

And now the Montgomery Plantation began 
in right earnest. Montgomery found that the 
land he had succeeded in becoming proprietor of 
was without inhabitants. The " despairing 
Irishes," for the most part, were gone, for good 
reasons that they had ; the soil had been reaped 
with fire and sword, and was desolate ; head 
rents must be paid to the King, and there were 
no tenants to pay them. The parishes were more 
wasted, says the Montgomery Manuscript, than 
Ajnerica when the Spaniards landed there (the 
comparison is apt); and to repair these evils, 
the Undertakers, '' having got a good bargain for 
themselves,'' made some of their friends and 
retainers sharers under them as freeholders and 

. *-?^ reception I fear, is but avk VtvvesvMvsG. ^1 "^^ 
rf^ *?^^''r ^e ^w «• Montgomen \ ^^ "^"^^^ ^"^"^ 
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labourers. There came several fanners under 
Montgomery, "gentlemen from Scotland,** of 
the names of Shaws, Calderwoods, Bojds, and 
Keiths. Many Hamiltons followed Sir James, 
" all of them worthy men, especially his own 
brothers;" and other farmers, as the Maxwells, 
Rosses, Barclays, Moores, Bayleya, and others 
whose posterity hold there to this day.f By tlic 
Montgomeries some foundations were made for 
towns, as Newtown, Donaghadee, Comber, OM 
and New Grey Abbey ; and Hamilton also 
founded towns and incorporations, as Bangor, 
Hollywood, Kilileagh (with a strong castle), and 
Ballywalter. When these things were done, and 
a fair promise thereby given that the new set- 
tlements would have their towns and marts of 
trade, the Scots came there willingly and nume- 
rously, and became tenants and subtenants to 

* There apx)ear8 in all the Plantations to have existed 
a much greater readiness in the Scotch than in the 
English to participate in the toils and troubles of set- 
tling, '^llie English (says the Stuart Manuscript) 
being a great deal more tenderly bred at home 
in England, and having better quarters than they 
could find in Ireland, were unwilling to flock thither. 
Besides, the nuu-shiness and fogginess of the island was 
found unwholesome to English bodies, more tenderly 
bred and in better air." But the Scotch, who could not 
be worse off any where than at home, with its inclement 
clime and reluctant soil, flocked in numbers to the more 
genial air and willing land or the parent country. It 
was at the time thought fortunate that the Hignlandt 
and Lowlands of Scotland were not more populou«« for 
there would not have been room enovn^, «v«i V\\3ck v 
feirmore rebellions and more couA«ia.\\oTi%, tvst •JX^Jw^x 
could hare been spared to Ireland. 
/ BeJd, voL L, p. 89. 
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their countiTmen, and the land, though not with 
its awn children^ came to be peopled again.* 
iLmongst those who accompanied Montgomerj, 
were Patrick Shaw, Laird of Kelseland ; Mr. 
Thomas Nevin, brother to the Laird of Monck- 
Boddin ; and Mr. Cunningham, gentlemen, (who 
appear to have been what in Lreland we now call 
Montgomery's ** wise men") ; Patrick Moore, of 
Dagh; Neill, and Catherwood, to all of whom 
he granted lands in fee farm, in the parish of 
Donaghadee. Others came, too^ on whom he 
bestowed tenements in freehold, and parks by 
lease ; they built stone houses, and they traded 
to France, Flanders, and Norway.f 



* The account I have given of this Plantation is that 
giren by Stewart, which I think is preferable either to 
that of Lodge, in his *< Peerage of Ireland," or to the 
*' Montgomery Manuscripts." The latter, though very 
raluable, are a family biography, and have all it's 
attractions and its Caults — eircumstantiality, gossip, self- 
adulation, and minuteness. 

t Montg. MSS., p. 48. The North enjoyed an export 
of manufactures and a foreign trade long before this 
plantation. Her serges were exported to Italy, and had 
a high reputation. — Stuart's Armagh, p. 145. In the 
XHttamonm of Fazzio Delli Uberti, a Florentine poet, 
(1357)f we have the following testimony : — 

" l^milimente passamo en Irlanda 
La qual fra noi e degna di fama 
Per le nobile saie che ci manda." 

Thus translated — " So did we pass into Ireland, favour- 
ably known at Florence for the serge, worthy of all 
commendation, which she sends to na. 'Mft\a^N^>\* 
able testimony to the great antiquity ot ovsac ^TL^\>oa>j^ 
mterprSae. 
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The first arrival of a new popniation like tliifl* ■ 
coming to occupy the land from which its Bata- 
ral owners had been expelled by violence, or out 
of which they had been purchased with money* • 
will always pre^nt features of peculiar interest 
In this case the settlers found a desolate and tm- 
iiiliabited peninsula, in the whole of which there 
were not tliirty cabins, nor any stone walls; the 
Tiiarks of war and sacrilege met their eyes— 
here and there were seen ruined and roofless 
churches, the overturned monuments of ancient 
piety and the violated fanes of ancient peace. 
There were a few vaults at Grey Abbey, and a 
*' titump of an old castle" in Newtown, in each of 
which some "gentlemen from ScoUand'* shel- 
tered themselves at their first coming there. 
But they improved their circumstances shortly; 
tliey made cottages and booths; for the aods, and 
t}iG saplins of ashes, alders, and birch trees,* 
with the rushes for the thatch, and the boshes 

* The Montgomery Manuscripts remark, that the 
original planters found a M>il not at all encumbered with 
large woods to be felled and grubbed. But IreUmd hud 
undergone a great reyolution in the department of the 
AV'<mhIs and Forests. *' There was so much wood in Ire- 
land in the earliest ages, tjiat one of the names whidi 
it liad from foreigners was, the * Island of Woods;' 
given to it, say the old historians, by one whom Ninii, 
the son of Bd, eent to discover it. Indeed, by all the 
writings and monuments of ancient time, whethesr 
there is any truth in the old Irish saying or no^^ 
* that it was thrice under the plow-ahaie« thiioe it 
wii« woodf and thrice it was 'baic^'— ^t «aBPfi«ttx% ^Qmx 
«5 Jong 08 the Lmd was in vo»»»»^ ^ VSaa^^^^ 
JriMh, it WM full of woods ou ^^««7 «^^' ^=^^»>^ ^ 
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for the wattles, were near at hand ; and they 
eonstracted, as it were, a palace for the great 
chief of the movement out of the remains of 
the old castle ; in which the first Montgomery 
that ever settled himself in the land of O'Neill 
enjoyed for the time his well-earned repose. 
This was Sir Hugh's chief residence; it was six 
miles from Belfast, and was thence supplied with 
all the requisites of life. During the sum- 
mer time, two or three times in the week, inter- 
course was frequent between Scotland and New- 
town; but the communications between that 

digging out the earth for a new canal from Lough- 
neagh to Dublin, for an inland navigation, a forest, 
as it may be called, was diiicofvered undor grouiid: 
a vast number of fallen trees of asb, oak, alder, &c., 
lying near a mile in length under a covering of earth, 
in tome places six, in others eight foot deep, many of 
them of large bulk tumbled down one over another, 
some lying in straight lines, and others in a transverse 
or oblique position. Many discoveries oi this kind arc 
continiuilly made all over the island ; and there is scarce 
a bog but what affords plenty of timber buried in it, 
cut down, no doubt, by some of the first inhabltante, 
in order to make room for tillage and pasttu^ : but in a 
long course of time they have been covered over by a 
stagnation of waters, which the trees themselves, bemg 
thus felled and disposed of, might have first occasioned, 
and by the highlands being dissolved with repeated 
rains, and, together with the earthy particles of rain 
water, lodging upon them. The names of many forests 
thus reduced are still preserved ; and they were in the 
early times so numerous as to be a great iucumbr«nce» 
as sppears fVom many instances in the ancient history. 
But since the conquest, in ordw «a ^^^ \a ^«c^»L^^3as^- 
bef for tbeir houses, and coiweTt. \\\e ^K1W^' >»^^ \qss«^ 
mat^ as to deprive the tebeU an^ toY^iCc^ <i<l^^fc\s\w^ 
ngr holee and places of refai^, t\ve ^e%.\fe^x. ^^^ ^^ ^^"^ 
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country and Donaghadee were more tr&tfk^ 
us it waa but three hours' sail from Poit- 
patrick. 

In the summer months of 1607, Newtovm hftfl 
become quite a place of resort from SeoilaDd. 
People aiTived from Stranraer, a town tiiere, 
took horses at the port of Donaghadee, came to 
see their friends at Newtown, with theur waiw 
and provisions — ^thus mingling business with 
friendship — sold their commodities, dined, and 
returned in the evening to Scotland. " Sach;'* 
says my authority, "was their encouragement, 
from a ready market, with their kind desires to 

iroods have been reduced to arable and jMstnre gronnd, 
or tarned iuto bogs. Indeed, they have been so modi 
reduced, that the inhabitants in general not only want 
wood for firing, but to carry on the business of buildiiH? 
and repairing houses." — Warner* s History of Irelani^ 
vol. i., p. 40. 

Tiie destruction of the timber of Ireland went on veiy 
rapidly. Originally, as we have seen, the island was 
called ♦* woody," the people near Cork were called Fbc/i^. 
signifying dwellers in a woody country, and the name 
of You^hal is said to have a similar meaning. Spenser I 
and otliers commemorate Ireland as abounding in sliade 
and foliage; and Stanihurst (quoted by Moore, vol.!, 
p. 15) says the natives were accused of savagely liviiig 
m the depths of thuir mighty forests ; yet, in less ftsn 
a century after Spenser wrote, and when the Mnn/aler 
and Ulster wars and plantations had effect^- s j^r^t 
** clearing," we find Piers, in his Descriptioil of "Mei^i 
complaining of the want of forest trees, •* wheren^ 
Ireland was anciently well stored." — See Moore, ttijflh^. 
Cambrensis, in his time, complaineth that Irelkietcl- md 
excess of woods and very Uu\e c\\«LtKv^"®''^ ^ssvsavWJI^t 
now the Enfflish Pale is too naVeAv Nxsxt -fc-^-^saiS^ 
is their most fbell."— Campion^* Ht*t«r\e of^rem^^, 

i:Jiap. 3. 
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Ni» and Bc^>ply their friends and kindred ; which 
GrMsndlj commerce quite took awaj the evij 
report of wolves* and woodkerns which "envyers 
§t planters' industry" bad raised, to disturb 
Ibis bees' nest of thriving Scotchmen. 
'The Planters were active and stirring; and if 
If 6 give credit to their historian, they had an 
example of industry in their Lord and Lady, they 
both being active and intent on their work, '' as 
birds after pairing to make nests for their brood." 
Accordingly, one might see streets and tene- 
ments growing up by the rare power of industry, 
and houses springing as it were out of the 
ground, ** like Cadmus* colony." 

But whilst the grosser sort were working for 
the mere material necessities of the new Planta- 
tion, their pious leader — *'for indeed our fore- 
fathers were more pious . than ourselves," as well ' 
they might — had made preparations for the per- 
formance of divine worship. When *' the stump 
of the old castle," which appears to have been 

* ** King Edgar is said to be the first who attempted to 
rid this kingdom of such disagreeable inmates, by com- 
mating the punishment for certain crimes mto the ac- 
captaoce of a number of wolf's tongues from each ori- 
noLixuil. However, some centuries after, these animals were 
again increased to such a degree, as to become the object 
of -royal attention; accordingly, Edward the First issued 
oifX ^ mandate to one Peter Corbet to superintend and 
Ewslst in the destruction of them. They are said to 
bave infested Ireland long after they were extirpated in 
(wg^imd i however, the oldest men in that country re- 
|ir>emher nothing o£ these anlmaia*, axv^ V\i \& ^tOosS^^ 
)jif4tt there have been none there for mote Wvaa. ^ ^x^feoaq 

^t, : Scotland aUo is totally free." Gold&mxtV* AtvV- 

4/ed JVature, vol. ij., p. 210. 
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the first consideration, was repaired (in tk6 
spring of 160G), so that there might he shelter 
for that year's summer and harvest, and for Sir 
Hugh and his servants, then hia piety -made 
some good store of provisions in those ftir sea- 
sons towards roofing and fitting the chancel of 
the church for the worship of God ; hut hii 
virtue was not without good calculation, for 
'* therein he needed not withdraw his OWM 
planters from worhing for themselves, becoMse 
there were Irish Giheonets and Garrons enough 
in his woods (alas I these poor despairing Irishes !) 
to hew and draw timber for the sanetmtnyJ' 
Before winter it was decently serviceable jTvd 
Sir Hugh had brought a supply of three chap- 
lains over with him. In summer, 1608, some 
of the walls of an old priory were roofed in for 
the lady and children and servants (which were 
many) to live in. It was a strange hospitalitj 
which the houses of an old faith thus tendered 
to the Planters of a new race and a new reli- 
gion. 

Lady Montgomery, who would seem to have 
well deserved the eulogium bestowed upon the 
wife of Conn O'Neill, of being " a sharp, nimble 
woman," caused watermills to be built in all the 
parishes of her husband's principality, of which 
she stood in need in working about her gardenia 
carriages, &c. The arrival of '^a commodity" 
of Scotch millers freed the colonists from the 
necessity of grinding their com with the old and 
simple but troublesome macbmeTy o€ the (\iiaim 

stones^ an inconvenience ibey -wcro ^orisftdL \ft 

undergo at their first coxmng. 
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■ Her ladyship had farms at Grey Abbey and 
at Comber, as well as at Newtown, both to sup- 
ply her own domestic circle and the new impor-* 
tfttions of Montgomerys who were daily coming 
OYer; nor did she find any difficulty in getting 
a supply of labourers. For, — and as a means 
of testing the station and condition of some of 
those who first planted English civility and the 
Gospel among us, the fact is worth observation — 
many came over who had not the means to plant 
and take leases of land, but whose available 
capital was '* a cow or two, or a few sheep, for 
whioh she gave them grass and so much grain 
pes annum, and a house and garden plot to live 
on, and some land for fiax and potatoes, as they 
agreed on, for doing their work, and there be at 
this day.(l698 — 1704) many such poor labourers 
amongst us ; and this was but a part of her good 
management, for she set up and encouraged 
linen and woollen manufactory."* 

Nothing can surpass the agreeable picture 
given of the settlement in the Ardes. Every 
body — a thing which is equally rare in old and 
new settlements — minded his own business at the 
plough and the spade, and building, and the 
nursing up orchards, and the planting of fruit 
trees, and the making of ditches. The old wives 
spun, whilst the garrulous murmur of their 
tales mingled with the industrious noises of the 
spinning wheel ; young girls plied their nimble 
fingers and nimbler tongues, and every one was 
innocently busy. " Now the Golden ^aceable 

* Afontgom. MSS. p. SX- 
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Age was renewed: no strife, contenticHiy qnendons 
lawyers, or Scottish or Irish feuds, between 
clans and families, and simames, disturbing the 
tranquillity of those times; and the towns and 
temples were erected, with other great works 
done (even in troublesome years.)" 

This was the mere planting of the seed. The 
seed time passed, and the harvest came. Cad* 
mus had well planted his teeth, for we are UAi 
that in a few years from the banning of the 
Plantation, Tiord Montgomery brought before the 
Muster-Master of the King, one thousand fighting 
men ; and by letters patent Newtown was created 
a Corporation, whereof the Lord Hugh is named 
Provost, and the Right Worshipful the Burgesses 
are also named. And so was consummated the 
Plantation in the Ardes of Down ;* and so was 
the first stone laid of the greatness of the Mont- 
gomerys and the Hamiltons in the land of the 
CyNeills! 



* '* This corporation hath divers privileclgee, the most 
remarkable are that every Parliament thej s^id tvo 
Burgesses to serve therein ; the other is that it can hold a 
Coort every second Friday for debt, trespass, and damage, 
not exceeding three score six shillings and eight pence, 
sterling. The town hath in it an excellent piece tk 
freestone work of eight squares, called the cross, with a 
door behind ; within are stairs mounting to the towers, 
over wtiich is a high stone pillar, and proclamations are 
made thereon; on the floor whereof at each square is an 
antique spout which vented claret, King Charlea the 2d 
being proclaimed our King of Great Britain, France, 
and ^1^^ Ac. Ao. Do. 1649." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Plans for the great Plantation — Bacon's plan — Projects 
and observations upon them. 

We have dwelt at length on the Plantation in 
the Ardes of Down ; for though not necessarily 
belonging to our immediate subject it possesses 
manj features of engaging interest and belonging 
equ^lj to that more extensive settlement which 
planted in the great domains of O'Neill and 
O'Donnell, and Mac Guire, and O'Doghertj, 
and O'Reillj, a new people, a new Faith, new 
habits, laws, institutions, traditions, a new history, 
and a new and more potent Aristocracy. 

There was no character which James coveted 
more than that of planter and legislator of coun- 
tries, and no passion of his was greater than that 
which he had for introducing " civility," and the 
English laws and customs into Ireland. Nothing 
could have been more fortunate for this object 
than the rebellions and sham rebellions which 
disturbed the earlier part of his reign. The 
materials for experamentalizing were presented 
to his hands abundantly in the six northern coun- 
ties of Ulster — Donegal, Tyrone, Derry, Ferma- 
nagh, Cavan, and Armagh — "a tract of country^" 
we are told hy Leland, ** co\«tei^ Vv(\v ^QK3^^ 
where rohhera and rebels fowu^ ^ «fcftx«^ ^^^Rst^ 
desolated by war and famine, mA ^^^>Ivca^ '^'^ 
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waste without the deliberate and vigorous inter- 
position of the English government." 

James determined to dispose of these lands to 
his British and Scotch subjects, to the exclusion 
of the original Irish owners. For the absence 
of integrity and national honour in such a 
proceeding, there was, in the opinion of the Bong 
and his courtiers, an ample compensation in the 
purposes of peace and cultivation to which he in- 
tended to applj the vast bulk of forfeited property, 
which had come to his hands. That his opinions 
and determination on this subject were of long 
standing, we maj assume from the fact that Lord 
Bacon's first suggestions for the planting of Ire- 
land bear date long before the flight of the Earls 
of Tyrowen and TyrconnelL Indeed it is impos- 
sible to resist the belief that from the beginning 
of this reign, Cecil and the other courtiers, 
surrounded by hungry vultures, having hordes 
of useless retainers, with a deficient public 
revenue, and anxious, it may be admitted, to 
establish permanent peace in Ireland where the 
most enormous expenses had been incurred in a 
long continuance of war, had planned the sham 
plot, the flight, and the forfeiture, at once to get 
rid of the enemies of England, to provide for their 
hungry applicants, and to garrison Ireland for 
the English crown. 

In Bacon's voluminous correspondence, we 
find a letter addressed to Mr. Secretary Cecil, 
after the defeat of the Spanish forces in Ireland. 
Bacon and Cecil! — it is a straji^e neighbouring 
of names in the managemenA. ot \t\^ ^^vS. 
This letter must have beeu vit\tXfexv '^v^sx^ >;^ 
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great war of Hugh O* Neill was closing and the 
Spaniards, under the imbecile Don Juan D' Aguila, 
had been defeated in the South of Ireland.* This 
letter had been despatched, O'Neill had capitulated, 
liad been received into favour, had visited Lon- 
don, and thence returned loaded with the smiles of 
a Court and the coronet of an Earl ; yet it seems as 
if this production were but the indication of a fore- 
gone conclusion, the programme of a play that was 
to be played out, and as if the reconciliation with 
O'Neill were not intended to be of long duration. 
Bacon's plan contained elements which had they 
been admitted into the Plantation it would have 
worked if not more absolute good, at least with 
less injustice to the natives of Ireland. He re- 
commended toleration in religious matters. He 
argued philosophically that two things should 
precede compulsion, one was instruction and the 
other operation, ** neither of which they yet had." 
Besides, he says, ** until they be more like rea- 
sonable men than they yet are, their society were 
rather scandalous to the true religion than 
otherwise — as pearls cast before swine ; for, till 
they be cleansed from their blood, incontinency, 
and theft which are now not the lapses of particular 

• **Life of Hugh O'Neill,*' p. 213. a.d. 1603. Bacon 
says of this southern campaign : ** What was the event ? 
This in a few words : that after the Irish and Spanish 
forces had come on, and showed themselves in some bra- 
very, they were content to give the English the honour 
as to charge them first : and when it came \o >i)Dk& Ocax^ 
tiiere Appeared no other difference YjeXweeii \X\^ N«\sssi3i 
rtie Irish rebels and Spaniards, \)\it t\\a\. \)afc <»aa ^««^ 
^y before they were charged, and t\ie o^iJcifiSt ^\.ws^>N» 
er. ".^Considerations of a War u>ith Spam. 
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persons but the very law of the nation, thej am 
incompatible with religion reformed. For po- 
licy, there is no doubt but to wrestle with them 
now is directly opposite to their reclaiming."* 
Whilst he recommenda the fair distribution of 
justice amongst the people, he argues that a tem-* 
porary application of martial law is politic and 
necessary. But his strangest suggestion, though 
not the least wise for his purposes, is '* to translate 
large families from Ireland into England, and 
give them recompence and satisfaction here for 
their possessions there, as the King of Spain did 
by divers families of Portugal." Further, he re- 
commends two things which he considers very 
important ; namely, that choice be made of such 
persons for the government of towns and places, 
and such undertakers be procured as be men gra- 
cious and well beloved, and likely to be well 
followed. And that it be not left to the pleasure 
of the undertakers and adventurers, where and 
how to build and plant, but that they do it 
according to a precept or formulary. For, first, 
the places both maritime and inland which are 
fittest for colonies or garrisons, as well for doubt 
of the foreigner, as for keeping the country in 
bridle, will be found, surveyed, and resolved on ; 
and then that the patentees be tied to build in 
those places only, and to fortify as shall be 
thought convenient. And lastly, " it folio weth 
of course in countries of new populations to in- 
vite and provoke inhabitants by ample liberties 
and charters." 

^Bacon's Letters ^t«mp. lEAix.^ Wm. 
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It cannot be denied that, putting oat of con- 
dd^ration the original wrong of this great trans- 
iction, Lord Bacon's early suggestions*— jnade in 
uiticipation of the spoliation that afterwards 
occurred — contained much forethought and wis* 
iom, and indicate a very different mode of pro- 
sedure from that of Cecil and Chichester. 

Four jears after this letter had been written 
the opportunity occurred which was so much 
coveted by the king, and for which his courtiers 
and dependants had struggled so long. O'Neill 
and O'Donnell were gone, never to return — 
(yDogherty was subdu^ and the six great coun- 
ties of the North lay at the mercy of James. 
Bacon now addressed his master in a very able 
and elaborate essay, which he entitled " Certain 
»^nsiderations touching the Plantation in Ire- 
and."* He sums up the several advantages in- 
idental to a properly managed Plantation, and 
I the first place he dwells complacently on the 
*06pects opened to his mtyesty for getting rid of 
e superabundant population of England and 
■otiand, and for providing ample *' sostentation 

Bacon excuses himself thus, though no apology ap- 

rs to have been necessary, for giving his opinions at 

e to the King : ** And I was the rather invited this to 

y the remembrance, that when Lord Chief Justice 

mm served in the place wherein I now serve, and 

wards in the attorney's place, he laboured greatly 

e last project touching the Plantation of Munster, 

I, nevertheless, as it seemeth, hath given more li^ht 

B errors thereof what to avoi^, \)c\wv\x^ ^CCka^Jawi- 

*" the Mine what to follow." Lord BacotCs'VTwV**- 

P- 47L Bohn, 1843. 
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for numerous families, whose discharge also oxX 
of these countries may prevent the seeds of fu- 
ture perturbations. It is as if a man were trou- 
bled for the avoidance of water from the place 
where he hath built his house, and afterwards 
should advise with himself to cast those waters, 
and to turn them into fair pools or streams for 
pleasure, provision, or use. So shall jour ma- 
jesty in this work have a double commodity ill 
the avoidance of people here, and in making use 
of them there." 

Other advantages he sets forth of defence 
against the foreign enemy, and of a great in- 
crease of strength and profit to the Crown by 
working " on the unpolished part thereof.'' And 
he concludes the summary of benefits by a glow- 
ing picture of the prize proposed to British and 
Scotch speculation. *' For this island being an- 
other Britain, as Britain was said to be another 
world, is endowed with so many douries of Na- 
ture, considering the fruitfulness of the soil, the 
ports, the rivers, the fishings, the quarries, the 
woods, and other materials ; and especially the 
race and generation of men, valiant, hard, and 
active, as it is not easy, no, not upon a continent, 
to find such confluence of commodities, if the 
hand of man did but join the hand of Nature." 

The reader may, with great advantage, com- 
pare the suggestions of Bacon for carrying out 
this Plantation with the projects proposed by the 
council to the king, and the '^ Orders and Condi- 
tJons^ which James pubVisVved. 
Three motives, Bacon aaya, m^wc^xaeii. Vi ww^ 
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dertake new settlements : pleasure, honour, and 
profit.* Without dwelling much on the two 
first, he proposes to make the new undertaking 
attractive to the planters by three means: Ist. 
To set the land at easy rates to their new owners. 
2dly. To give them a perfect liberty of export 
of all commodities growing upon the planted 
country — ^liberty to import, custom free, all things 
appertaining to the necessary uses — liberty to 
take timber or other materials in the King's 
woods, and the like. 3dly. To exonerate the 
planters from bearing the whole mass of charge 
out of their private purses. 

He recommends a Commission of Plantation, 
and that the Commissioners should for certain 
times reside and abide in some habitable town of 
Ireland, as well to decide all controversies, as to 
form centres round which tradesmen and a con- 
course of people might flock, as it will be some 
help and commodity to the undertakers for things 
they shall stand in need of. And he adds a sug- 
gestion which proves him to have well understood 
the principles of centralization, which are so 

* With regard to the pleasures of an Irish residence, 
he says: *' In this region or tract of soil there are no 
warm winters, nor orange trees, nor strange beasts, nor 
birds, or other points of curiosity or pleasure, as there 
are in the Indies, or the like ; so as there can be found 
no fou nidation made upon matter of pleasure, otherwise 
than the very general desire of novelty and experiment 
in some stirrintr natures may work somewhat." Spenser 

had more flntu^ring opinions of Ire\ai\i\ Fame Q.uft«u^> 

vassim. And tliis sentence contviuiU sUviw^l^^ N»\>iy^ ''iM*^ 
' noted Jn the tt'xt. 

I 3 
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much interwoven with the modem system ci colo- 
uization :* 

** The next is, that jour Majesty would make a eer- 
respondeocj between Uie commission there, and a Coim- 
cil of Plantation here : wherein I warrant mjself by Hba 
precedent of the like council of plantation for YirginU; 
an enterprise, in my opinion, differing aa much from 
this, as Amadis de Ganl differs from CsBsar's Commen- 
taries. But when I speak of a council of plantatioii, I 
mean some persons chosen by way of reference, upon 
whom the labour may rest, to prepare and rep<»t thuigs 
to the council of estate here, that concern that buaineis. 
For although your Majesty have a grave and sniBcient 
council in Ireland : fr^m whom, and upon whom, the 
commissioners are to have assistance and dependence ; 
yet that supplies not the purpose whereof I apeak. Per, 
considering, that upon the advertisements, as well of the 
commissioners as of the council of Ireland itself^ theie 
will be many occasions to crave direotiona £mn your 
Majesty and your privy council here, which are busied 
witli a world of affairs ; it cannot but give greater ex- 
pedition, and some better perfection unto such directioDs 
and resolutions, if the matters may be considered of 
aforehand, by such as may have a continual care of the 
cause. And it will be likewise a comfort and sattMfaction 
to some principal undertaken, if they may 6« admutted of 
that council,'* 

The same principle of centralization he applies 
to the building of dwellings on the intended 
plantation. His opinion was in favour of towns 
and not of isolated residences, and he gives many 
sufficient reasons for it, which, however^ had lit- 
tle effect in influencing the undertakers. 

•* My reasons," he says, *' are. First, when men come 
into a country vast, and void of all thin^ necessary for 

• See Introductory Essay to Yi\* wotV%, ^. ^m.. 
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^ use of man's life, if thej set up together in a place, 
one of them will the better supplj Qxe wants m the 
oliher: workfolks of all sorts will be the more conti- 
IbAiaUy oil work without loss of time ; when, if work fail 
in one piace, they may have it fitst by; the ways will be 
made more passable for carriages to these seats or towns, 
than they can be to a number of dispersed solitary 
places ; and infinite other helps and easements, scarcely 
to be comprehended in cogitation, will ensue in yicinity 
atnd society of people ; whereas if th^ boild scattered, 
as is projected, every man must have a cornucopia in 
himself for all things he must use ; which cannot but 
breed much difficult, and no less waste. 

'* Secondly, it will draw out of the inhabited country 
of Ireland prorisions and Tictuals, and many necessaries ; 
because they shall be sure of utterance : whereas in the 
dispersed habitations, erery man must reckon only upon 
tiiat that he brings with him, as they do in provisions of 
ships. 

*• Thirdly, the charge of bawnes, as they call them, 
to be made about every castle or house, may be spared, 
when the inhabitants shall be congregated only into 
towns. 

" And lastly, it will be a means to secure the country 
tigainst fiiture perils, in case of any revolt and defec- 
tion : for by a slight fortification of no great diarge, the 
danger of any attempts of Kernes and Sword-men may be 
prevented : the omission of which point in the last Plan- 
tation of Munster, made the work of years to be but the 
spoil of days. And if any man think it will draw peo- 
ple too far oflf fh>m the grounds they are to labour, it is 
to be understood, that the number of the towns be in- 
creased accordingly ; and likewise, tJie situation of them 
be as in the centre, in respect of the portions assigned 
to them : for in the champaign countries of EngUnd, 
where the habitation useth to be in towns, and not dis. 
persed, it is no new thing to go two miles ofi* to plough 
part of their grounds ; and two miles compass wUl take 
op B good deal of country.*' 

I have recapitulated the \eaA\tv% c\J\xvvs«a* ^ 
Lord Bacon on the subject o^ VV^ Y»xw\365Cvs 
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because they are the opinions of a great go* 
veming mind upon a subject of vast historical 
importance — of a statesman to whom is usually 
awarded the merit of designing this enormous 
confiscation ;* but principally that they may be 
contrasted with the scheme of Plantation which 
was subsequently carried into effect. 

It is plain that the mind of England was bent 
on the new conquest, by colonization, of the 
whole of Ireland. The attempts which had been 
partially made served only to whet the appetite of 
acquisition, and from the grander speculations of 
Bacon down to those of the meanest undertaker 
in Scotland, the several passions of men were 
turned with different ends to the peopling of this 
country ; and the rapidity with which the King 
proceeded in this his cherished scheme, corres- 
ponded with the anxious avidity of his hungry 
favourites, and the wants, of that tribe of mendi- 
cant courtiers who infested his mean and pom- 
pous court. 

The Earls had not long fled until, as we have 
seen, commissions were sent to the North, of 
judges to try and hang the traitors, and of others 
to investigate the extent and amount of for- 



* He shares this merit with Cecil, but the latter per- 
formed the vulgar part of the affair. He got up the 
plot with a view to the confiscation ; but Bacon laid a 
compreliensive, and, contrasted with the execution, a 
humane plan of colonization. The basis of both was 
avquJsitioD, hut there are degrees Vn To\>\icrs »a'\sv«s«si 
thlag elae.^See Concise View of the Irish Society, ^-^, 
t^'Jwre Robert Cecil obtains the wYvoYe m^ixvi oi *xx?.^^\.ves5 
^Jtf project* 
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tures which had accrued to the Crown by the 
3vidential discovery of the dropped letter, 
veral of those whom Leland, with gross assa- 
nce, calls "conspirators," — whilst in his own 
ges he admits the improbability of the exid- 
Qce of any "conspiracy" — were taken, tried, 
d hanged ; and the two Earls and other fugi- 
7es of inferior note were attainted by the usual 
ocess of outlawry, according to the course of 
e common law, which was so new and unfa- 
iliar in the principalities of Tyrowen and Tyr- 
nnell. This hot haste received a startling 
leck from the young chief of Inishowen ; but, 
ter some months of vigorous " rebellion," his 
itimely death allowed the King and his under- 
kers to proceed with their long meditated de- 
gns upon the estates of Ulster, and they lost 
it little time and spared no toil in this labour of 
ve. 

The six counties which were marked out as 
e prey of the undertakers, " as a new corner 

the vineyard" for the Wingfields, and Caul- 
;lds, and Chichesters, and Blayneys,* exceeded 
length and breadth the large counties of 
brkshire and Lancashire. No part of Ireland 
as more rich in natural fertility and cultiva- 
jn, and though the barbarian hand of English 
ipine had been busy with its teeming fields, it 
it bore to the " hungry vultures" that awaited 
3 partition, the abundant i^YoaA^^ of untold 
ialth. To gratify the ii\OT^\x\«Xfc ^^i\x«^ ^\\sv%. 
vants, James proceeded yjUVv t^\^^^-1 -wvV^^^ 

•Mitchers «»IIug\v O'^eWV ^«'^'^" 
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ment. No better choice could have been made 
of agents, for the work of plunder, than the King's 
Attorney General, and the Lord Deputy Chiches- 
ter. Sir John Davies was a subtle, pliant lawyer, 
eloquent and learned, without conscience, the pro- 
fessional apologist of robbery. He was a man of 
spirit and courage, and as we shall presently see, 
carried himself boldly in the parliamentary con- 
test, which took place a little later between him 
and Sir John Everard, for the speakership of the 
House of Commons. But in the plans and pro- 
jects, and execution of the Plantation of Ulster, 
he did no more than the lawyer's part ; he vindi* 
cated every act of wrong, and was ready with a 
reason for every iniquity. In the whole range of 
law literature there is not a more wonderful in- 
stance of unprincipled reasoning than that by 
which he reconciles **the conscience of the King" 
to the ejectment of the native Irish from their 
lands. He was a useful counsellor to such a 
sovereign as James. But the true master- 
mind of the confiscation was Sir Arthur Chi- 
chester. 

This Deputy was son of Sir John Chichester of 
Raleigh, in the county of Devon ; his mother was 
a descendant of Bourchier Earl of Bath.* His 
ancestral line was long and noble. But he was 
from his earliest days an adventurer. He left 
the University, preferring action to study, and 
betook himself to arms. He' served with dis- 
tinction — the distinction of superior courage and 

* One of this family got larg^ gtwA* <3i^^»^ >3w^\ya^. 
'Joud coniscation. 
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iut>erior ctiielty — in the Irish itmiies of Eliza- 
beth ; and was knighted for his actions in Ire- 
land, " where his services in the redaction of the 
Irish were so manifest^ that he was efiectuallj 
assistant to plough and break up that barbarous 
nation by conquest-, and then to sow it with 
seeds of civility."* In 1603, he was made a 
Privy Counsellor and Governor of Carrickfer- 
gus, and in 1604 he became Lord Deputy of 
Ireland.f 

He was a rigid Puritan, and had signalized 
himself by the bitterness with which he perse- 
cuted the Roman Catholics. His zeal was so 
furious, that even the King and Council were 
compelled at times to moderate it. But it was 
" in sowing the seeds of civilitie," that is to say, 
in plundering the natives of their property, that 
be was most signally efficient. He was ^* resolute 



• ** Lodge's Peerage*' by Archdall, quoting Fuller; vol. 
1, p. 318. He laid waste the neighbourhood of Carrick- 
fergos with fire and sword (1599), and was for his bril- 
liant services recommended to the congenial spirit of 
Cecil as the fittest man to be made sole Governor of 
Ulster to carry on '*a shup winter's war against the 
rebels." 

yiis brother. Sir John, was also Governor of Caiv 
ergus, but not exactly so profitably for himself 
For hearing that James Mac Sorley Mac Donnell was 
growing restive, he marched out against him. Their forces 
engaged, and Sir John was taken prisoner, and his head 
was cut ofi* on a stone near the Glynnes. Next year 
Mac Donnell was taken into favour, 8iUdQei&iii^the efli^ 
of Sir John in Jficholas's CVraicYv itk C»«.\x\0kSrx^K5»^ 
asked^**How the De'il he cam to ceX\A%V'ea^wK»xcwN^<st> 
be wBB^ he had anen taken U trom \Amr — W ^VVti.- 
"ftfts s Carnckjergus, p. 37. 
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in executing his designs, wise in taking kit 
party, master of his own temper, dexterous and 
able to manage the variety of humours he met 
with." And all these qualities were subservient 
to insatiable avarice, for he was, beyond all men 
of the day, greedy of gain and eager for forfei- 
tures. And therefore to him fell the lion's share 
of the Plantation, over whose details and man- 
agement his acute and sagacious genius presided.* 
This was the man whom James selected as his 
agent ; and it was a good choice. 

The King was well aware of the rock upon 
which the Munster Plantation split, and *' he had," 
says Leland, "& just conception of his present 
scheme." He showed this by his choice of Sir 
Arthur Chichester. The advantages of Sir 
Arthur were these: that his Irish experiences 
were great ; he was skilled in all the mysteries of 
hanging, drawing, and quartering ; he had served 
and butchered in the Irish wars ; there was no 
traitor whom he did not know ; and no Chief 
whose character he had not studied. He under- 
stood the territories to be planted — ^for his eyes 
were long turned with longing to the Peninsula of 
Inishowen, and the broad principalities of O'Neill; 
he had surveyed the doomed counties, and des- 
cribed particularly the state of each. The sta- 
tistics of the escheated estates were familiar to 
him as his prayers, (though he prayed much) ; 
and he could point out with the accuracy of an en* 
gineer, the fit places for the making of Castles and 

*TbeUst of the rewards of " f aitM\i\ C\\Ocv^%\«t^^ V^ 
^ given hereafter. They wo>iid ueaiYy m «.No\^m^\s^ 
'jemsoIreB. 
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lawns, and other fortified haunts of robbers ; nor 
ould the most accomplished master of the secrets 
f the human character more accurately delineate 
han he did, the failings and passions of the Irish 
Chieftains, the temper of the old natives, and the 
^ay in which to deal with both.* This founder 
>f the family of Donegal was in his way a rare 
nan — a Pizarro or a Cortes it might have been, if 
le had had a new world to discover. 

It is to Sir Arthur Chichester then that we 
nay attribute the excellent projects of the Plan* 
^tion of Ulster, which, improving much on the 
philosophic theories of Bacon, admirably fulfilled, 
we may presume, the more practical designs of 
Cecil and his master. When we reflect upon 
i¥hat Chichester did, and what he gained, we 
shall have little doubt about the real and intimate 
oaotive, which influenced James and his coun- 
sellors in the Plantation of Ulster. But, indeed, 
little doubt appears to be entertained on any side 
Ln these days on such a transaction ;'|' it stands 
confessed, an act of lawless spoliation without 

* Leland, vol. 2, p. 430. It is to be regretted, that 
all Chichester's letters and despatches to £ngland are 
Qot forthcoming. They would have formed admirable 
materials for history. Leland attributes to Chichester 
the qualifications enumerated above; "but he had one 
^squalification overlooked here by Leland, which is a 
fatid objection to every one of the above pretensions, 
namely, he was interested as one of the planters himself." 
Liber Munerum publicorum HibernicB, under the head of 
Res gestcB Anglorum in Hibernia, by Mr. Lascelles of 
the Inner Temple, chapter 47, p. 41, ^"J^ «isisS^<eQX^'£2c>%. 
ieb history of Irelasid, 

f Hume in a burst of TYiapsodXcsX t«.^\jqx^ ^SMSi^ss^^ 
Such were the arts by N?\i\cVi3MiM6% *m\x^xissR^ ^^ 
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plea or excuse ; and is now spoken of merelj ts t 
warning to Peoples against those divisions which 
make them the prey of the strong hand, and to 
Kings and Goyemments against the lust of con- 
quest, and the iniquity of lawless aggression.— 
This great crime will not have heen an unmixed 
mischief, if it teach People and Kings the evil 
and folly of their ways. 

Before the projects of the Privy Council, and 
*^ the Orders and Conditions'' of the King are laid 
before the reader, we may consider for a moment 
the nature of the country and the character of 
the people who were thus to he rudely trampled 
upon. And James himself is the safest witness 
that can be called to testify to the natural wealth 
and fertility of the soil he was about to plant 
In seeking to persuade the *' incomparable citj 
of London" to undertake a Northern Plantation, 
he presented them with the following << Reasons 
and Motives :** — 

" The Land Commodities which the North of 

Ireland produceth. 

" The country is well watered, generally by 
abundance of springs, brooks and rivers; and 
plenty of fuel, either by means of wood, or, where 
that is wanting, of good and wholesome turf« 

manity and justice, amongst a people who had ever been 
buried in the most profound barbarism. Noble cares ! 
much superior to the vain and criminal glory of con- 
quests ; but requiring ages of perseverance and attention, 
to periect what had been so bappVLy Y^e^gocci." — Hum«'« 
^istoru of England^ vol. 6, p. 59, "B^uX^xtt^lS^XASiw^ 
i805. The conclusion of this powi^oxift e\x\a«y ^iwSasst 
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** It yieldeth store of all tieoesaaty for man's 
lastenance, in such measare as may not only 
naintain itself, but also furnish the citj of Lon- 
lon, yearly, with manifold provision, especiallj 
br their fleets ; namely, with beef, pork, fish| 
Tje^ bere, peas, and beans, which will also, in 
iome years, help the dearth of the city and coun- 
try about, and the storehouses appointed for the 
relief of the poor. 

''As it is fit for all sorts of husbandry, so for 
i>reeding of mares and increase of cattle it doth 
sxcel, whence may be expected plenty of butter, 
cheese, hides, and tallow* 

'* English sheep will breed ebondantly in Ire« 
land, the sea coast, and the nature of the soil, 
being very wholesome for them ; and, if need 
were, wool might be had cheaply and plentifully 
3ut of the west parts of Scotland. 

'' It is held to be good in many places for 
madder, hops, and woad. 

'' It afTordeth fells of all sorts, in great quan* 
tity, red deer, foxes, sheep, lamb, rabbits, mar** 
tins, squirrels, &c. 

** Hemp and fiax do more naturally grow there 
than elsewhere ; which being well regarded, 
might give great provision for canvass, cable, 
^rding, and such like requisite for shipping, be* 
sides thread, linen cloth, and all stuffs made of 
linen yam, which is more fine and plentiful there 
than in all the rest of the kingdom. 

« Materials for building — ^timber, stone of all 
9orts, limestone, slate, and e][i\T\g\Q — at^ *SS^t^^^ 
rt most parts of the country ; and. \3aft ^oASa %Q«^ 
r brick and tile. 
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'* Materials for building of sliips, excepting 
tar, are there to be bad in great plenty ; and in 
the country adjoining the goodliest and largest 
timber in the woods of Glanoonkene and EJJIe- 
trough that may be, and may compare with any 
in his Majesty's dominions, which may easily be 
brought to the sea by Lough Neagh^ and the 
river of the Bann. The fir masts, of all sorts, 
may be had out of Lochabar in Scotland, not far 
distant from the North of Ireland, much more 
easily than from Norway ; other sorts of wood 
do afford many services, for pipe staves, hogshead 
staves, barrel staves, hoop staves, dap-board 
staves, wainscot, ' soap and dyeing ashes, glass 
and iron work, for iron and copper ore are th«« 
plentifully had. 

*' The country is very plentiful for honey and 
wax. 



*' The Sea and River Commodities, 

. " First. The harbour of the river of Derry is 
exceeding good ; and the road of Portrush and 
Lough Swilly, not far distant from the Deny, 
tolerable. 

*' The sea fishing of that coast very plentiful 
of all manner of usual sea fish, especially herrings 
and eels ; there being yearly, after MichaelmaSi 
for taking of herrings, above seven or eight score 
sail of his Majesty's subjects and strangers for 
lading, besides an infinite number of boats for 
fishing and killing. 

** Great and profitable ^aViiii^ «t^ vn, vV^a tv^xt 
adjacent isles of ScotVand, v^Yve^^ tqkk^ ^^. 
J^joders do Ssh all the sxxmm^x ae^^^ % ^^i. 5^s 
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ntifully vend their fish in Spain, and within 
; Straits. 

* Much train or fish oil, of seal, herrings, &c., 
y be made upon that coast 

'* As the sea yieldeth very great plenty and 

riety of the sea fish, so doth the coast afford 

andance of all manner of sea fowl, and the 

ers greater store of fresh fish than any of the 

'^ers in England. 

** There he also some store of good pearls upon 

LS coast ; especially within the river of Lough 

>yle. 

** The coasts he ready for traffic with England 

id Scotland, and for supply of provision from 

to them ; and do lie open and convenient for 
>ain and the Straits, and fittest and nearest for 
e wfoundland." * 

It is not surprising that, as we shall find pre- 
ntly, such excellent reasons and motives had 
eight with the mercers, drapers, goldsmiths, 
id painter-stainers of the good city of London. 

This country so hlest hy nature in her most 
)untiful mood, was possessed hy a hrave, war- 
ke, and religious people.f They were ** frank, 
norous, ireful, sufferahle of paines infinite, very ' 
orious, excellent horsemen, delighted with wars, 
reat alms-givers, passing in hospitalitie."^ Other 

♦ ** Concise View of the Irisji Society," page 6. 

t See <* Campion's Historic, " cap. 3, for a learned dis^ ^ 
lisition on the soil and climate of Ireluid ; and Spen- ' 
r's " View of Ireland,** p. 28. 

tCampion'9 **Higtorie of IreYanA," ^.T>AtAV "^^ 
8, " the lewder sort both clerliLa awi \a5xftctv wfe ^- 
and over looee in living, but \>e\Tvs NVt\,\SLO\>!SC\^ ^s^^^ 
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testimonies are at hand to mucli the same eflSeot ' 
'* The Irish were a people peaceable, hanalesi^ 
and affable to strangers, and to aU pious and 
good, whilst they retained the religion of their 
forefathers."* These are the qualities generallj 
attributed to the old natives of Ireland, and 
which, perhaps, were in none more marked thaa 
in the clans of O'Neill and O'DonnelL Braye,t 
gay, adventurous, hospitable, religious, the Irish 
possessed those elements of popular character, 
which when allowed a fair development^ conduce 
to national power, wealth, and happiness. But 
the circumstances of their country, the arrival of 
the Anglo-Norman adventurers, the long strug- 
gles for political existence, and then for religious 
freedom effectually counteracted the results natu- 
rally to be expected from the happy dispoaitioni 

up or reformed are such mirrors of holinesae and aus- 
teritie, that other nations retain but a shadow of devo- 
tion in comparing with them." 

• This is quoted in O'Connell's ** Memonr," from Bor- 
lase, p. 14 ; I have not found out any such passage in 
Borlase, nor do I understand the meaning of the qualv 
fication touching reUgioos fidelity. See also SpenserV 
"State of Ireland." p. 116. 

f " In battle they measured the valour of the comba- 
tants, by their contempt of artificial assistance; and 
when they beheld the English knights covered with iroa, 
hesitated not to pronounce them void of real courage. 
Their own arms were a short lance, or two javelins, a 
sword called a skean about 15 inches long, and an axe 
of steel called a sparthe. The latter proved a most for- 
midable weapon. It was wielded with one hand, but 
witb Buoh address and impetuosity «a %«ftew»js Vi ^^waA- 
tnie through the best tempex^ *?^'''"\f w^^JS 

Z p. 249. 
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f the people, and the abundant productiveness 
f the soil. 

If we were to judge hj the modem historians,* 
he Irish people at the accession of James, naj 
ome have said from the earliest periods, were 
luried in the most profound barbarism,f even 
hough from the fifth century they had enjoyed 
he light of Christianity, and though the priests 
,nd missionaries of the country had preserved, 
hrough medioeval gloom, both faith and learning, 
sxd propagated them through the world. In the 
enth century, ere the history of England had well 
»egun, and when the greatest part of Europe was 
QYolved in darkness, a steady light of piety and 
earning continued to shine in this island, and 
hed its rays over the neighbouring countries.^ 

* I say the modem historians, for the old historians, 
^ampion, Hanmer, &c., though perhaps more prejudiced 
rere less ignorant than the late writers. They tell more 
rath, though they sometimes say bitterer things. On 
11 Irish matters Hume is undoubtedly the most igno- 
ant English historian. 

J Hume's History, vol. 6, p. 50. 
•««The Monks,* saith Mr. O'Connor, « fixed their 
Abitations in deserts, which they cultivated with their 
wn hands, and rendered the most delightful spots in 
be kingdom. These deserts became well policed cities ; 
nd it is remarkable enough that to the Monks we owe 
9 useM an institution in Ireland, as bringing great 
umbers together into one civil community. In these 
ities the Monks set up schools, in which they educated 
he youth not only of the island but the neighbour- 
ag nations.' The testimony of Bede is unquestionable, 
hat about the middle of the seventh century, in the dsya 
f the venerable prelates Finian ani^ C!(:^s&»XL^ tbmbss 
vhles and other orders of the Ang\o-^«xoii*&^T^>sa^^x^^ 
eir own countij into Ireland, c\tY\«t i« VcaJwo^J^ff*^-. 
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In the schools of the continent, the Irish scholars 
continued "to retain their former superiority, 
and amongst the dwarf intellects of that time, 
towered as giants."* In France and Grermanj, 
the monasteries of the Irish, the only retirements 
for piety and learning in an nngodlj age, were 
flourishing, and the fame of Irish scholars was 
joyfully recognized. Irish monks founded a 
school at Glastonbury in England, where St. 

or for an opportunity of living in monasteries of stricter 
discipline : and that the Scots (as he styles the Irish) 
maintained them, taught them, and furnished them with 
books without fee or reward. *A most honourable 
testimony,' saith the elegant Lord LytUeton, 'not only 
to the learning, but likewise to ^e hospitality and 
bounty of that nation !' A conflux of foreigners to a 
retired island, at a time when Europe was in ignorance 
and confusion, gave peculiar lustre to this seat of learn- 
ing ; nor is it improbable or surprising, that seven thon- 
sand students studied at Armagh, agreeably to the aOf 
counts of Irish writers, though the seminary of Armagh 
was but one of those numerous colleges erected in Ireland 
But the labours of the Irish clergy were not confined to 
their own country. Their missionaries were sent to the 
continent. They converted heathens, they confirmed 
believers, they erected convents, they established schools 
of learning ; they taught the use of letters to the Saxoni 
and Normans, they converted the Rets by the preaching 
of Cohimb-kill, one of their renowned ecclesiastics: 
Burgundy, Germany, and other countries received their 
instructions : and Europe with gratitude confessed the 
superior knowledge, the piety, the zeal, the purity df 
the Island of Saints. Such are the events on whidi 
Irish writers dwell with an enthusiastic delight." — Lt- 
land's Preliminary Discourse, p. xx. See Lingard, vol. 
2, p. 245. Milner's Enquiry into Vulgar Errors, p. 9 ; 
Kinp*s Church History of Irtlandy W edit. p. 139. 
* See the excellently written c\\«5i\«r Vcv^oKst^'^^^Es^ 

tPJ^f vol. 2, p. 130. 
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Dunstan imbibed under their teaching " the very 
narrow of scriptural learning."* There that 
iistinguished ornament of the English Church 
vas learnedly accomplished, according to the ac- 
|uisitions of the time, in astronomy, arithmetic, 
md geometry ; and there too he cultivated that 
iweet taste for music, in which he indulged 
:hrough all his lifcf 

And so did piety and learning continue to 
iourish in Ireland, until by the constant inter- 
course, both peaceable and warlike, with the Danes, 
ind by their employment as mercenaries of those 
[)arbaiians in local feuds, the Irish had become 
familiar with rapine and all turbulent crimes, and 
I national degeneracy had been thereby produced, 
Bvhich continued increasing up to the time of the 
Elnglish invasion. Then it may, without dis- 
paragement to our country, be admitted that the 
Irish were matched against a people possessing 
at that time superior civilization, greater refine- 
ment, and a more compact and better system of 
government. A nation governed by innumerable 
Princes and Chiefs, was to meet in battle and to 
Btmggle with in policy, a country having but one 
centre of power, one head, one recognized source 
of government. It is no shame that with such 
unequal odds they were worsted in the long con- 

* Moore's Hist. vol. 2, p. 133 ; William of Malmsbury, 
Life of St. Donstan. 

f Moore says, on the authority of William of Malms- 
bury, that it was the frequent h&bit. of l\v\% ^^^.t. xsasi 
nheD fatigued with business, and VnYvv^ \vQ\rc%QS. ^c&^<k 
iumdo d Uteris vacuret, to fly for teixei^xaeoX Vi ^^ 
othing sounds of his harp. Vo\. % ^^.\^'^^ 
Q 
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test of np^eA, and it is a matter of national pride 
that 80 noble and unceasing a resistance conld 
have been made, with such discordant materiab. 
But much as Ireland had degenerated since 
the English invasion, she still enjoyed at the 
accession of James a great degree of civilizatioo, 
when compared with other countries at the same 
period. Under the rule of her native chieftainfl, 
religion had been protected, and the country was 
covered with the noblest architectural monuments 
of princely piety, of many of which, subsequently, 
she was stripped by the sacrilegious fury of the 
English.* Laws had been propounded with 
solemn sanctions, laws repugnant to later notions 
and to the refinement of modem ages, but suited 
to the wants, the genius, and the feelings of the 
people. Amongst the chieftains had been, and 
still were men of high accomplishment^ courtesy 
and valour. The Scotic chronida of Fordan 
supplies us with a letter written in the reign of 
Edward III., by O'Neill, King of XJlater, and, as 
he proudly says, *' rightful heir to the monarchy 
of all Ireland," and addressed to the Pope John 
XXII., and a more impressive and eloquent 
document will scarcely be found in the pages of 
history, indicating a degree of high and refined 
feeling, that could not be surpassed, if it could be 
equalled, in the Court of Edward. It is a history 
of English rule in Ireland from the beginning, 
told with grave and earnest simplicity, but in 
language the most eloquent and graceful. There 

• Letter of DonoXd OlJJeiW to Ycppe 3^\av ^XXYV. % ^a«^ 
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is little evidence in it of that perennial barbarism, 
which Hume attributes to the chiefs and people 
of ancient Ireland.* 

The deterioration which took place has been 
attributed to many causes; to the Danish inva- 
sions,! to the Brehon laws): — yet in days of ac- 
knowledged splendour and civilization, these 
Brehon laws formed the national code — ^but how- 
ever that degeneracy was produced, it was signally 
accelerated by the arrival of the Anglo Normans. 
They came like ''ravening wolves and more 
cunninig than foxes ;''§ they drove the inhabitants 
from their houses and their lands, '' to seek shelter 
like wild beasts in the woods, marshes, and caves; 
they sought out the miserable natives even in 
those dreary abodes ;"|| they seized on the noble 
endowments of the church, and destroyed the 
buildings devoted to piety and education. O'Neill 
pathetically laments that by the intercourse of 
the Irish with the English, his countrymen had 
lost the fine features of the national character, 
'' for, instead of being like our ancestors, simple 
and candid, we have become as artful and design- 
ing as themselves.'' 

Moryson in writing the time of Elizabeth says, 
that an Irish chieftain sat round the fire with his 
family in a state of nakedness. But not to dwell 
upon the requisitions of a climate not tropical, 
this will appear a mere gratuitous misrepresenta- 
tion, when we consider that sumptuary laws to 
prevent extravagance in dress were very frequent 

♦ This Admirable state papei Vft fpNctvYR VJofc K^g^^^^sjo. 
No. 4, and it ib well worthy oi cate&xilL ^«tv»s^« ^a. 

/ ^^'^' ^ol- 2, p. 1 43. "V VLxJCKi^. ^^- ^- ^t^ 

§ Mdner'8 * * Enquiry ;" O'li^^VWi \jfcXV«t . ^ 
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from an early period in Ireland, and that even 
English writers have minutelj dee«ribed the 
gorgeous garments of the chiefs and clansmen — 
the ornamented vest^ the trowse, the flowing 
mantle, the vast sleeves of finest linen djed in 
saffron— and that the ornaments of the women w(ffe 
of gold, and are duly recorded in bardic rhyme and 
soberer annals. A people so well supplied with, 
and so fond of using a costly wardrobe, wookl 
scarcely be reduced to a barbarous nakedness 
even in the recesses of their dwellings.* 

It must be confessed, however^ that the resi- 
dences of the Irish, contrasting strangely with 
the splendour of their ecclesiastical architecture, 
were in most instances mean and temporary, 
and suited only for a loose pastoral people. 
They were slight, and composed of hiudles.! 

* O'Donnell, who submitted in 1542, was dressed in the 

following fashion : ** For I think him furniflht of other 

apparrail hetter than any Irishman, for at such time as 

he mette with me he was in a coat of crimoisin velvett 

with aiglettes of gold, twenty or thirty pair, over that a 

great doble cloke of right crimoisin satin, garded with 

black velvet, a bonnet with a feather set fW of aiglettes 

of gold, that methought it strange to see him in so honoN 

able an apparrail, and all the rest of his nacion that I have 

seen as yet, so vUe." — State Papers in the time ofHennf 

VIII. Lord Deputy St. Leger's Letter to Henry, It is 

not easy to believe that he would drop these costly gar* 

ments, to sit amongst his family in nature's own material. 

t Dr. Lingard says, that at the time of the invasion 

"the seaports, inhabited chiefly by the descendants of 

Ostmen, were places of some trade. Dublin is styled 

the rival of London, and the wines of Languedoc were 

imported in exchange for hides. Bwl tKe majortCi^ of the 

fut/ives shuDued the towns, and \Vve^ Vxi \va\& \a.>iJBa 

country. They preferred pastwra^ie \« »«n^ct\\x»e. 

Jiestmint and Jabour were deemed \>y tto«^ ^^^^^'', 

^riJs; liberty and indolence tVie mo«t AewwiAft 
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But this is not to be taken to support the charges 
of barbarism made against the nation, which are 
completely belied by the course of education in 
the management of cattle, in husbandry, in 
navigation, and in letters, which were adminis- 
tered to their youth ; * the early commercial deal- 
ings with foreign nations,! and the long posses- 
sion of letters. But the social habits in almost 
every country of Europe were of a low nature, 
and their standard of social comfort was mean. 
Great contrasts— noble castles, splendid edifices 

blessings. The children owed little to the care of their 
parents, but, shaped by the hand of Nature, they ac- 
quired as they grew up elegant forms, which, ended by 
their lofty stature and florid complexion, excited tho 
admiration of the invaders. Their clothing was scanty, 
fashioned after a manner which to the eye of Giraldus 
appeared barbarous, and spun from the wool of their 
sheep, sometimes dyed, but generally in its natural 
state." — History of England^ vol. ii., p. 249. This 
must be taken with many allowances. The historian 
afterwards says, **They constructed their houses of 
timber and wickerwork, with an ingenuity which extorted 
the admiration of the English. Their churches were 
generally built of the same materials; and when Arch, 
bishop Malachy began to erect one of stone, the very 
attempt excited an insurrection of the people, who re- 
proached him with abandoning the customs of his coun- 
try, and introducing those of Gaul." In Mr. Fetrie's 
learned and elegant essay, he clearly proves that the 
use of stone and cement in churches, and occasionally 
in houses, was nearly cotemx)orary with the intro<luction 
of Christianity ; his clear and forcible reasoning will 
convince the most incredulous. — See The Ecclesiaatical 
Architecture of Ireland, compris\n|^ SAV ^^'SASSk^ c:)^ ^^ca 
Origin and Uaea of Round Towers oH It^-wAC' ^Oi.\.^ 
2mf ed., p. 127, et uiq. 

I ^^^y PreJiminary XAscoutse, p. xi»N\C\» 
T Staart a Armagh, 145; lAngard, uU sup. 
o 3 
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of piety, looking down upon mean structures of 
hurdles — were not unusual in England at the 
time of the first Anglo-Norman monarchs. 

Hume sums up the character of the Aoglo- 
Saxon race — and doubtless they were at the 
time of Henry IL not much ameliorated by the 
Norman invasion^ in this manner: — "They 
were in general a rude, uncultivated people, 
ignorant of letters, unskilled in the mechanic 
arts, untamed to submission under law and go- 
vernment, addicted to intemperance, riot, and 
disorder. Their best quality was their military 
courage, which yet was not supported by disci- 
pline or conduct. Their want of fidelity to the 
prince, or to any trust reposed in them, appears 
strongly in the history of their later period. 
£ven the Norman historians, notwithstanding 
the low state of the arts in their own cou^Ury^ 
speak of tliem as barbarians when they speak of 
the invasion made upon them by the Duke of 
Normandy. The conquest put the people in 
the way of receiving slowly from abroad the 
rudiments of science and cultivation, and of 
correcting their rough and licentious manners."* 
The Normans brought with them their habits 
and their tastes, and some refinement, which 
was, as Hume says, slowly imparted to the 
Saxons; and the composite nation, when its 

* Hume's History, vol. i., chap. 3. The Anglo- 
Saxons had their eric for murder aud wounds, their 
^avelkiDd, and a practice "which atSil o\>\««v%, oS. ^^d^s'vct^ 
the husband the value of the v^ife Vi\ c»»e% ^ a^\3\x*ai .— 
y^. J?r. LiDgATd even more grapYd«ii\y ^^«srC^%x\«jai. 
'W. /., p. 61. 
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adventurers first invaded the shores of Ireland, 
bad achieved a certain degree of civilization* 
Settled there, however, 'they made no exertion 
to extend this to the natives ; they acted merely 
as needy adventurers, seeking to make easy 
fortunes, and reckless of the ruin they wrought 
in the pursuit of wealth and power. 

In every other recorded case, the disasters of 
conquest have been followed by social ameliora- 
tion to the conquered people.* But the Anglo- 
Norman invasion was an unrelieved and un- 
atoned-for calamity to the Irish people ; the 
conquest up to the reign of James never having 
been completed, the policy of division, and the 
practices of petty and incessant warfare, were 
adopted from the first. Whatever superior civi- 
lization was enjoyed by the invader was never 
imparted to the invaded people ; he gave nothing 
but his vices to his new country. Entrenched 
within the stunted boundaries of the Pale, his 
only security was in the weakness of the 
" enemy ;" and this was effectually secured by 
the divisions which the institutions of Ta isriy 
and Chieftainship enabled him to create amongst 
their numerous kings and princes. The social 
amelioration of the Irish nation was never 

* I do not insist ux)on the point of honour, that Ire- 
land was never conquered. In Elizabeth's reign she was 
conquered both in war and policy ; and from the begin- 
ning she was practically oonquered, iot «tisstev3gsx.^\!kfc\s\'^ 
pouessed her capital city, exacted «. T«Hcav>fe, «svWs5- 
playing chief against chief, fatxuVy agSAW^ tsMccHL^ ^ vao.^ 
opt agAiast wept, reaped some ol tYv© mo»X «^go«iLd^%sv- 
fges of conquest. 
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thought of by the English adyentorers: the 
country was looked upon merely as so many 
estates, and the people as so many enemies. The 
legislation of the conqueror, the most remark* 
ably cruel, ignorant^ and selfish of any of which 
tiiere is a remaining record, was carefullj 
framed to obstruct die improvement of the 
nation. Statutes were passed to prevent inter- 
marriages, and all those other social connections 
which the humanity of Irish customs taught,* 
and which would have gradually led to a p^ect 
union of the two nations. Laws were made 
preventing the exercise of any of the arts and 
pursuits of peace.f It was impossible for the 
Irish either to improve their own institutions, 
or, assuming them to be superior, to adopt those 
of the Anglo-Normans.^ Their expulsion and 
extermination continued to be for centuries the 
objects of Government, which it sought to 
eflbct by remorseless cruelty, and by a poli<7 
even more cruel and relentless. The wars it 

*' Fosterage, goesipred, &c. 

f Irishmen could not enter English towns, nor trade 
with the inhabitants. 

t The late Mathew O'Conor, in his "History of the 
Irish Catholics/' thus irrererently speaks on thia qnei* 
tion: — '* Had Henry fulfilled his engagement (to extend 
the English laws, as he promised at the Council of 
Lismore), no revolution could have been more happy. 
Factious practices and unsocial manners would have 
yielded to the restraints of regular government, and 
M^ Brehon barbarism to mVL ^\ki\«^TAidfiace." — p. 3. 
Agreeing with him in othex pax\Ac\]\«c^, \ tdxmx -gaaaa^ 

tAst aothiDg in the accounts ot ^^^^^^^'^^^T^^S^ 
the inipataUon of unsociiOity. TVxe w».sni^ ^^ ^^'^ 

■iasLBted on. 
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\ Pale — ^the Statute of Kilkenny — the Plan ta- 
ns of Monster and Ulster, were the varying 
lications of that settled policy. The resistance 
the Irish was noble and continuous, but it 
3 without plan, without unity, without any 
nciple of concert, and it finally yielded to the 
rlike and politic genius of Lord Mountjoy. 
e submission of Hugh and Roderick removed 
last obstacle to English dominion; and if the 
glish did not succeed in the total annihilation 
the natives, it was not that they had changed 
ir policy, but that it had become impossible, 
e Plantation of James was a blow aimed as 
ectly at this object as the campaigns of Carew 
of Grey. 

The surveys being made of the escheated 
inties, inquisitions were held concerning the 
feitures. The commissioners authorized by 
tue of his Majesty's commission, (July and 
igust, 1609,) "to enquire of divers things con- 
ned in the said commission, and articles of 
truction thereunto annexed," were — Sir Ar- 
ir Chichester, Lord Deputy; Henry, Lord 
chbishop of Armagh ; George, Lord Bishop of 
rry ; Sir Humphiy Winch, Chief Justice of 
> Common Pleas ; Sir Thomas Ridgeway, 
easurer at War ; Sir Oliver St. John, {faster 
the Ordinance ; Sir Oliver Lambert, Sir Gar- 
Moore, Privy Councillors ; Sir John Davies, 
torney- General ; William Parsons, Esq., Sur- 
jror-General. Twelve men * were duly sworn 

The following are the names ot l\ift y3a^i%'^\>a'^^tfe 
tAiweUed in Sir Cahir 0*I)og\i«tt3'% cJMft\ ^^*-^ 
^Majr Beyuolda, Jessy Snntb,U\c\iajc^QciSSfcsi^^^Qsa»- 
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and found on the several inquisitions that 
Hugh, sometime Earl of Tjrowen, and Roderick, 
sometime Earl of Tjrrconnell, and Sir Cahir 
CyDogherty and others, '* did enter into rebellion, 
and at the time of the said entering into rebel- 
lion were seized in their demense as of fee, of, 
&cJ* and the six counties of Ulster were dulj 
enumerated by their several baronies, parishes^ 
and townlands, and the number of acres and 
baliboes (or balibetaghs,) poUa, quarters, and 
tathes, were set out with be<M>ming accuracy. 

Quick upon the finding of these inquisitions, 
which handed over to the King the ancient and 
princely inheritance of the O'Neills and the 
O'DonneUs, and the countries of the 0'Cahans,the 
Magpiires, the O'Doghertys and the O'Reillys, 
and a score of other ancient names— or it may ba 
even before the formal finding — a project was 
submitted by the Irish Privy Council, to the King 
and CouncU in England for the division and 
plantation of the escheated lands in six several 
counties of Ulster, namely, Tyrowen, Coleraine,* 
Donegal, Fermanagh, Armagh, and Cayan. 

This project, though in many instances much 
modified and in others not at all followed, contains 
the principles on which the Plantation was con- 
ducted. It will be found in the ensuing Chapter. 

phry Vaile, Richard Bimes, William Colesmore, AnthoBT 
Mathew, Richard Appleton, Andrew Dykes, Hu^ 
Thompson, Edmund O'Hegarty, Manus Mac Rorty, 
Walter Julian, and Donoghty O'Benj; all good men 
and true. 
*CoIeraine the ancient name ot ^Yv^ w^jqX^ ^\!2ksS^\0s« 
^qyi the composite appeUatioxi ol lioa^ooawcrx- 
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CHAPTER V 



ject of Plantation submitted to the English Privy 
ouncil — Orders and Ck>ndition8 to be obeerred by the 
ndertakers—Commission to inquire into **theKing'0 
Itle" to the escheated principalities — Orders and in- 
ructions to the Commissioners of division. 



^HSBEAs/' says a state paper of the day,* 
-eat scopes and extent of land in the several 
ities of Armagh, Tyrowen, Coleraine, Done- 
Fermanagh, and Cavan, within our province 
Jlster are escheated and come to our hands 
the attainder of sundry traitors and rebels, 
' by other just and lawful titles,^ we have 
^tofore caused several inquisitions to be taken 
surveys to be made, which being transmitted 
presented to us, we considered with our 
vy Council, attending our person, how much 
ould advance the welfare of that kingdom, if 
said land were planted with colonies of civil 
I arul well tweeted in religion'* The civil 
I were to be English, and principally Scotch — 
)e well affected in religion were to be Protes- 
ts — the fulfilment of which conditions would 



*' Orders and Ck>nditiont for Gommiision for inquiry 
e«c/ieatediands/'.-JErarm*s Hibernica^V^^^^* 
Tame§ set np a whimsloal hexe^^Xars ^S^'^ ^ft '^^ 
D of JreUmd. 
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Uad to the extermination of the natiTe races rf 
Ireland. 

For the information of the Privy Conncil at- 
tending the person of the royal Planter, the Irish 
Privy Council submitted their project. 

They commenced by laying down foar general 
points, to be observed in all the escheated coud- 
ties, namely : — 

I. That the proportion of land to be diatri- 
bnted to Undertakers may be of three difiereat 
quantities. The first and least may consist of ao 
many parcels of land as will make a thousand 
English acres, or thereabouts. The second or 
middle proportion of so many parcels as will 
make fifteen hundred English acres, or there- 
abouts. The third and greatest of so many par- 
eels as will make two thousand English acres, or 
thereabouts. 

IL That all lands escheated in every county 
may be divided into four parts ; whereof two 
parts may be divided into proportions consisting 
of a thousand acres a-piece, a third part into pro- 
portions of fifteen hundred acres, and the fourtli 
part into proportions of two thousand acres. 

III. That every proportion be made a parish, 
and a parish church be erected thereon ; and the 
incumbents be endowed with glebes of several 
quantities, viz.: an incumbent of a parish of a 
thousand acres to have sixty acres, of a parish 
of fifteen hundred acres to have ninety acres, 
and of a parish of two thousand acres to have 
one hundred and twenty acres; and that the whole 
titbea, and the dutiea oi every ^%.tv.^\i% ^2^\.V(^ 
to every iDCumbent, \>esvdeB tAie ^5^^)W^ ^«<5wwk^ 
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V. That the Undertakers of these Innds he 
sreral sorts. First, English and Scottish, who 
to plant their proportions with English and 
ttish tenants. Second, Servitors in Ireland, 
• may take English or Irish tenants at tlieir 
.ce. Third, Natives of those counties, who 
to be freeholders. 

'olio wing these four general principles of di- 
>n, were special directions for each countj, 
id upon their relative statistics. But before 
ing these special directions, it will be well to 
dder those applicable to the whole scheme of 
Plantation. 

1 each county, the authors of this project di« 
d the lands escheated into two divisions, one 
portion of the church, and the other the poiv 
of the Undertakers. The first was composed 
*ermon, Monastery, and Mensall or Demesne 
8 — ^the second of the escheated territories of 
** late traitors." 

efore the Synod of Kells, held under the 
idency of Cardinal Paparo^ in 1152,* tithes 



[oore, vol. 2. p. 189. Mr. King in bis ** Church 
ry of Ireland," 2nd edition, p. 227, asserts, that 
3 at the synod of Cashel, held in 1 172, that tithes 
first introduced. The synod of Kells was impor- 
because it was a formal recognition of the supre- 
of Rome, which had always been acknowledged by 
hole church of Ireland, a Legate and Cardinal pre- 
: and distributing palliums at their own earnest 
Bt to the four archbishops. But the decrees of the 
il Synod were Tery important. TVi«y coostt&tftd of 
clauses: 1, Against marriage Ysy liQUt t^^stf»s^\ 
r^i/iw; the christening of iirfaiiU aX VJofc Oowx^v 
3, Eatablishing or confLrmma lOafc ^ITCvwJt 
?» of annnala, corn, and ol\v«t v^o^x^y^ ^^ 
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were unknown in Ireland. They were intro- 
duced bj a law promulgated in this synod, and 
Ireland owes to Rome the establishment of &ii 
impost so distasteful to her ; '* than which human 
wisdom never yet discovered a more equitable 
and less burthensome provision for the clergy.** 
Before the introduction of tithes, the clergy iirere 
mainly supported by donations of cattle and other 
commodities from the people ; but they enjoyed 
other valuable sources of revenue. The chief ci 
which consisted of lands settled on a church by 
its founder, before it was consecrated by the 
bishop, to whom then the endowment belongedi 
These were called Erenach or Termon landSi 
They enjoyed privileges of sanctuary ; and were 
stocked in ancient times by the founders with 
septs and races, boimd to perform certain services 
for those to whom they were assigned.f They 
were let to tenants who were compelled to reside, 
and the proceeds were applied to maintain hos- 
pitality, to repair the churches, and to pay the 
rent reserved by the bishops. At the time of the 
Plantation, claims were made by the bishops and 
archbishops in the various counties for Termon 
lands, to the amount of 43,087 acres ; but on in- 

the church ; 4, Church lands to be exempted from lay 
exactions, coyne, livery, coshering, &c. ; 5, Exempting 
the clergy from paying eric when they chanced to be 
relatives of a murderer. 6, Touching wills. 7, Rclatmj 
to burials, and uniformity of worship...-^Sin^*« ChurA 
History, p. 225. 

* This institution almost reconciles Ledwich to the 
connexion of the Irish Ch\irc\iVil\v^Romfc. 
t Stuart's "Armagh;* App.p.^V^. T^v^^^^^»»«»^ 
/• derived from the Latan t^Tinmua. 



- 
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qnisition it was found that they had no title to 
the lands which were escheated, but only certain 
pensions issuing thereout. 

In lieu, it was proposed in this project that 
these lands should be bestowed on the arch- 
bishoprics and bishoprics to maintain their state 
and dignity, and to be in place of their thirds of 
the tithes. A provision was made for the infe- 
rior clergy, by compelling the bishops to resign 
their impropriations and to relinquish to the in- 
cumbent the tithes of his parish. Id was also 
proposed to grant to every parsonage a new en- 
dowment of certain lands for the glebe thereof, 
according to the third general point. Thus, in 
this comprehensive design the Church was pro- 
vided for, getting somewhat more than her share, 
and much more than either her past services or 
perspective employments would have entitled 
her to. 

Free schools were endowed in the principal 
towns, and it was proposed to give to the College 
of Dublin, out of the lands of O'Neill and his 
clans, more than a thousand acres, at half the 
rent to be paid by the Scottish and English Un- 
dertakers. 

The remainder of the escheated property was 
to go in such shares as the '* four general points" 
laid down to the Undertakers. 

Provisions were made, which were not after- 
wards entirely fulfilled, for the building of seve- 
ral corporate towns in the different counties. — 
Lands were to be set aside tot lYi"^^ \«^tw^^^^^ 
whioh they were to pay tlie Bwcafe x«ii\i ^^ '"^'^ 
Undertakers. 
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But there was one proscribed class — ^the 
wretched remnant of the old lords and clansmen 
of the soil — ^what, in this liberal distribution of 
their own, was to fall to their share ? Here are 
the words of the Project : — 

Touching the digposing of the natives, some may be 
planted upon the two thousand three hundred and 
twenty.three acres of land, and the glebes of the par- 
sons ; others upon the lands of Sir Arthur O'Neill's sons 
and Sir Henry Oge-0*Neill*s sons, and of such other 
Irish as shall be thought fit to have any freeholds there. 
Some others may he placed upon the portions of such 
servitors as are not able to inhabit their lands with Eng- 
lish or Scottish tenants, especially of such as know best 
how to rule and order the Irish, 

Thus, though the materials for forming a 
judgment of the actual drama which was played 
are scanty, we can well imagine the incidents 
of this process of banishment and separation. It 
was resolved to improve upon former Plantations. 
In the past efforts to colonize, the Irish had 
either been mixed with the English, that thereby 
they might acquire their habits of civility and 
industry, or else they were driven to the woods, 
which, at the time, skirted the sides of their moun- 
tains and stretched along the banks of every 
river. The fertile plains were seized on by the 
English settlers. But this did not work well. 
The Irish, in the woods to which they had been 
driven, or on the mountain sides, or in the sar 
cred gloom of their forests, peopled, we may 
suppose, with the old, but not forgotten faq- 
c'ws of ancient superatitiou,* brooded over their 

♦ X)ru\c\VRTti. 
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wrongs, and planned a sure and fearful ven- 
feaoce. They issued from their retreats, de- 
ttrojed the settlements, burned the towns, way- 
laid the straggling parties, and covered the face 
of the country with fire and blood. The holds of 
Norman robbery were wrapped in flames ; their 
docks were driven from the open pastures to the 
mountain and the wood ; their retainers were cut 
off in detail by the ever watchful natives ; and 
often over the noises of their revelry were heard 
the avenging war-cries of the clansmen of Tyr* 
:onnell and Tyrowen. 

" These fast places they kept unknown,** says 
:he veracious attorney-general of James, **by 
naking the ways and entries thereto impassable , 
;here they kept their creaghts or herds of cattle, 
iving by the milk of the cow, without husban- 
iry or tillage ; there they increased and multi- 
plied unto infinite numbers by promiscuous gene- 
ration amongst themselves ;* there they made 
heir assemblies and companies without disco- 
rery ; but they discovered the weakness of the 



* This charge is totally false. It was first made by St. 
Bemiurd, whose judgment was warped by local misre- 
>re8entations» and who, m fact, knew little or nothing 
ibout Ireland. He said that the Irish did not contract 
uarriage, and Gerald Barry repeats the assertion ; and 
lence Davies and other interested calumniators have 
nrumped np the charge of incest and fornication. But 
Bernard knew nothing of the peculiar Irish rites of 
oaarriage, and because they did not marry after the 
^eral fkshion, he concluded, enoneouftly^ that they 
were not married at all. CainbreTi&V'& ^«a \«^ ^^\sk 
et any charge against Ireland, not \jo Wi«^ ^\,^OsaiA\s.^- 
fr.— Moore, vol, 2, p. 171. 
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English dweUing in the open phdnSy and tbero 
upon made their sallies and retreats with gieal - 
advantage. Whereas, on the other side, H the 
English had hailded their castles and towns in 
those places of fastness, and had driven the Irish 
into the plains and open countries, where tbey 
might have had an eje and observation on thenii 
the Irish had been early kept in order." 

It was requisite to the success of the new 
Plantation, that such consequences as are der 
scribed above, should be carefnllj guarded against. 
It would ill suit the grave yeoman, the thrifty 
trader, and the cautious burgher, who were to | 
bo transported from the fields and towns of Biir 
tain, to have such neighbours in the woods* Even 
the scattered remnant, the hapless survivors of 
the wars of the League, might re-construct their 
power in the gloomy security of the forest^ and 
issuing from its depths to bum, kill, and plunder, 
would thus continue to be a source of ceaseless 
terror to the Undertakers. It was therefore prtl- 
dently resolved to fix in the plains and open 
places the natives, whom the clemency of power 
still permitted to enjoy part in the distribution of 
the escheated lands. This was a wise resolution, 
whether it would eventually be politic to civilize, 
or necessary to slay them. They were assembled 
under the eyes and fortresses of the new popu- 
lation ; and from his square built tower and his 
fortified bawn,* he who had despoiled might watch 
over and control them. Happy state of things, 

• The courtyards surroundM^L ^2ia» «»*^3k!» MJi^\tfssaii^ 
of the Undertakers. 
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if only cupidity had been constant to execute as 
h had been wise to desi^ ; if, fi*oin the fields of 
Ulster, the children of her soil had been merci- 
lessly driven to the fastnesses and morasses of 
Connaught, and an ancient people had been, in 
pursuance of the first intention, swept from the 
face of the earth by the rushing tide of lawless 
immigration. But we shall see that the barba- 
rous requisitions of this project of Plantation, 
either from the fears or necessities of the plan- 
ters, were not adequately complied with. The 
Irish swordsmen, most probably because it 
might have been rash to provoke them to despair, 
were not driven into Connaught ; nor were the 
West-India isles as yet peopled with a banished 
nation.* The Irish tillers of the soil were ad- 
mitted, but too liberally, to become tenants of the 
Scotch and English farmers, because they ofifered 
higher rents for lands, and accepted smaller 
wages for labour. The humane, and wise, and 
enUghtened projects of the King and his coun- 
sellors were baffled by the want of co-operation 
on the part of the inferior agents of confiscation, 
and the completeness of the design was destroyed 
by " the dangerous intrusion of the old natives." f 
The Project contains a statistic account of the 
different counties, not, however, accurately set- 
ting down the number of acres in each, but only 
enumerating the escheated lands available to the 
purposes of the planters^ and excluding unfor- 

* Barhadoes was a favourite place oC wholesale banish- 
went of Cromwell. ** To have Xheoi %8Sa ^X^^^^^w.- 
badoes" was a familiar form of aioeeoVi cS. \m&. 
fLeland, vol, 2, p. 437. 
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felted and church land^, and also excluding bogs, 
mountains, lakes, woods, and *' other unprofitable 
•copes." The measurements of land varied in 
the North ; in some counties they reckoned hj 
Balljboes or Ballibetaghs, a quantity containing 
Fixtj English acres, or thereabouts ; in others hj 
Quarters of varying value ; in others by Tathe«, 
containing thirty English acres, or thereabouts; 
and in others by Polls, containing four acres each* 
The calculations of the Privy Council's Project 
is as follows : — 

Tyrowen contained of ** available land," in- 
cluding the ecclesiastical possessions, 1,671 bally- 
boes, or 98,187 acres ; Colendne, othennse 
O'Cahan's country, contained 547 bally boes, or I 
31,187 acres, of which the Bishop of Deny 
claimed termon lands to the amount of 6,343 
acres ; Donegal contained 1 10,700 acres, of which 
9,000 acres were claimed as termon lands ; Fer- 
managh, commonly called McGwire's countrj, 
contained 1,070 tathes, or 33,437 acres, with 
forty-six islands ; Cavan, O'Reilly's country, con- 
tained 620 polls, or 40,500 acres ; and Armagh 
contained 77,800 acres, of which the Primate's 
fiiiare was to be 2,400 acres, and the incumbentaf 
glebes were to enjoy 4,650 acres. 

The corporate towns which this elaborate paper 
Suggested, and which were to have markets and 
fairs, and other reasonable liberties, with power 
to send members to Parliament, were to have 
been built and endowed in the following places :— 

In Tyrowen, at Dungaxmoii, C^Vo^^^^OtaswjEji^ 
Lougbenaolin^ and Mounlioy \ va. C^'wcwcife^ ^ 
I^iiDovaddy and Dungiveu-, mT>o\i^^«^>^^.l^>«w^ 
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Oalbey, Donegal, and Balljshannon ; in Ferma- 
nagli, at Lisgool, Castleskagh, and at another 
place midway between Lisgool and Balljshannon ; 
in Caran, at Cavan, Belturbet, and at a tliii'd 
place between Kells and Cavan, to be selected 
by the conunissioners ;* and finally, in Armagh 
four corporate towns were to be built and en- 
dowed, Armagh, Mountnorris, Tanrygee in 
O'Hanlon's country, and Charlemont. 

It has been a matter of dispute as to the ex- 
tent to which the Dublin University can be con- 
sidered a purely Protestant institution — ^with that 
question we are not now to deal — ^but it must be 
admitted that she derived much of her great and, 
in many senses, untold wealth, from the plun- 
dered estates of the Catholic chieftains and peo- 
ple of Ulster. In Tyrowen, the University was 
by this Project to have 813 acres ; in Coleraine 
it was to have 1,126 acres out of the Monastery 
lands ; in Armagh it was to have 1,200 acres ; 
in all over 3,000 acres. In addition to which it 
was to have six advowsons in every county, thne 

* The Commissioners for the purpose of partition of 
the escheated lands. The date of their commission was 
of the 7th of James the First, and it was ** to inquire 
what castles, manors, lordships, lands, tenements, rents, 
eervices, customs, duties, fishings, advowsons, and other 
hereditaments whatever, situate, lying, and being in tlie 
several counties of Armagh, Coleraine, Tyrowen, Done- 
inl, Fermanagh, or Cavan, or either of them, or in the 
confines of them or either of tbem are escheated and 
come, or ought to he escheated and come to our hands 
and posseesioD, or to the hands and T^ftftc&^VOTv. ^1 ^\c^ ^V 
our progenitors or predecessors, ^m^ft Wi'^ C^'^xc^ ^ 

Jungtmnd," dc. It was a coiupTeYienuM^ tv>XMfi^M»ssvsL, 

mnd addressed to fit agents S^post, 

H 3 
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of the best and three of the second valae. Thos I' 
the spoils of the ancient Church, and the pillage 
of the Monasteries, went to enrich what is 
called a purely Protestant foundation, and whose 
enormous wealth is supposed^to have sprung from 
the beneficent gifts of Protestant sovereigns. 

The Project was greatly modified, and many 
of its wisest provisions disregarded, in the scram- 
ble for plunder which ensued upon the flight of 
the Earls and the extinction of the last spark of 
resistance by the death of O'Dogherty : so that 
we must look to the Orders and Conditions for 
the Planters, and the Instructions to the Com- 
missioners, for a clearer view of the progrofis of 
confiscation. 

The " Orders and Conditions for the PlantersT* 
begin with the usual preamble of sham rebellions 
and conspiracies, but with very real attaints and 
forfeitures. On reviewing the surveys, his Ma- 
jesty, *' out of his princely bounty, not respecting 
his own profit, but the public peace and welfare 
of the kingdom by the civil plantation of those 
unrefonned and waste countries, is graciously 
pleased to distribute the said lands to such of his 
subjects, as well of Great Britain as of Ireland, 
as being of merit and ability shall seek the same 
with a mind not only to benefit themselves, bat 
to do service to the Crown and Commonwealth." f 

The paper next sets forth (and in this enume- 
ration of proportions of land and conditions of occu- 



* £:&rri8'8 «' Hibernica," p. \^?. ^^ ^, . _ 
• / The reader is referred to TAt.l.iiact5LW%N^T^ ^^^^jts. 

rUte reworks on the natiirc: of VTeaIa^iV^^» <i^^^- 
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-pi^n, it in some degree differs from the Project) 
1. The several quantities of the proportions to be 
distributed. 2. The several classes of underta- 
kers. 3. The mode of allotment ; and 4. The 
rents, services, and the tenures under which they 
were to hold, and which they were to render. 

First, The proportions of land to be distributed to 
Undertakers shall be of three different quantities, con- 
sisting of sundry parcels or precincts of land, called hj 
certain Irish names, used and known in the said seyeral 
counties, viz., Ballibetaghs, Quarters, BaUiboes, Tathes, 
and Polls ; the first or least proportion to contain such 
or so many of the said parcels, as shall make up a thou- 
sand English acres at the least: and the second or 
middle proportion to contain such or so many of the 
parceU, as shall make up fifteen hundred English acres 
at the least ; and the last or greatest proportion to con- 
tain such or so many of the said parcels, as shall make 
up two thousand English acres at the least ; to every of 
which proportions sludl be allowed such quantity of bog 
and wood, as the country shall conveniently afford. 

Secondly, The persons of the Undertakers of the seve- 
ral proportions shall be of three sorts, viz, 

1. English or Scottish, as well servitors as others, who 
are to plant their portions with English, or inland Scot- 
tish inhabitants. 

2. Servitors in the kingdom of Ireland, who may take 
meer Irish, English, or inland Scottish tenants at tiieir 
choice. 

3. Natives of Ireland, who are to be made free- 
holders. 

Thirdly, His Majesty will reserve unto himself the 
appointment in what county everv Undertaker shall have 
his portion. But to avoid emulation and controversy, 
which would arise among them, if every man should 
choose his place where he would be planted ; his Majes^'t 
pleasure is, that the sites or places of their portions in 
erery county shall be distributed \yy VA..* 



pose. 



* This system of loti was ailetwaxd* «^»aj^<8wa^.-^^ 
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Lastly, The seTeral articles ensuing are to be obsemed, 
ts well on the behalf of his Majesty* aa of tiie seTenl 
Undertakers respectirely. 

Articles concerning the English and Scottish Vndertakert, 
who are toplant their portions with English and inUaul 
Scottish Tenants. 

1 . His Majesty is pleased to grant estates in fee-farm 
to them and their heirs. 

2. They shall yearly yield unto his Majesty for every 
proportion of a thousand acres, fire pounds six shillings 
and eight pence English, and so ratably for the greater 
proportions, which is after tiie rate of six shillings and 
ei<<ht pence for every three score English acres. Bat 
T. )::3 of the said Undertakers shall pay any rent, until 
the expiration of the first two years, except the natiTes 
of Ireland, who are not subject to the charge of trans- 
portation. 

<3. Every Undertaker of so much land as shall amount 
to the greatest proportion of two thousand acres, or 
thereabouts, shall hold the same by Knight Service in 
capite ; and every Undertaker of so much land as shall 
amount to the middle proportion of fifteen hundred acre^ 
or thereabouts, shall hold the same by Knight Service, 
as of the Castle of Dublin. And every Undertaker of 
Ko much land as shall amount to the least proportion of 
H thousand acres, or thereabouts, shall hold the same in 
i'ummon Soccage : and there shall be no wardship upon 
the two first discents of that land.^ 



* ** Knight Service" was a military tenure, in other 
words, a tenure in chivalry, wherein the grantee and his 
heirs should either perform the service of a knight to 
the grantor and his heirs, or find some other person to 
perform it. The tenant, besides his military service, 
was subject to other incidental services. 1st. Aids, to 
reKcue the lord from captivity, to make his son a knight, 
Bmi to many his daughter, ^nd. Relief, Bk. iMm^iJL^vv^ 
the Jord by the heir to allow \\\m lo exAwc wa.Vv% W. 

^Acii lie had attrtined lii» mniority. /^^^•J^'^^!^'5; 

» J^emr', proiit of lauds giTerv to \\xe Ct^n.u^Y«.t^ v> 
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4. ETwy Undertaker of the greatest proportion of 
two tbouMHid acres shall, within two years after the date 
of his letters patents, build thereupon a Castle, with a 
strong court or bawn about it. And every Undertaker 
of the second or middle proportion of fifteen hundred 

heir was of age when his ancestor died. 4t1i. Wardship, 
a right io plunder a minor, vested in the King, who 
might sell the privilege. 5th. Marriage, a right in the 
lord to get a wife or husband for his ward, if under age. 
6th. Fines upon alienation, 7th. Escheat from extinc- 
tion by deatn, or commission of treason or felony. The 
Act c^ 12th Charles II. c. 24, which gave the coup de 
grace to the feudal system, extinguished these mon- 
strous rights, and converted all such tenures into^^e 

and common soccage Blackstone^s Commentaries on the 

Lawn, vol. 2, p. 63 ; Knighfs Political Dictionary, arti- 
cle Knight Service, The effects of this odious system, 
under which civilized England groaned from the Kor- 
mans to the Boundheads, are well described by the 
judge, Blackstone, vol. 2, p. 76. The finesse and trick- 
ery of Norman lawyers were a sorer burthen to English- 
men than the mailed Barons and the loose adventurers 
with which the great Norman Plantation of England • 

fiooded the country Sir Thomas Smith*s Common^ 

wealth, book 3, chap. 3. One would think the writers 
upon English tenures might be a little more civil about 
our Tanistry, Gavelkind, Coyne and Livery, Cosherings 
and Sessings. James the First intended to change these 
tenures for an equivalent fee-farm rent. He did not do 
so ; but they being " discontinued during the usurpa- 
tion," as a great many evil tilings were discontinued, 
Charles the Second did not presume to revive them. 
His Statute was the catastrophe of Feudalism. 

Soeca^e was of two sorts. Free and Villein. In one 
the services are certain and honourable ; in the other are 
certain, but of a baser kind. Soccage was a Saxon re- 
Bqae ofhherty. The tenant Tetxtme^ iot \cl&^3MA^^5i&^ 
and a. certain rent. The servicer ^iJbsA. -wet^ \»s» ^^ 
ploughing, carrying out dung, mi^iig \«dL%«^, «!i^ fsJCwet 

mean but very UHefill 6tnnloynieat». BUck%ton«^* C^^w 

vol. 2, p. eo, et seq. 
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acres shall, within the same time, baOd a sfeooe or Isick |'^ 
house thereupon, with a strong ooort or hawn abont it ' ' 
And erery Undertaker of the least i»oportion of a tboa- 
sand acres shall, within the same time, nu^ thereapon 
a strong court or bawn at least. And all the said Un- 
dertakers shall draw their tenants to build houses for 
themselves and their families near the principal castle, 
house, or bawn, for their mutual defence or strength. 
A nd they shall haye sufficient timber, by the asaigna- 
tion of such officers as the Lord Deputy and Connol of 
Ireland shall appoint, out of his Majesty's woods in that 
province, for the same buildings, without paying any 
tiling for the same during the said two years: and to 
that end there shall be a present inhibiticm to restrain 
the falling or destruction of the said woods in the mean 
time, for what cause soever. 

5. The said Underti^ers, their heirs and assigns, shall 
have ready in their houses at all times a convenient stoie 
of arms, wherewith they may furnish a competent num- 
ber of able men for their defence, which may be viewed 
and mustered every half year, according to the manner 
of England. 

6. Every of the said Undertakers, English or Scottish, 
before the ensealing of his letters patents, shall take the 
Oath of Supremacy,* either in the Chancery of England 
or Ireland, or before the Commissioners to be appointed 
for establishing of the Plantation, and shall also conform 
themselves in religion according to his Majesty's laws. 

7. The said Undertakers, their heirs and assigns, shall 
not alien or demise their portions, or any part thereof, to 
the meer Irish, or to such persons as wUl not take the 
oath, which the said Undertakers are bound to take hy 
the former article. And to that end a proviso shall he 
inserted in their letters patents. 

8. Every Undertaker shall, within two years afkr the 
date of his letters patents, plant or place a competent 
number of English or inland Scottish tenants upon his 
portion, in such manner as \)y \3afe CQivfimi&%lQuera to be 

• The OAth of supremacy, ^^^V^^^w'^f^S^'S 
. one of U^ principal doctxinea oi ^^^^^ T^^ 
Bcribvd hy a statute of the sccoM ye»x ol ^E^^^X^'v^^ 
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iippointed for the establishing of this Plantation shall be 
prescribed. 

9. Every of the said Undertakers, for the space of 
ftve years next after the date of his letters patents, shall 
be resident hi person himself upon his portion, or place 
some such other person thereui>on, as shall be allowed 
by the state of England or Ireland, who shall be like- 
wise resident there during the said five years, unless by 
reason of sickness or other important cause he be licensed 
by the Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland to absent 
himself for a time. 

10. The said Undertakers shall not alien their por- 
tions during five years next after the date of their letters 
patents, but in tMs manner, viz., one-third part in fee- 
farm, another third part for forty years or under, re- 
serving to themselves the other tlurd part without alie- 
nation, during the said five years. But after the said 
five years they shall be at liberty to alien to all persons, 
except the meer Irish, and such persons as will not take 
the oath, which the said Undertakers are to take as 
aforesaid. 

1 1 . The said Undertakers shall have power to erect 
manors, to hold Courts Baron twice every year, to 
create tenures to hold of themselves upon alienation of 
any part of their said portions, so as the same do not 
exceed the moiety thereof. 

12. The said Undertakers shall not demise any part of 
their lands at will only, but shall make certain estates fur 
years, for life, in tail, or in fee-simple, 

13. No uncertain rent shall be reserved by the said 
Undertakers, but the same shall be expressly set down 
without reference to the custom of the country, and a 
proviso shall be inserted in their letters patents against 
Cuttings, Cosheries, and other Irish exactions upon their 
tenants. 

14. The said Undertakers, their heirs and assigns, 
during the space of seven years next ensuing, shall have 
power to transport all commodities growing upon their 
ovtrn lands, which they shall ho\OL\)y \Xio?>^\'i\XKs:'s»^^N>i^5iv&-, 
without paying any custom or m\\)09.\\AOXi^v5t >iJwi. ^kkc^r. 

16. It altaJd be lawful for the %8ad\3TL^«tVaC«Jft\%>Vst'^ 
wee of five years next cnBu\ng, to wcAtot> >ixA>sc 
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into Ireland, out of Great Britain, rictaals and atendils 
for tiieir households, materials and tools for bnildiog; 
and husbandry, and cattle to stock and manve tks 
lands aforesaid, without paying vij custom foit the sams, 
which shall not extend to any commodities by way of 
merchandize.* 

The most remarkable of these orders and coi- 
ditions are those which are aimed at what the 
insolence of English pride has always termed 
** meer Irishry.*' The Irish are exceptions to the 
exemption from rent — on the ground that they 
were " in a fashion bom to the soil" and had no 
journey to go to take possession. Undertakers, 
those strange usurpers, are forbidden to demise to 
the meer Irish, or to any tenant who will not take 
the Oath of Supremacy, which was a practical ex- 
clusion of the Catholics of Ulster, if these under- 
takers acted upon the injunction. The King's 
tenants are allowed to alien after five yean' 
possession, but not to the " meer Irish." 

There is, however, one evidence of true wis- 
dom in these orders. The King's Council had a 
just appreciation of an evil, only" second ia 
magnitude to confiscation itself. The precautions 
against Absenteeism were admirably wise, and had 
the whole system been more generous and catho- 
lic, would have produced infinite advantage to 
the tenants and labourers. But this was anothw 
of the rocks on which James's great measure 
struck. The patentees lived in England, and left 

* J hare preferred to give t\xefte ^oh^yMvoda m S}w^\kk\. 
ratlier than in the Appendix, '^^^^'^^^^^^.t^'^: 
^^MndJng of them most necesawy V> mx w«.A>x^^i^ ^^^^^ 

^sti/an of the Plantation. 
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their estates and their dependants to the manage- 
ment of agents who were ignorant and indolent, 
and who, careless of the success of the Planta- 
tion-^namelj, the total eradication of the Irish- 
men — countenanced ** the dangerous intrusion of 
the natives." 

The servitors, persons who had served his 
Majesty in war or in an official capacity in Ire- 
land, and to whom was extended the privilege of 
inhabiting their portions with meer Irish tenants, 
were to have an estate in fee farm, paying to the 
King a yearly rent of eight pounds for every 
proportion of a thousand acres which they should 
stock with meer natives^ but only five pounds, six 
shillings and eight pence for every thousand acres 
on which they should place English or Scotch 
tenants. They were to enjoy the same tenures 
and perform the same conditions as the under- 
takers — to eschew just as steadfastly all Irish 
customs — to take the Oath of Supremacy and be 
conformable in religion. And they were forbidden 
to alien to any of the Irish who would not take 
the same oath, and manifest the same conformity 
as themselves. 

With regard to the Irish natives, who were to 
be admitted as freeholders upon the Plantation, 
they were to have estates in fee farm, paying a 
yearly rent of ten pounds, thirteen shillings and 
four pence, for every sixty acres, but not paying 
rent for the fii'st year. * They were bound not 

* The English servitor has his laivCL a.\. tVfe t«Xa ^1 ^vi-NJ^ 
ores, tbr ten shillings— the ItibYv ^t^\vq\^rx ^^ '^'» 
me quantity pays ten pounds. 
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to take Irish exactions, and to adopt the agricul- 
tural and tillage systems of the English Pak 
'^ Thus," as Sir Thomas Philips says, ^^ after i 
prescribed number of freeholders and leaseholders 
were settled upon every land, and rents therein 
set down, they might let the remainder to natiTes, 
for lives, so as they were conformable in religion, 
and for the favour to double their rents."* The 
result of which was, that out of about two hundred 
Undertakers in the six counties, there were, in the 
year 1619) not more than ten or twelve Irish, j 
The only share they had in the Plantation was j 
the privilege of paying enormous rents for limited ; 
interests, and receiving small and inadequate > 
wages for the labour they gave to the farms, the 
Castles and the Bawns of the Scotch and Eng- 
lish adventurers, who had been thrust into their 
lands. 

It was determined to'appoint a commission to 
set forth the several proportions, and "to order 
and settle the Plantation" according to a code of 
instruction with which they were to be furnished 
by the King and his Council. The Undertakers 
were bound to attend the Commissioners, to 
receive directions about the management of their 
Plantations, and to enter into a bond before them, 
to perform the articles according to their several 
distinctions of Building, Planting, Residence, 
Alienation, and Leases. It was finally resolved 
that in all the escheated counties there should be 
a sufficient number of Market towns, and Corpo- 
radona " for the habitalion «jv^ BsA^i^^^^i^ \K»dks- 

" Letter to King Charles/* HarrU*HiUTii\c<^,:Si.^ 
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men and artificers,*' and one Free School at least 
in everj county for the education of youth in 
learning and religion; that there should be an 
adeqoate number of Parish Churches and Incum- 
bents in each county ; and that Tithes should be 
paid by the people in kind. 

If any process of reasoning could reconcile us 
to the mighty wrong of the Plantation, we should 
find sufficient grounds for admiration in the pro- 
visions contained in these orders. The conditions 
of tenure, — ^namely, residence, building, and fixed 
habitation, — were those most essentially required 
to produce tranquillity, social enjoyment^ and in- 
dustrial wealth. The habits of the people had 
been unsettled* and indolent, and they were 
contented with a mean shelter of hurdle-built huts, 
without permanence or beauty; the necessity 
imposed on them of raising houses with stone 
and lime, and of permanent residence, would 
control the roving dispositions of the people, and 
cover the face of the country with solid buildings 
for shelter and protection. Nor must we forget 
that the Undertakers and servitors were strictly 
enjoined not to create tenancies at will, but were, 
by the very terms of their patents, bound to give 
substantial interests for a long period of years or 
for life. But those who could have been re- 
formed and civilized by such revolutions in habits 

* It cannot be said that they were a wandering or 
Nomadic race, for each clan was confined to its own 
patrimonial distriot. They only "WMv^"et%;WiXfia5K^^^Bt 
upon their neigrhbours, or to take "^xc^ , «t XaV:*^ «^^^ 
"Irish exactions" as excited X\\<i QA\%<a <al \ivi\R»^ "«« 
»tAer plundering philanthropiftta. 



140 THE COSFISCATIOX OF ULSTKK. 

and enjoyments^ were excluded entirely from tbt 
benefit of the change. The leading principle of 
the Plantation, and the main idea of its designen 
was, ** the avoiding of natires, and the plantiog; 
only with British."* Such a system was too 
vicious to endure — extermination, which Spenser 
counselled, could alone have enabled the Planta- 
tion to work well, by a total removal of ibe 
original owners of the lands ; but, without death 
or banishment, entire exclusion was impossible ; 
they mingled with the new population m a com- 
munion c^ hatred and ill-will, and instead of t 
great nation, the fusion of many r^ces, they pre- 
sented for a long period the appearance of rival 
factions restrained, and Uiat only occasionally by 
law, from attempting mutual destruction. 

In pursuance of the direction of " the Orders 
and Conditions," a commission was issued to "our 
right trusty and well-beloved" Sir Arthur Chi- 
chester, four Bishops and Archbishops, eleven 
Knights, and to William Parsons, Surveyor-Ge- 
neral, and George Sexton, the Escheator, within 
Ulster,f to inqpire into the lands, manors, and 



* Letter of Sir Thomas Smith to King Charles. 

t The following are the Commissionerg : Sir Ar- 
thur Chichester, Lord Deputy ; Archbishops of Dublin 
and Armagh; Bishops of Derry and Kilmore; Sir 
Thomas Ridgeway, Treasurer at war; Sir Bichaid 
Wingfleld, Marshal;* Sir Humphry Winche, Chief Jfu8- 
tice ; Sir John Densham, Chi^ Baron ; Sir Oliver St. 
John, Master of the OrAnaiic^; 9ai cSSt^t lAirriiert:i. 

* Win^old wns ^b founder of «^«^ ^^^JS^^S^S^^^ 
^ Ireland. 
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£tles, that had come or ought to have comey to tlio 
mds of James or his predecessors, bj attaint, 
icheat, forfeiture, or by anj means whatsoever-^ 
» make exact surveys in each of the counties, 
f the number of Ballyboes, Tathes, Polls, or 
,cres — and after such inquisition and survey, to 
lot and divide the lands into Parishes, Precincts, 
ad Proportions, and to distinguish them by par- 
cular names, mears, and bounds, having re- 
renee to the intentions of the Project and the 
rders. To these Commissioners were given the 
ost ample powers of hearing, and determining, 
I matters between the King and the Planters^ 
id between party and party. The following are 
e articles for instruction to the Commissioners, 
p the Plantation of Ulster : 

MES E£X. 

Ist. That a general care be taken, that such Orders, 
mditions, and Articles, as liave been lately published 

print, or are to be printed or transmitted, touching 
> Plantation, be observed, and put in execution, as 
U bj the Commissioners, as by the Undertakers. 
2d. That the said Commissioners be ready to begin 
sir journey into our Province of Ulster for the Execu- 
•n of their Commission before the end of July next, or 
>ner if it may be. 
3d. The omissions and deflects in the former surrey 

the escheated lands in Ulster, either for us or the 
lurch, are to be supplied and amended by new Inqui- 

r Henry Power ; Sir Gerald Moore ; Sir Adam Loftus ; 
he last five were of the Privy Council) ; Sir Bichard 
)oke. Principal Secretary for Ireland ; Sur John Davies, 
ttomeX'General ; WilliiUD(iPax%on«,%x]j?)^^^T.^a%&sst:i^^ 
i George iSexton, Esq., E8e\ieatAt loi \S\&\i!2t, '\?m^ 
er ofBce was no sinecure m 3ax&fta^% tanft> vk ^< 
mt roll of bis reign will abuTvdatvWv \.w.>AtY * 
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Ritions, and the eccleaiastical lands to be distinguiBhei 
from the hinds belonging to the crown. 

4tli. Tlie counties being divided into several p^Oi)0^ 
tions, every proportion is to be bounded out by the 
known Mctts and Names, with the particular meiitira 
both of the number and name, of every Ballyboe, Tathe» 
Poll, Quarter, or the like Irish precinct of land, thst is 
contained in every portion, and to give each portioB a 
proper name to be known by, and in the proportioiu 
lying near to the high ways, choice is to be made of the 
most lit seat for Undertakers to build upon, in such sort 
as may best serve for the safety and succour of passengers; 
and also to allot and set out by Mears and Bounds unto 
every prox)ortion so much Bogg and Wood over and above 
his number of Acres, as the place where the proportioii 
shall lie may conveniently afford, having respect to the 
adjacent proportions. 

5th. Because the article of casting lots discourageth 
many that are sufficient, and would be glad to dwell to- 
gether, that therefore every county be divided in greater 
precincts, every precinct containing eight, ten, to twelve 
thousand acres, according to the greatness of tiiecountyf 
and those precincts to contain several proportions lying 
together, to the end tliat so many consorts of Uiider- 
takers may here be appointed as there are several pre- 
cincts ; which being done, then these consorts may cast 
lots for the precincts, and afterwards divide every pie* 
cinct amongst the particular Undertakers of that coDSort» 
either by agreement or by lot ; and this form not to be 
concluded but upon consideration taken thereof by the 
Commissioners there, who having reported back their 
opinions, some such course may be resolved^ at to us 
shall be thought most convenient. 

6th. To cause plots to be made of every county, and 
in the said plot to prick out the several precinots, and ia 
the precincts the several proportions by their namee» 

7th. Such great woods, as the Conunissioners sfasll 
make choice of to be preserved for our use, are to be e](- 
cepted out of the proportions, aiu^\x>\^xQ»Kr(^te tbie 
Uhdertakors* buildings, aM fox svvcVvQ.>\i«t ^xKr^oitt&tsiNii 

U3 BhAll be thought fit. , *.. -s^ «. a». ^\^ 

Sth. That in the surveys oV>^^ri»^^^«wv \i«^ twm^«> -*>« 
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proportions by name are fittest to be allotted to the Bri- 
tons, what to the Servitors, and what to the ^'utives ; 
wherein this respect is to be had, that the Britons be 
put in places of best safety, the Natives to be dispersed, 
and the Servitors planted in those places, which are of 
greatest importance to serve the rest. 

9th. The Commissioners are to limit and bound out 
the precincts of the several parishes, according to their 
discretions, notwithstanding the limitation of the pre- 
cinct ; wherein they may observe the ancient limits of 
the old parishes, so as the same breed not a g^reater in- 
convenience to the Plantation, and to assign to the in- 
cumbent of each parish a Glebe after the rate of three- 
score Acres for every thousand Acres within the parishes 
in the most convenient places, or nearest to the churches ; 
and for the more certainty to give each Glebe a certain 
name, whereby it may be known ; and to take order, 
that there be a proviso in the letters patent for passing 
the Glebes to restrain the alienations thereof, saving 
during inctmfibencies. 

10th. It IB fit, that certain portions be allotted and 
laid out for'towns in the places mentioned in the project, 
or in more convenient places, as shall seem best to the 
Commissioners, having regard that the land be laid 
as near to the towns as may be. 

1 1th. The parcels of land, which shall be allotted to 
the College of Dublin, and to the Free Schools in the 
sevend counties, are to be set out and distinguished by 
Mears and Bounds, to the end the same may be accord- 
ingly passed by several grants from us. The Commis- 
sioners likewise are to set out the quantity of three great 
proportions lying together in the County of Armagh to 
be allotted to the said College of Dublin, and six thou- 
sand Acres to be taken out of the lands omitted in the 
last survey (if so much shall be found), these to be only 
of our land, and not of the Church land. 

' 12th. That there be set out and reserved twelve thou- 
sand Acres,, either out of the proportions, or otherwise 
ovtt of the IdDdB omitted in the ftutv^^, Vn «\is^ ^^'Qss^^s!^ 
addphu!e% aa to our Deputy and CcwMm»««iXiet% ^fiMiS^>«^ 
bought meet, the same to be diapowaOiVy Mft^cst 'Oftfc'%^- 
Oi^mentcf an Hospital to \>e e*«2X«Alat \sv«&tsv^^ ^^'^ 
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rliseoseil Soldiers, in such place and manner, as wc shnii 
hereafter appohit. 

13th. The Commissioners shall by the authority gir^n 
them hear and determine all titles and controYersiett by ^ 
final Order and Decree, that shall be brought before 
them, concerning any lands and possessions (the Chorcii 
lands only excepted) which nevertheless they shall h«Te 
also power to Order and Decree (as aforesaid) so it be 
done with the consent of the Lord Deputy, tJie Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and the now bishop of Derry. They 
shall also compound for titles between us and our sub- 
jects, and between party and party. 

14th. And whereas complaint is made, that the sites 
of some Cathedral Churches, the places of ^le residence 
of the Bishops, Deans, Chapters, Dignitaries, and Pre- 
bends in Ulster, be passed away to divers in fee-farm by 
letters patent under pretence of Monastery lands, to tbe 
great detriment of those Churches, the CommisaonerB 
shall have authority to examine the same, and finding 
the information true, to consider of some course to be 
taken for restitution to be made to the Churches from 
whence they were formerly taken, with such considera- 
tion to those that now hold them, as standeth with 
equity, according to the circumstances considerable. 
And further we are pleased, that the escheated laadst 
out of which the Bishops hare had heretofore rent, cer- 
tainty of refections, or pensions, should be esteemed 
Ecclesiastical, and be annexed to the several Sees 
whereunto they did pay tlie same, whereof the Commis- 
sioners are to take particular notice, and to «ee the saiue 
effected accordingly. 

15th. You our Deputy shall cause our Judges and 
learned Counsel to set down our titles to the several 
lands lately escheated in Ulster, to see the records to 
be perfited, and to take care that they may be sa^ 
preserved and kept secret, and to transmit Uie cases 
hither under the hands of our Judges and leamed 
Counsel. 

J6tb. All Acts, Orders, andDcweea, TQ!SK^^th«!K to 
be recorded into two books, liSifc on^ v> xe.v£aaii ^<estK.>s. 
^tae Court of Record, and the ot\iet \o \i«i \«nwiKi»iA 
to our Counsel here. 
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17th. It is also to be considered what portions are fit 
o be allotted to the Mother of the late Earl of l^rconnel, 
ibe Mother of Mac Gwlre, Katherine Butler, the late 
^dow of Mulmorie O'Relj, and such others as claim 
iointures ; and that the Commissioners do (if thej have 
Sftose) allow the same unto them during their lives, and 
the reversion to the natives, with condition that thcj 
[Observe the Articles of the Plantation, as other Under- 
takers do, or otherwise to assign them recompenco in 
iome other place. 

18th. The river fishings in loughs and rivers are to 
)e allotted unto the proportions next adjoining unto the 
oughs and rivers, wherein the said fishings are, the one 
noiety to the proportion lying on the one side of the 
iver or lough, and the other moiety to the proportion 
fing oti the other side, unless by necessity or incon- 
eniency it shall be found fitting to be allotted to the 
ne aide ; for which fishing some increase of rent is to be 
eserved unto ns, as to the Commissioners shall be 
bought fit. 

19th. That return be made of their proceedings and 
loings by virtue of this Commission and instructions bo- 
ore Hallow.mass next, that we may have convenient 
ime to resolve thereupon this winter, and to signify our 
ileasure^against the next spring. 

In pursuance of the terms of this very ample 
commission, inquisitions were held concerning 
he escheated lands, and were returned to the 
ftolls Office.* Other inquisitions issued con- 

* In this country, owing to the niggardly spirit, if no- 
;hing worse, of Government, the records are badly kept, 
md but few of them are printed. In the Bolls' Office, 
ji the Custom House, in the Record Department of the 
Paymaster of Civil Services (Custom House), and in 
'Jbe Record Tower in the Castle, there are immense 
aumhen of the most valuable docum^tvXft ^<Q>t ^^ ^^da^ 
ion of both national and feanWy YoftXox'j . 'SjqX* 'Cdk^N^ 
o govemm&it in Ireland. YTtiaX \i«w^ ^^ w«xafcN 
'igland, after printing the OrAinaxkca Usiftssa cil\i«s: 

I 
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cerning the escheated mountains, and inquisitions 
were held, and the findings with regard to Cavan, 
Fermanagh, Donegal, and Tjrowen are forth- 
coming. 

We have now before us the means of judgin* 
the merits of this Plantation. The titles exist- 
ing under its patents are sanctified by time and 
secure by public honour. It would not be open 
to the nation to canvass the original sin of grants 
which long possession has rendered sacred. But 
though none but vulgar fanatics would read his- 
tory with a view to revive a Court of Claims, 
or imitate the villanous attempt which Charles 
the First made to discover defective titles,* still 
it would be a great error in politics for a nation 
ever to forget the occurrence of such a political 
phenomenon as the Plantation of Ulster. It is 
only with a view to assist in keeping alive a 
vivid memory of this mighty wrong, to display 
the internal machinery of the work, to trace the 
natural results flowing from the loss of inde- 
pendence, namely, cruelty and confiscation,! that 
this essay has been written. 

refused to g^o on with tlie rest, though thereby we shoukl 
have the authentic history of Ireland complete. The 
same government print<^d the roll of patents of James tlie 
First and Charles the First, and were then stopped ty 
their economy. It would be well if any Irish membar 
who has time to spare would turn his v^uable attentaoo 
to this matter. 

• Dr. Madden, with considerable power, defends the 
designer of Ortelius* map from having such an object.— 
r/hited Irishmen, vol. ii., ^^ set\^%, ^. ?«!fe, ^\Va 
Appendix. ^^ _. . . 

f Is not confiscation rife at ^^^? ^^^^^^^^^t^^ 
'^venuea mid the rents of IreVnn^V axe ^oTvt.^^^v.^ 
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The Plantation, though it did not fulfil its 
riginal idea — ^grand and abominable — of destroy- 
ig an entire people, wrought some singular 
OTects in the history of Ireland, and produced a 
trange influence on the fortunes of those kingly 
)bbers by whom it was designed. In that re- 
larkable colony which the first Stuart planted 
1 the broad estates of Irish princes, noblemen, 
id gentlemen, his wretched son and grandson 
icountered the most inveterate hostility. On 
le banks of a memorable river that ran through 
le old territories of Ultonia, the last of the 
tuarts expiated his sins against Liberty. Tlie 
•imes of the father were visited with usurious 
iterest on the head of the son. 

But it is in Ulster that the effects of the 
lantation are most striking. The new people 
ave kept aloof from the ancient inhabitants ; dif- 
jrence of creed, difference of ha,bits, difference of 
adition, and more than all, the operation of 
le Penal Code, have kept them sundered. The 
-aditional memories of the Northern Irish look 
)wards Scotland. For one short period, bril- 
ant^ futile and delusive, a new spirit seemed 
) arise in the principalities of the O'Neills and 
le O'Donnells. The independence of Ireland 
ad been torn from her by a parliamentary usur- 
ation ; her ancient constitutional rights, which 
ad survived the throes of her long struggle, 
-ere trampled on by the English legislature; 
16 natiop awoke to resistance — \IU\«v: ^udered 

^^.%/g^^d. to the utter pa\mcit\i.^\W oS.^^'^^^'^ 
ed them all. i. *^ 
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-on the reasonings of Moljneux, and was fired br 
the inspired eloquence of Grattan ; and in the 
very heart of the Plantaticm, in the halls of 
Dungannon,* the Volunteers of Ireland pro- 
nounced her Liberty. 

But alas! even in that great movement, tbe 
** meer Irish" were to be again excluded. They 
were to obtain as scant a gift of freedom as their 
fathers of property; the inveterate prejudices 
and traditions which, by the principle of the 
Confiscation, were inseparable from the descend- 
ants of tbe Scotch and English Undertakers, 
were busy with Irish freedom, and succeeded in 
rendering a great army a mere gewgaw and a 
pageant, and what might have been a National 
Revolution little more than a military panto- 
mime. The predominant feeling of the highest 
men amongst the Volunteers was against the 
" meer Catholics ;" furious for liberty, they were 
liberal of exclusion ; the genius of Flood, the 
amiable and benevolent insipidity of Charlemont 
could not save them from intolerance or from 
fear of their countrymen ; they foolishly imagined 
that a nation could be created out of such 
elemental discord as their religions exclusiveness 
must of necessity have produced. And their 
glory was turned into derision; they repelled 



• ** The Lord Chichester hath one thousand one hun- 
dred and forty acres, called Dungannon. Upon this U 
huilt a. fort of lime and &tone, -wVt^v Iomx balf buliVBilcB 
aad a deep ditch around it, VwcnVy ^^^^ \stc«A^ «»S\. 
counterscarped. His lordship ia ^^^^^\^^^>> 
I^ungunnon; for which there UW^. oxi\.5^^«t^^, - 
y^^Jiar's Survey, in Harris's Htbcrntca, ^.'Kfe. 
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It is true, *^the dangerous intrusion of the na- 
tives ;" but they lost their country. 

By incessant, war, and by the intrigues of 
English policy, the entire people of Ireland had 
been reduced to the lowest scale of social life 
— their lands were ravaged, the fruits of the 
earth destroyed, the villages of the peasantry 
bumedy the peasantry themselves driven to the 
fastnesses and the forests. The first object was 
to re-people the deserted plains, to stud them 
with permanent residences, provided with all 
the necessaries of civilized homes ; to cluster 
together groups of habitations, where industrial 
association would in time produce commerce and 
create national wealth ; and the provisions given 
in the Conditions for Undertakers tended to 
procure this desired result. Though the direc- 
tions with regard to castles and bawns were not 
strictly complied with, yet villages and towns 
gradually arose in the escheated counties; 
strongly protected fortresses and mansions sprung 
up on every side; houses of worship — not, in- 
deed, of the banished faith, the old inheritance 
of Ulster, but of new and hungry religionists, 
of discordant creeds — and schools for the educa- 
tion of youth, were seen in most parts of the 
North. 

No better choice could have been made than the 

Scotch to form the staff of the colony. They were 

thrifty, industrious^ hungry, a\at\c\ttW'^,^tA^\^^- 

vering, and had made great advan*i^%>v^^^^^^*^^^" 

provement, agriculture, und maLtvw^vxcXvsx^'^- "^"^x 

were wall ar Jap ted to fulfil SiwoXXv^^ v^Jv^^* ^^ "^^ 

rhintation, the creation oi: ^ix yvAvx^Vxv^^ ^"^^ 



i'C 






150 THE CONFISCATION OF UL8TBB. 

lation in the North, by whose energies and reso- 
lution the great natural resources of the couatij 
might be turned to the best account. And io ^ 
this they succeeded fully. In no other part of 
Ireland can be found the same amount of com' 
mercial enterprise and manufacturing aeti?ity; |& 
in no where else are the peasantry more indofl- 
trious and frugal, and with so high a standard 
of social comfort ; and in Ulster alone, after all 
its revolutions and all the terrible sufferings of 
social convulsion, do we find any protection 
given to the tillers of the soil against the harsh 
practices and overweening egotism of proprieto^ 
ship.* The restraints upon the creation of tenan- 
cies at will has acted well : the tenures in tbe 
North are generally valuable freeholds, to which 
are attached a great protection for industry and 
a great stimulant for enterprise. 

But all these fair promises — all these castles, 
churches, schools — all this busy hum of industry, 
this trade and manufacture were of small avail 
The exclusion of the natives planted a germ of 
destruction in the goodly enterprize. Their ex- 
termination would have been a matter much to 
have been desired by English statesmen and 
Scotch adventurers. But it is not so easy to 
exterminate a people. How could a population 
even reduced as the Northern clans^ were, be 
driven from their native soil ? f Tom from their 
dweHlngs, what was to be done mth them ? With 

• Tbe Tenant Right. It gro>N* ^Sx^citVy. >avJJ<»«* 
nAtmally, out of the Plantatiou. 
t £hB JBenamont, vol. 1 , Taylot * Ttwi^A. ^^^ b^. 
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idred Raleigbs their entire destruction would 
been a difficult matter — and if the enviable 
immation of their eradication were unattain- 
how and where were thej to live ? A middle 
e was adopted ; life was awarded on the 
tions of ill paid labour and oppressive rents, 
natives became the hewers of wood and the 
ers of water, where they had once owned the 
nd reaped for themselves its abundant fruits, 
e two elements were placed in continual 
ingr J opposition ; ownership and usurpation, 
:tered with diversity of creed and race. The 
fruits were visible in the affair of 1641 ; ♦ 

3 Beaumont, who takes too much for granted the 
ih accounts of the Rebellion, makes an ingenious 
irtainly not an accurate, remark upon it : — ** On 
ans cet instant solennel oil toutes les passions 
t en jeu, juger oelle qui dominaient dans leur ame ; 
96t remarquable pas un seul Ecossais ne fat tu6 ; 
engeance se porta sur les Anglais. N^t-ce pas 

sentiment national etait alons chez eux superieur 
! k la passion reUgieuse? Les Ecossias etoient 
ar leur Furitanisme les plus terribles ennemis de 
nde Catholique ; mais c'etaient des ennemis nou- 
, tandis que leurs. Ennemis inveteres, leur enne- 
; cinq Siceles, c'etaient les Anglais de Henri YIII., 
ilizabeth, demiers conquerants, les Anglais de 
es, colons spoUateurs et Protestants. Dans Texe- 

de cet terrible vengeance, ou se resumaient taut da 
iens ressentiments, il se commit de crant^s dont ou 
b k peine le courage de presenter le recit." ** In this 
moment, when all the passions of the Irish were 
•k, we may judge which paaftYOU.'VM "^tedominaxxt 
ir souls ; and it is remark&XAe >i)cv«X Nxl *Oftfe %s:^\. 
t not a single Scotchman ^aa V^e^N *CQKa^«^- 
in the begrinning was direc\e^ «^«^»sX» ^Oofc^^V 
^Bs not tliig becauae t\i^ Ti«!to«8i ^Ti'C\xw« 
superior to reUgious p«jB«voi»'^ "^^a^ ^^^^^ 
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nor, though better prospects now appear, have 
the effects of the great error of the ^ Plantation 
altogether ceased. There was no policy but 
this — to exterminate or to consolidate ; neither 
was adopted, and the result was that the Planta- 
tion proved to be an unsuccessful experiment d 
reformation, a great oppression without anything 
ennobling to atone for its grievous wrongs. 

from their puritanism, were the most terrible enemies 
of Catholic Ireland ; but they were new enemies, whilst 
their inveterate enemies, the enemies of five centaiieik 
were the English, the English of Henry U., the first in- 
vader, the English of Henry VIH. and Elizabeth, the last 
conquerors, the English of James I., protestant and plun- 
dering settlers. In the execution of terrible vengeance, in 
which so many ancient resentments were united, cmeltieB 
were committed which will scarcely bear recital."— i)i 
Beaumont's Ireland, Taylor's translation, vol. 1, p. 67* ^ 
Beaumont had probably read ** Temple's Bebellion," the 
most arrant collection of profane falsehood in English 
literature. Milton says, that five hundred thousand 
Protestants were murdered ; Iceland more wisely rednoisi 
tlte number to twelve thousand ; whereas Pynnar, who 
surveyed the esclieated counties in 1619, gives as the 
amount of his accurate examination the following figures ; 
the whole contents of the six counties are, famines 1674: 
men capable of bearing arms, 6215. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Picture of Ulster — ^Tables of the Escheated Property-* 

Taking seizin. 



There are many derivations given by different 
Writers of the name of Ulster. Some assert 
that it comes from Uladhy which signifies " great 
wealth,^ thus indicating that fatal fertility which 
attracted the cupidity of the neighbouring British 
races. Others attribute it to Ollamh, a celebrated 
monarch, who, several centuries before our era, 
reigned over the Kingdom of Ulster. The name 
of Uladh was applied in later times solely to 
Dalaradia (which the Irish pronounce Dal-aree) 
comprising the following districts — Iveagh, Ma- 
gennis's country; Kinelarty, Mac Artan's coun- 
try; The Ardes, the country of the Savadges;* 
ClanaodhbuighjUpper and Lower; the principality 
of Mac Neill Boye, " a bloodie rebbele." This 
name obtained the classic form of Ulidia, and 
the general designation of the Northern King- 
dom was dignified into Ultonia. 

Ancient Ulster, ** that land good and flourish- 
ing, with many excellent commodities, plentiful 
in all kinds of provision, the soil rick ajid fex- 

♦ An English colony, which Yia&'k.e^tV\A'\JWM5fc^^*^^« 
ower Ardes from the time of JoVviv \>«i Co^^«5 ,^£AS\^^ 
Ister, 1172. 
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tile, the air sweet and temperate, the havens very- 
safe and commodious"* — that illustrious seat of 
piety and the centre of enlightenment — com- 
])rised the territories of Oirgiall, or Uriell, now 
Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh, with some parts J - 
of Tyrowen and Fermana^^h; Dal-Rieda, the [* 
northern part of Antrim ; Tir Eogain and Tir- 
connaill, now Tyrowen, Deny, and Donegal; 
and Fermanagh.! 

The aspect of the country is bold and pic- 
turesque. Filled with fertile and extensive 
plains and exquisite *^ glynnes," it possesses slill 
nobler features in the majestic mountains of 
Down, where Slieve Donnard raises his lofty, 
head three thousand feet above the sea. Through 
Antrim, Tyrowen, Coleraine, Tyrconnell, and 
Fermanagh, the eye rests every where upon 
these great children of Nature, — in Cavan the 
lofty Cuilcagh, the cradle of the Shannon, from 
which it pours its wealth of waters through 
eleven counties, towers in pride above the an- 
cient territories of the O'Reillys. But of a still 
more exquisite beauty are thase small, conical 
hills, covered with the teeming evidences of fer- 
tility, with their green uplands and finely culti- 
vated slopes, skirted with overhanging woods, 
that have as yet escaped the axe. The folly of 
superstition, which imposed on the credulity 
of such writers as the priest CambrensiS) has 

* Sir John Temple'a Hisloxy ol ^i^^RfeVi^aUQi^ p. 6, 
7th ed. 
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peopled these vales and glynnes and romantut 
iill3 with fountains of wonder-working power ;* 
3ut the only marvels to be witnessed there, are 
Jie miracles of beauty which Nature's kindly 
land is ever working. 

Scattered over the face of Ulster are Lakes 
Dr Loughs, some possessing the magnitude of 
inland seas, and others much smaller, but deep 
and well stored with fish — " so that they are not 
only delightful, especially such as are situated 
in some dale or valley, or environed round about 
by pleasant little hills (as it falleth out in the 
most of them), but also commodious and profit- 
able, affording good opportunity of building 
l^ouses and castles on their borders, which was 
done in many places by the English and the 
Scotch, who had made several fair plantations, 
and would have done more if it had not been 
hindered by that horrible rebellion of the bloody 
Irish ; in the beginning of which many of them 
were destroyed by these barbarians." f These 
diminutive lakes were dotted with islands, which 
are both ** commodious and pleasant." In the isles 
of the larger lakes, such as Lough Erne and the 
Lake of Feval, we are told by Boate, wei-e often- 

• See Boate's Natural Philosophy of Ireland, chap, 
vii., section iii., on the fabulous fountains of Giraldus 
Cambrensis. It appears that Barry (who was a Welsb^ 
man* and therefore, with the affectation of many mi^* 
dling scholars, called himself Camhrensis) says that 
there was one Ulster fountain in. which, tlva fctt^uw^^.'j. 
man who dipped himself would xvevct \iecQTOfc Nj^^i^ , 
Barrjr had enormous powers of beUe?, aiA «X\JctoNX\.vi^>X^^ 
*m0 quaUScation to others. 
*"mtural Philosophy of IreVaM;' vi\\«^. ^, ^^^- ^ •- 
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times to be found the dwellings of the Plioten. 
Such of the islands as were not inhabited wen 
without woodland, but being in general covered 
with sweet grass thej were turned into pastve 
for all kinds of cattle. 

Boate gives a pleasing picture of the studiooi | L 

and contemplative life of those who dwelt in Ik 

sweet sylvan solitudes of the lakes, where they l^^^ 

passed their time in much contentment, finding t« 

there not only privacy and quiet with opportonitj p 

for study and contemplation, " but besides great p 

delightfulness in the place, with a variety of very |^ 

sweet pastimes in fowling, fishing, planting, and 

gardening." Certainly it was not without true p 

Scotch foresight that these apostles of civilitj 

adopted the Ulster mission. In one of the large 

isles of Lough Erne, Sir Henry Spottiswood, had 

a fine seat, surrounded, after the most approved 

Planter-fashion with frowning battlements and 

bawns, that would have won approving smiks 

from Pynnar ; orchards bending under the white 

weight of their blossoms ; gardens rich in everj 

child of Flora ; and a picturesque village with its 

church and steeple (and doubtless an incxunbent 

with his due proportion and his glebe lands) 

which comfortable establishment, " whether it is 

in being yet or destroyed by the barbarian and 

bloody rebels I am not informed." * Possibly the 

barbarian bloody rebels may have cast some looks 

* BoAtCt cliap. 9, p. 43. Tbi& Bo&te con never look at 
s scene in nature, let it be t\ieiiiosXiC^«rsKSD%«t vd^i&DaftN 
inthoat examining its convenieiicfe^ tot ^l^FSlSSS^v 
ins taste in landacape ia the tMtft ^1 ^ ^wj«to.»«!wt, 

^ quite ^ri^andesque^ 
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upon their old pleasure grounds in the loughs, 
greatly to the disconcerting of Sir Henry. The 
dreams of Spenser were disturbed after some such 
fashion in the palace of Desmond, on the banks of 
the Mulla. 

Lough Erne is filled with islands, the most 
remarkable of which, though not for natural 
beauty, is Devenish. It contains the ruins of 
an ancient Priory of the date of 1449, wkich, how- 
ever, could not have for any great length of time 
escaped the marauding barbarism of the day ; for 
Sir John Davies, in his letter to Salisbury (1606) 
says that the Lord Deputy, during his Northern 
circuit, held his sessions in the Isle of Devenish, 
tit the ruins of an old abbey there. * But though 
Lough Erne has more picturesque beauty, Lough 
Neagh is a lake of greater size and greater im- 
portance. It waters five of the counties, three of 
them being escheated lands, Tyrowen, Armagh, 
and Derry. The waters of this great inland sea 
are swelled by six river tributaries and number- 
less brooks, f It was said to possess healing and 
petrifying powers, and Stuart mentions that a 
lough near Armagh, which had been drained 
by Mr. Maxwell at Eanachbuidhe (afterwards 
called Rosebrook,) possessed the latter quality 



• Sir John Davies's «*Letter to Lord Salisbury,- p. 242. 
t Harrit repeats some dull fables, about the origin 
of this lake. Harris's Doum, p. 157. He says that the 
ancient historians of Ireland assert, that at the time of 
the arrival of Partholanus, "which 'with 'voi^^T^^^V ^«.- 
ettncj they have decided upon aa YiaVYa."^QiwsQa:w^\Si^^^ 
i969Ui year of the world, there vfct% XixA VXsswi >a^^'^ 
tod ten TirerB of any cunsequeiiiue Va\i\iO«. 
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in a great degree.* There are seYeral magnificent 
inlets of the sea to which the Dame of Lake has 
been given, namely Strangford, Swilly, Foyle. 
In Cavan, Lough Outer extends over eight miles 
in length, and on the borders of Meath is the 
beautiful Lough Sheelin. Yarious smaller lakes 
are scattered through the North, all possessiog a 
rare degree of picturesque beauty. It is said that 
many singular sudden births of lakes, bursting 
fiercely from the earth by volcanic action, have 
occurred in Ulster. More than a thousand years 
l>3fore our era. Lough Foyle broke upon the bor- 
dering countries, in an inundation from which it 
took its name of Feval, having carried off in its 
waves Feabhal the son of Lodin one of the Da- 
naanic chiefs. Later by two centuries Lough 
Erne rushing forth with the same disastrous fury 
covered whole tracts of country ; and still later 
(a.d. 62) Lough Neagh buried immense plains, 
swept away villages and people, and hid the most 
elegant architectural remains beneath its rushing 
waters : 

*' On Lough Neagh's banks, as the fisherman strays, 
When the cold calm eve's declining. 
He sees the Round Towers of other days 
In the waves beneath him shining." 

That these eruptions were the produce of vol- 
canic action, may be concluded from the fact that 
basaltic rocks, which are admitted to be of volca- 
nic origin, are present on the shores of Neagh. 

The inland counties being thus supplied with 
these great and beauti^uV a\ifte\,& ol ^%.\et^ iha 

• History of Armag\v, p. Aa\. . 
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Northern, Eastern and Western frontier is tb'e 
Sea. Bound the vast coast, from Carlingford Ba]r, 
whose waves wash the southern shores of Down 
even to the Erne, which is a link of connection 
between that lovely lake and the Atlantic, nume- 
rous bays, deeply indenting that ocean frontier 
line, open their arms wide to commerce. The 
coast is irregular, running along the Ardes, the 
ancient territory of the Savadges, to the Giant's 
Causeway, that great Basaltic wall, that columnar 
barrier, vast, precipitous, sublime, placed on the 
shores of Antrim as it were to protect the island 
from the Northern seas. 

A very startling edifice of nature is the co- 
lumned greenstone promontory of Fairhead or 
Benmore, a spiral precipice 260 feet above the sea, 
which latter beat<s with solemn and majestic swell 
upon the huge rocks that lie in broken masses, 
like a waste of ruins, at its feet. Near the Cause- 
way, on the crest of a brown basaltic rock stand 
the interesting ruins of Dunluce Castle. Along 
the whole line of coast, on many a cape and 
promontory and on several of the islands, are the 
remains of abbeys and churches, which attest the 
antiquity and beauty of the ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture of ancient Ireland. 

Another grand irregularity is the peninsula of 
Inishowen, where the most northern point of 
Ireland endures the waves that lashed the Arctic 
Isles. Hence to the river Erne, a bold and lofty 
frontier meets the vast Atlantic. Nature has 
been liberal of bulwarks to a ^o^le willing to 
be free. 

The soil of Ulster is mteraecXfe^Xs^ ^^^'^ i\s^^ 



160 THE CONFISCATION OF UI.STES. 

and streams, which though not rivalling in beauty 
the Blackwater of Monster, or the Liffej, Prin- 
cess of Irish rivers,* nor jet of the stream thst 
flows between the soft and woodland banks of 
Lee, were of considerable pretension and udlitj, 
and all perfectly capable of being diverted to the 
purposes of internal navigation. 

The leading rivers of Ulster are the Boyle, the 
Blackwater, and the Bann, and though the other 
streams are generally of small extent, they nearly 
all terminate in capacious bays and loughs,f giving 
to the country the means of water communication 
and a large number of secure and spacious har- 
bours, whilst they form an agreeable feature in 
the landscape. The Blackwater now runs throDgb 
a highly cidtivated and rich country, but at t]be 
time of the Plantation its banks were the rudest 
portion of the North. 

Ireland cannot be called a mountainous land, 
the whole central portion being a vast limestone 
plain ; yet, in the south-western and the North, 
there are mountainous ridges and single moun- 
tains, which in extent are superior, and in height 
equal to any in England, except the Wdsh 
ranges. Whilst on the borders of Leinster and 
Munster, Slieve Bloom, the Knockmeldown, 
and the Galtees form long and lofty ranges. — 
Kerry presents the nobler hills, which includes 
within their embrace the beautifully wooded 
lakes and sylvan solitudes of KiUarney. In the 

* *' Natural Philosophy oilteVaiiA;' «ftc!t.'^,OwK^.%. 
f The word Lough, is pecuUaiVy aw'Sie^X»^sCfe5»\s»^^ 
At the sea. 
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ther quarter of Ireland, the Mourne mountains 
re a great granitic boundary to the south of 
X)wn, and vast ranges run through Tyrowen, 
)onegal, and Derry. The entire coast of An- 
rim is mountainous in its nature, presenting to 
be Scotch seas an iron-bound frontier of rocky 
Ms. 

The bogs of Ulster are numerous and exten- 
ive, occupying much over two hundred thousand 
cres of the province. The much discussed ques- 
on of the origin of these bogs, is fortunately not 
ecessary ip this place ; the probability is, how- 
v^er, that the want of drainage has been the 
luse of their growth.* To a considerable ex- 

* ** Very few of the wet bogis in Ireland are such by 
ay natural property, or primitive constitution, but 
irough the superfluous moisture that in length of time 
ath been gathered therein, whether it have its original 
ithin the place itself, or become thither from without, 
he first of these two cases taketh place in the most 
art of the grassy bogs, which ordinarily are occasioned 
y springs ; the which arising in great number out of 
)me parcel of ground, and finding no issue, do by de- 
rees soak through, and bring it to that rottenness and 
>iinginess, which nevertheless is not a little encreased 
irough the rain water coming to that of the springs. 
ut the two other sorts, viz. the watry and hassocky 
oga, are in some places caused by the rain water only, 
i in other thro* brooks and rivulets running into them, 
id in some thro' both together; whereunto many 
mes also oometh the cause of the grassy bogs, to wit, 
16 store of springs within the very ground: and all 
lis in places, where or through the situation of them, 
id by reason of their even plainness or hollowness, or 
irough some other impediment, ttve wat^r hath no free 
issage awajr, but rcmainet\v w\\\\\\\ W\evc\, •axsSs. ^^ \s»5 
rrees turncth them into bogs." — Nalutckl H.\%\.w>i^S 
/ane/. 
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tent, and considering the lack of coal and latterly 
of wood, they have been useful, but the proportion 
which bog bears to available land in Ulster is for 
too great. Dr. Warner made a handsome sugges- 
tion, for at once bestowing property on the Ulster 
Catholics and making some use of the bogs— 
namely, to give the Papists a title to the latter, 
on condition of their reclaiming the undrained 
bog-land. Whatever may be their origin, or 
their utility, they are a characteristic feature in 
the Nrothem landscape. The dry bog looks fair | 
and pleasant, contrasting with the green meadows ' 
and the picturesque knolls of Ulster scenery, but 
the watery and muddy bogs are neither very use- 
ful, nor at all a matter of ornament.* 

Ireland had been called the woody island, and 
Ulster contributed largely to that name. In the 
old days, before the Anglo Norman arrival, the 
land was full of forests.f But when the Norman 
pirates and robbers had established their settle- 
ments, they commenced in the districts where 
they were masters to demolish the woods, for 
the purpose of increasing the amount of va- 
luable land, (though they appear for many cen- 
turies to have made scant profit of what they 
had,) and to deprive "the rogues and thieves 
who used to lurk in the woods of their refuge 
and their starting holes.^J At the time Boate 
wrote, the woods had been, by this process of 

♦ Dr. Warner's ** History of Ireland," vol. 1, p. 29. 
f Boate, Nat. Hist, of lre\aivd, v, ^. 
/ Ibid, p. 67. These rogue* wv^ >Ok^c^^%, n«^ ^ks^ 
presume, were the natives v?\Aom t\v^ Yiotv^*^ \»Ka \aSw 
deprived of their lands and thcVt caXW^i. 
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tetormation, very mncli reduced ; the forests and 
the independence of the people went together ; 
for after Hugh CNeill's war the quantity of 
timber had diminished, and has continued to 
decrease to such a degree that Ireland would 
probably now be characterized by the absence of 
woods. But even at the termination of the wars 
of the League,* Ulster remained well supplied 
with wood ; for example, all that highly cultivated 
district through which the Blackwater flows, was 
then a dense forest. The exigencies of buildings 
resulting from the conditions of the Plantation, 
soon however destroyed, even quicker than war 
or the axe, the remaining wood ; and the lofty 
trees^ beneath whose canopy so many generations 
of the people of the soil had wandered, loved, 
and fought, gave shelter to their bitterest enemies, 
and strength and permanence to their Baronial 
castles. 

The evidence of the former abundance of 
timber, putting out of account the statements of 
writers, is furnished by every bog in the country. 
At Stranmore near Monallen a forest of oak, ash, 
and alder, was discovered in the last century 
lying in layers, for over a mile, and at eight feet 
depth below the surface ;! and there is scarcely 
a bog in Ireland which could not give its con- 
tribution from the buried timber of the country. 
A great want of wood is experienced in Ireland ; 
timber is never planted by the people; and, in most 
parts of Ireland, there are no landlords either to 

* A fit name for the confederaWoii oi >iJaft ^'\y«s»!^al^ 
the (rNeills, and tlie O^Reiliya. 
/ ^'ec tf/ue, the extract from YiartiVii'^'^^sJvsstl • 
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plant it themselves, or to encourage iheir tenantrj 
to do it.* 

Such is the superficial appearance of JJiaieitf 
picturesque, bold, and of an agreeable variety of 
land and water ; with deep and extensive Imjb, 
a frontier line of rock-bound coast ; good bar* 
bourage ; fishing grounds abundant and secure ; 
large wooded lakes opening up the communjcaw 
tion of numerous counties, and navigable rivers 
traversing the plains ; loftj mountains, and the 
mpst beautiful vallies. Then her bosom teems 
with ore, minerals, and coals, the active agents 
and the chief stimulant of industry and skilL 

On the coast of Antrim at Ballycastle,f theie- 

* '*If, instead of making new purchases, the gentry 
would improve the old estates by draining, and planting, 
and making hedge rows, and inclosures with all the arts 
of good husbandry, (the expense of trees and ditches 
being trivial, and the work performed by their own poor 
cottagers at low wages,) this would be an advancement 
of their estates perhaps to double their value/* — Warner* t 
History, voL 1, p. 49. 

t Baliycastle might have been a place of great conse- 
quence. Its position and its manufacturing prosperi^ 
entitled it to almost the first place as a town of export 
and import into which the Boyds endeavoured to convert 
it. But the gross selfishness of what they comically call 
*< the Irish Society," a collection of London tradesmen, 
of whom we shall see something presently, successfully 
opposed and prevented this design. The pier and quay 
are now in ruins, the harbour blocked up, the collieries 
not worked,' collieries which exported annually 15,000 
tons. Every thing speaks of Chancery and the Irish 
Society, ** In consequence oi endftaxwa* \:ua.vinsbeen 
Jatelymade in the Irish PatWa-meTiX. ^ot TasC«j«vC^iaS^^. 
castle a port, the Society exeTtft^\5^eVT>^\xtt^«xH.^>iK^ 
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of coal-mining are visible, and of a date 
hing further back into antiquity than the 
credulous advocates of Irish civilization 
ever gone, rebuking by their presence the 
Y of more modern times. Wood, in his 
•y touching the primitive inhabitants of 
id, says that these coal-mines were worked 
e Danaanic colony.* At all events they 
from an early period productive, and em- 
1 the people in the most valuable labour, 
e face of which facts, Dr. Boatef has the 
mpudence to say, that the Anglo Normans 
the first to work them ; ** the Irish, as being 
f the most barbarous nations of the whole 
f having at all times been so far from seeking 
ly that even in these last years and since 
nglish began to discover some, that none of 

at all, great nor small, at any time hath 
id himself to that business, or in the least 

that as the affair concerned the interest of the 
1 Companies of the city of London, the Governor 
I be desired to apprize the Court of Lord Mayor 
Idermen of the present situation and circumstances 
f ; and it was therefore unanimously resolved, that 
)vemor should make a representation to the Court 
rd Mayor and Aldermen on the subject. A me- 
i or representation of the Society relating to Bally- 
was ordered to be presented by the Grovemor to 
>urt of Common Council, which was done accord- 

and the Court of Common Council commended 
al and prudence of the Society, as well in regard 

measures which they had already pursued, as the 
ation they were pleased to make to that Court for 
advice and assistance in the matter." — Concise 
of the Irish Society ^ p. 65. 

x)d, quoted by Moore, vo\. \, ^.^K>^. 
ite, p. 69. 
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manner foiihered it." He goes on, with an ex- 
panding ignorance to assert that all the mines 
found in Ireland have been discovered bj ^' the 
New English," that is, by those who came in 
since Elizabeth. The same explorers, he says, 
have discovered iron mines, and he thinks tkt 
the results of their labours have been to prove 
that our mountains, of which Ulster has more 
than her share, possess wonderful metallic trea- 
sures, nay, even gold itself. In a rivulet of 
Tyrowen, called Miola, which faUs into Lougli 
Neagh, gold has been gathered of the purest 
metid ; * and modem science, with a gravity that 
does not belong to ancient speculation, has sanc- 
tioned the convictions of national pride, that this 
country is rich in the possession of those attrac- 
tive treasures for which man has toiled and 
fought and died in every age.f 

Ulster participated largely in all that made 
Ireland beautiful, wealthy, and civilized. She 
had fertility, comeliness and strength ; she was a 
well chosen victim for the passions of conquest^ a 
fit subject for the cupidity of her despoilers. 

That the success of the Plantation, this favon- | 
rite project of a line of sovereigns, was a matter 
of intense interest to the English courts we can 
well imagine. It so occurred that the division of 
the plunder and the conditions on which men 
held their land were not pleasing to all. The 
Scotchman preferred the Irish tenant and the 
Irish labourer to his own countryman who was 
just as clever and as wise as himself — ^the English 

*Boate, p. 70. . , „ cv^cv «kA ^ 

fSir Uohert Kane's Industrial Bft*w«^>^-^^'^>'^^ 
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Undertaker disliked the barthen of building a 
huge quadrangular castle with flanking towers 
tuid immense circumambient wall. These dis- 
Hkes begat much disobedience of the Rules and 
Orders; the castles and bawns were not built as it 
Was intended ; the planted ground became thickly 
peopled with the natives who in the plains in- 
Creased as rapidly as they had in the forest and on 
the mountain side ; they obtained free admission 
into settlements from which the *' Conditions," had 
of a fixed purpose excluded them ; they were by 
degrees acquiring property and consolidating 
power ; they were growing in the midst of their 
enemies — a strange and alarming presence there. 
The colonists were not increasing in their just 
proportion ; " whilst," as a sorely disappointed 
Planter groaningly complains, " the natives who 
daily watch for the return of their young Lords 
Tyrowen and Tyrconnell, * and the rest now in 
the Spanish army, promising themselves a re-pos- 
session of their country, are at least four times as 
many.*'! It was a just vengeance of nature upon 
these dispossessors, thus to increase the number 
of the Irish, but a cause of great perplexity and 
alarm to the English court. Commissions and 
snperintendants were appointed, inquiries direc- 
ted, and reports made ; the inveterate evil in- 
creased, the whole great plan promised nothing 
but arrant failure; the fate of the Munster 
planters was remembered, and the doom of that 

* These were the descendants of the Earls, who had 
gone into foreign service, and w\io Yr\>Xv tKexx ^^^^\A^3oNa» 

have since been amongst the nvosl dv&\i^^^'^^^*^»Ss»ss2w» 

und Btatesnaea in Europe. 
t letter of Sir Thomas SmiUv to W\g Y^tv%, ^.^^^« 
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great settlement was freely predicted for the 
Ulster Plantation. 

Amongst the number of inquirers who visited 
Ulster to point out the evils and to specify reme- 
dies, was Nicholas Pjnnar ; and fortunately for 
the history of the plantation and for a better 
comprehension of the habits and social arrange- 
ments of the day, his report has fully survived 
for our great edification. He was preceded by 
others who have left no memorials or valueless 
ones of their labours, and it is from him that we 
are- principally to learn the prospects of the 
Plantation at a period when it had a fair trial 
He prosecuted his inquiry during four months at 
the latter end of 1618 and the beginning of 1619^ 
Not so garrulous as Sir John Da vies, he has told 
us nothing of the manner -in which he executed 
his " survey." Neither is the survey itself very 
full or explanatory, but it contains notices o: 
men and things which are pleasantly quaint, and 
his brief sketches of the dwellings and habits of 
those who occupied the planted ground, are 
illustrative and informing. I have arranged this 
survey in an intelligible form, and have attached 
notes containing much of what Pynnar saw du- 
ring his inquiry. I have from the Inquisition 
Book and the Patent Rolls of James and Charles, 
added the names of the attainted parties and the 
original patentees to his list of the occupiers in 
1619, so that in one view the reader is presented 
with the history of the Plantation and the order 
establislied in Ulster by Ihla remarkable revolu- 
t/on,* As for Pynnar, Vve TVii\<ix tafeTiNAssi\i^ «ss^ ^ 

*Jn many instances tliese TCCoT(i% %v;^ VcxX. is«kb 
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16 former possessord ; he is as silent on the 
ilject as if an O'Neill had never caroused in the 
Me of Dungannon, or an CyDonnell fought on 
e plains of Donegal 

The changes of proprietorship are very nume- 
U8, the original patentees having in a minority 

instances either parted with their interest 
itirelj, or set to tenants with very long leased 
o douht these patentees — soldiers of for* 
me, captains, useful officials, cutters and stab* 
iT&f dowagers and jointresses, and demireps 
* the courts— merely grasped the lands of Ulster 

make a good traffic by their sale ; hence we 
all find in th6 following list repeated transfer- 
Lce of the denominations from one to another, 
)d a varying proprietorship which must have 
«n very fatal to the quick success of the 
Lantation. There is another set of circumstan* 
s on which I regret not to have been able to 
row any light. There are some Irish secondary 
iefs who were attainted, but on submission re- 
ared, and others who got back their own lands for 
valuable consideration of base treachery towards 
eir fellows; and I am not able, from the materials 
bad, to discriminate between these with sufficient 
icnracy. 
The historic intereM of the Plantation ceases 

the time of Pynnar's survey ; a new order 

things was then established, and a new pro- 

tonnation. If we had a goTemment in Ireland, aH 
BOepuWc documents woTm be tccnoi^^l^^Ued^aiUL 
wtnted with notes. But they are Ttf^X «:;sk««^%>m»^- 
^w EDgliBhmen, 
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priatary ; new relations sprung up whicli will 
be found producing their effect in the subsequent 
war of '41 and thence even to the present day. 
The following table, which yet I must ae* 
knowledge is very imperfect, is compiled from 
** Pynna?s Survey,** the book of Inquisitions in 
the reigns of James I. and Charles L from tbe 
Patent Rolls in the same reigns, compiled in 
barbarous contracted Latin and entirely unin- 
dezed — and from some other obscure and most 
unattractive sources. And it will be permitted 
to me here again to exclaim against the penorj i 
and the other mean and disgraceful influences, : 
which have induced the English Government : 
practically to put their seal on Uie fountains of onr ' 
history, by consigning to a most scandalous | 
obscurity, the records and state papers of our: 
country, these great and honest witnesses of. 
dealings between us and them from the beginning. 
There are men enough in Ireland, who wouM j 
gladly and gratuitously devote their time and j 
intelligence to the arrangement and editing <rf -4 
these invaluable but now mouldering documents, 
to select those of great and public interest and; ^ 

* worthy of publication, and to reject whatever is ' 
worthless. Even the principle of order itself, 
should induce these English to open our own. 
purse-strings, and to remove the chaos which at . 
present exists in the department of the public 
deeds and records. It is to be hoped that some 
exertion will be made to effect this object, and 
to stimulate the aelfiak said \^xw(stvcw\. %.^tJiy of 

the Government. 
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In the preceding table, the greatest gainer by 
the Ulster Plantation appears only in connection 
with one grant ; but Sir Arthur Chichester, the 
founder of the Donegal family, deserves a 
separate and peculiar mention. ,, He was a greedy 
Puritan, bent upon extinguishing the Catholics of 
Ireland, and of accumulating an enormous fortune 
by their plunder. In the latter design he was 
very successfuL On the 30th June, 1609$ James 
wrote to him, '^ That having approved of a pro- 
ject for distributing of his lands (namely, the six 
counties) in Ulster, which he was resolved not to 
alter in point of substance for favour or merit of 
any particular person, yet having consideration 
for his extraordinary desert, his majesty was 
pleased to grant him and his heirs and assigns 
the entire territory or country of Inishowen," 
"vsith Culmore Castle for life. Attached to tlds 
magnificent grant, was a power to hold four 
Courts Leet in the island of Inche, the territories 
of Tuoghconcrine, Tuagh Clagh, the manor of 
Greencastle, and the island of Malin. Various 
privileges of tolls, markets, and fairs were added 
On the 14th January, 1610, he had a grant of the 
Castle of Dungannon and 1300 acres of land 
escheated within its precinct. He built a palace at 
Carrickfergus, which he called Joymount^ from 
his friend and patron, the politic, warlike, and 
sentimental Mountjoy.* 

Whatever was the original design of the Plan- 
tation^ and whatever was its policy, it is clear that 

* They say that CbaiVea "BVsvflA* ^L«tft. ^wsiC^ ^^sa^^ 
of Jove. It was a wbirasVcai ««i^ Iw ^ ^^5toQ»S^%.Tj^> 
tJcian and eo bloody » soV^ex. 
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there was no banishment of the natives from the 
soil of Ulster; the "Swordsmen,"* in other words 

* The swordsmen were gallowglasses and kernes. 
The gallowglass wore a defensive coat studded with 
iron nails, a long sword was appended to his side, an iron 
head-piece secured his head, and in his hand he grasped 
a broad keen-edged battle axe. Another description of 
swordsmen were the kernes. These combatants fought 
with swords, skeans, and javelins to which thongs were 
ikstened. Sgean (whence skean) means a sword." — 
Stewart* 8 Armagh^ p. 634, App. The introduction of 
defensive armour was modem. The following passage 
from Spenser, in his** View of the State of Ireland," 
endeavouring to prove the Scythian descent of the 
Irish, gives a good account of the more ancient wea- 
pons ** And first of their armes and weapons, amongst 

which their broad swordes are proper Scythian, for such 

the Scythes used commonly, as you may read in Olaus 

Magnus. And the same also the old Scots used, as you 

may read in Buchanan, and in Solinus, where the pictures 

of them are in the same forme expressed. Also their short 

bowes, and little quivers with short bearded arrowes, are 

very Scythian, as you may reade in the same Olaus. 

And the same sort both of bowes, quivers, and arrowes, 

at this day to bee scene commonly aniongst the Northerne 

Irish-Scots, whose Scottish bowes are not past three 

quarters of a yard long, -with a string of wreathed hemx)e 

slackely bent, and whose arrowes are not much above 

halfe an ell long, tipped with Steele heads, made like 

common broad arrow heades, but much more sharpe and 

slender, that they enter into a man or horse most cruelly, 

notwithstanding that they are shot forth weakely . Besides, 

their confused kinde of march in heapes, without any 

order or array, their clashing of swords together, their 

fierce running upon their enemies, and their manner of 

Gght, resemhleth altogether t\\at ^\v\r.\\ \% ^«»<1 va. 

histories to have beene used oi t\v<i ^c^xX^jnoa. ^^ 

which it may almost infaUibVv \>e vt«^\?ftete^\ \ft%^^vis:, 

with other circumstances, that W\e Vtva\v ^jce ncx^ ^^ 

or Scythes ori|r,„;Ulv, tliousU s\l\\vi\ue ^^^^-^^^^^^^^^^..^ 

n2HnyotlK'vn:uioii^ repairing auOi iv>>, vv\v\^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ 
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the men able and accustomed to carry arms, 
were not sent to Connaught; nor were th6y 
excluded from the Plantation, with a purpose to 
root them out, as all the Irish nations had been 
rooted out, from the first Anglo Norman settle- 
ments ; they were merely removed from the 
mountains and the woods to the plains and open 
country, that being removed " they might grow 
the milder, and bear a better and sweeter fruit."* 
Sir John Davies, in one of those admirable 
essays which, whatever we may think of their 
morality, are amongst the most useful materials 
of Irish history, has given us a graphic account 

There is a veiy singular mention of the sgean or skeau 
in Carlyle's ** Speeches and Letters of Cromwell.*' On 
the retreat from tiie fatal field of Naseby, "there were 
taken a good few ladies of quality in carriages, and 
above a hmidred Irish ladies not of quality, tattery 
camp-followers with long akean knives about a foot in 
length which they well knew how to use ; upon whom 
I fear the ordinance against the Papists pressed hard 
this day." Vol. 1, p. 214. In other words, the pious 
Parliamentarians and cut.throat rebels, about whom 
Mr. Carlyle has written his eloquent Book of Saints, 
hanged these women, and then gave thanks to the Lord 
for tiie crowing mercy. But it is not astonishing that 
these English killed a few hundred women, mere 
camp-followers, for another writer tell us that the 
barbarians slew several of the wives of officers of 

quality Southey*8 Life of Cromwell, p. 41 ; Ctarendon^s 

Civil Wars, Oxford ed. 1839, vol. 5, p. 176. These 

saints of Carlyle had certainly all the wisdom of the 

serpent, but they had the ferocity of the tiger. They 

H^ere a blasphemous raJbble to\i\», ^YimXv \\a Qerman 

ecBtAticB will ever turn to tUng^ a)toM«fe\a. 

^^xrJblmI>avle8'8« Hiftl.Ttaft\.a," ^A\^. ?«^^j;^^, 
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of the great settlement. * He and Sir Oliver 
Lambert were the principal agents in effecting 
the division of the escheated lands, which thej 
accomplished in a " perambulation'' made through 
the North, with the Lord Deputy and the other 
Commissioners of Plantation, and the account of 
which Sir John communicated to his constant 
friend and patron, Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, 
in 1610. 

• 

They had four principal points to dispose of ; 
First, to assign the portions which were apportion- _ 
ed to the natives according to the qualities of the 
lands, and the deserts of the favoured parties; 
Second, to distribute and apportion the lands set 
ipart for the servitors ; Third, to publish by pro- 
ilamation in each county the lands which were 
[iven to the English and Scotch Undertakers, to 
he servitors, and to the natives, that the latter 
hottld remove from the precints allotted to th§ 
Unglish and Scotch^ whertwon a clear Planta' 
ion was to he made of English and Scottish' 
len without any Irish, and to settle upon the 
inds assigned to servitors and natives, where a 
lixed Plantation of English, Scotch, and Irish was 
) be made ; and Four^, to give seizin f of their 
Hotted shares to the British Undertakers, who 
ad flocked in numbers to the scene of partition. 
Ul these duties they discharged, not without 
pposition from the people who were to be so 
mceremoniously thrust aside by the hungry tribe 
f Stewarts, Wingfields, 'Po\V\!Q\,'&^ 'EL«Kai^\a»^ 
'Jnkels, Smelhomes, AdwicVa, Ci\siOaRj^\KWs ^scSi. 

* Letter to Robert EflCrl oi ^9^\Ani c«My8Soa»%'^ 

ie of Ireland, 1610. 

A barbarous law word, 8\Rtv\i^va%^^6»R«?Sso^» 
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Butlers, who were there awaiting the unholy 
distribution. 

For it appears that in Cavan, where the natives 
were near the Pale, and familiar, after a fashion, 
with points of law and incidents of title, they 
made a bold struggle to preserve their lands, and 
appealed directly to that perfidious promise — so 
often made, so often broken — ^that they should share 
the benefits of English law. They had learned 
to talk of a freehold and of estates of inheritance, 
(dangerous study for the "despairing Irishes,") 
of which the bold Clansmen of Tyrconnell and 
Tyrowen, secure as they thought themselves in 
their hills and their vallies, their mountains and 
their river-sides, were proudly ignorant; and 
these poor Cavan lovers of justice had hired a 
lawyer of the Pale, to maintain, that they had 
estates of inheritance in their possessions, which 
their chiefs could not forfeit. Doubtless much 
sound law did this Solon of the Pale discourse, 
eloquent on tails, tail males, fee tails, and tails 
in remainder, and all the other jargon of Nor- 
man jurisprudence. He demanded to traverse 
the office which had been found of his client's 
lands, and he claimed the benefit of that procla- 
mation in which the base Stuart promised to 
take the persons, estates and goods of his Irish 
subjects into his protection. But of what avail 
was all the argument? Robbery was its own 
judge. I/ambert and Davie^ tiwd Chichester, the 
Commissioners of Part\t\oT\, wt\d xXi^x^^x. ^1>(iGsss^ 
who bad their deeds oi %xw\> m vV:vc ^^^n&\ 
Jf:n^lish lawyers, the 8Couv\iv.^ ^L^^L^X^ 
JUiddle and Inner TempAe, o .^.^^vx^ ^^v^^^^ 
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soldiers of fortune, were to try a title as old as 
the Island itself: is it surprising that even the 
lawyer of the Pale* could do nothing for the 
dansmen of O'Beilly ? 

Sir John Davies, poet, philosopher, attor- 
ney-general, adroit and supple courtier, casuist 
without conscience or honor, undertaker, and 
lervitor, replied. And his reply is a marvel- 
lous specimen of the logic of an attomey-gen- 
enL He was rejoiced, good man, that occasion 
o&red of declaring and setting forth his Majesty's 
most just title, as well for his Majesty's honor, 
who being the most just prince living, would 
sot oppress the meanest of his subjects wrong- 
fiilly, to gain many such kingdoms, as for the 
Misfaction of the natives themselves and of 
all the world. 

His Majesty had a threefold title, and a 
light to dispose of the lands, ^*in law, con- 
aeience, and in honor." In law, he had a right, 
whether considering the matter with reference to 
the English law or the old Brehon jurisprudence. 
For, by the former, the sovereign is Lord Para- 
mount of all land, of all the land in the kingdom, 
mud all his subjects hold their possessions of 
him, mediate or immediate. That the captainship 
of (yBeilly being abolished, and the two chief 
lords elected by the country slain in rebellion, 
the king was entitled to enter upon their lands, 
without reference to the estates which the clans- 
men might have had. For of what nature could 
ibeae estates have beea? l^\)[k&t ^^^naXi^ ^ \Si.** 

*Ibaire not been able to ^iiawsv^t \Jafe xi»safc ^ '^ 
*4iKucate of tiie O'Reillya. 
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iieritance, or estates not of inheritance. An estate 
not of inheritance they did not claim, or if they 
did, they should show the creation thereof, which 
they could not do ; and if they claimed an estate 
of inheritance, then estates ought to descend to a 
certain heir, which neither their cheiftainshipfl^ 
nor their tenancies ever did. Therefore they 
had no estates of inheritance. The estate of their 
Tanists and Chieftains hath been adjudged (thatiS) i 
good Sir John, by rascal lawyers who wanted to 
rob both) to be no estate in law, but only a tran- 
sitory and " scambling possession." They never 
did, he continued to argue, conceive that their 
lawful heirs should inherit the land they possessed, 
which was manifest by two things : 1st, thej 
never esteemed lawful matnmony,* to the end 
that they might have lawful heirs ; and 2nd, thej 
never did build any houses, plant orchards, or 
gardens, nor take any care of their posterity. It 
followed that, if these men had estates in law, 
either in their chieftainships or in their tenancies, 
if his majesty who was Lord Paramount did i 
seize upon and dispose of their lands, they could 
make no title against him or his patentees aod 
consequently could not be admitted to travem 
any office of their lands. 

Much more to this effect, did the king^s attor- 
ney speak to the astonished natives; much more of 
such perfidious technical rhodomontade, well 
enough for the purlieus of Westminister or the 
bagnios of the Temple, ot tha corrupter a^os- 

* This M'as only a repet\t\oTv oi \J[\^ \iwfc >afc ^^ws^* 
brensiii, and the other ftUvndexeTa. '^^'^^^ft^.^v^ 
^mietimes in the older ttoe VilYv ^^^V^^^^^;^^ 
thejr always contractea marriaRe ^xvA ^.^t^ ^^v\^Vc.V 
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} of the chief city of the Pale, but mar- 
Lis'to the meer Irish of the hill sides of 
ley. What then said he of the ancient 
he came to root out^ and in its stead to 
itute " civilit}^" ? Was there no code of 
on, no chieftaincy, no gavelkind ? Surren- 
g these, were these Cavan men not promised, 
le perfumed sacred word of Royalty, that 
should hold their hill sides without let, and 
* Yes ; there was then one scruple to hinder 
5S in this enterprize, viz.: whether the king 
t in conscience or honor remove the an- 

tenants, and bring in strangers amongst 

? 

hat said the mercenary knave ? Why, truly 

his majesty might not only take this course 

illy, but was bound in conscience so to do. 

immemorial unconverted spirit of English 
thou perfection of human reason, thou con- 
lation of human goodness, was there ever 
g thou wouldst not consecrate, or right thou 
st not take away ? 

le King is Father of his people, said Sir John, 
he people and the land are committed by the 
ne Majesty to his charge and government. 
J therefore bound in conscience to use all law- 
md just courses to reduce his people from 
irism to civility. Now civility could not be 
ed amongst them without a mixed plantation 
dl men, which could not be effected without 
iplantation and removal of some of the natives, 
settling their possessions in the course of the 
ton law! For if tYve^j ^«t^ ^^-^^ \sjv 
y the countrj'^ as their ^c^V&Vv^^ Jot ma-w^ 
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hundred years — aj, till curst Norman ayariee 
brought their mailed beggars here— they would f 
never, to the end of the world, build houses, make T. 
tojenships, or manure or improve the land as it l! 
ought to be; therefore it stands not with christian t 
policy, nor conscience to let so good and fruitfal > 
a country to be waste like a wilderness, when hia I 
majesty may lawfully dispose of it to such persom a 
as will make a civil Plantation thereupon.* 

And so argued the Roman planting his ensigns 
on the shores of Britain ; so argued the fanatic 
Isabella driving the Arab from the fields of 
Spain ; so argued the bloody Cortes and the 
insatiable Fizarro as they gave a million Indiana 
to their sword and cross ; so argue even now the 
perfidious Frenchman in his razzias and his man- 
burnings — ^human enlightenment demands its 
victims — ^the march of civilization has been too 
often upon the crushed hearts, and plundered 
rights of man. '^ James, in this great misdeed, 
transplanted like a father not like a Lord or 
Monarch ;'** so says Sir John Davies. ^^ The Bo- 
mans transplanted whole nations out of Grermany 
into France — ^the Spaniards lately f removed 
all the Moors out of Granada into Barbarj, 
without providing them with new seats there. 
When the English Pale was settled the natives 
were all clearly expelled, and the Graemes were 
removed then from Scotland to Ireland without 

* Sir John Daviea's Letter to the Earl of SaUahorr, 
J.p, 1610. 
f The Conquest of GrenaAat ^aa «ffi«s.\jsA\ASV \'^\S&i 
thB Seoaad extermindfced tVve TA.oana\i xwsfc Vft. %\(kcs^. 
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)t of lapd ^iiiig jotted to thejm ; but theae 
^e^ of Cava^ had lan^s asaigned them usualij 
he soQie baronv wjbere they lived before, so 

in this his Mi^esty did imitate the skijifu) 
andman who doth remove his fruit trees, not 

a purpose to extirpate and destroy them, but 
tiaiej might hrms better and sweete^ fruit 

the transplantation."* 

1th these courtly reasonings fmd ,this If^wyej 
i the natives were ** not unsatisfied in reason, 
gh they remained in their passions discon- 
id, being much grieved to leave their x>psse£i- 
I to strangers which they bad so long a/ier 
' manner enjoyed." But the Lord Deputy 
;led threats with entreaty ; precibusqufi 
IS regaliter oddity -and the poqr natives 
I way " like obedient ^d loyal subjectss," to 
Sheriff and the warrant of the Commissioner^. 

so commenced this foul crusade. The p^O- 
)f Ulster had looked to Gavan jBxpectingly, 
;ing with trembling confidence to right and 
I but seeing things so manned there, they 
I broken to their ffite, and with silent despair 
litted to the course prescribed by James for 
Plantation. The lands were divided-r-and 
lamation dqly made — ^the Undertakers pre- 
d the materials for their Castles and their 
lis— the servitors took out their letters pa- 
with hot haste — ^the hapless owners of the 
moved from their ancient homes — ^the agen^ 
[le incomparable city of London piled their 
er, their lime and stones^ their iron and their 

* Sir John Davies to Sa\A»>a>rr3>^.'i&^- 
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other materials for their new cilyy and so bu^ 
were the workmen there and elsewhere abonl 
their several tasks as ^^methonght I saw Dido^i 
colony erecting Carthage,'' * 

Instant ardentes Tyrii, piirs dncere muios 
Moliriqoe arcem, et mnnibus subvolvere sau' .' 
Pars optaie locum tecto, et concludere buIco. 

And now look at this Ulster hefore and after 
the Plantation. But first put away the originil 
wrong from your thought— for a moment cease to 
think of all the crimes, all the deep injury, aH 
the wondrous injustice^ all the original sin of ibii 
mighty change, then thoughtfully mark the con- 
trast. Before the Plantation — before Hugh 
O'Neill had hidden his great defeat and greater 
sorrows beneath an English coronet— -from these 
Forests issued, and roamed over these Plains, » 
Free People, ruled by their own rude laws and 
institutions, adoring at their own altars, asseni^ 
bling round their own hearths, speaking the lan- 
guage racy of their soil and of their souls, loving, 
tender, vengeful, fierce, after the fashion their 
mother's milk had given them, — a people of the 
Land, her children, like the oaks they dweh 
amongst, bursting from her bosom like the streanifl 
upon whose banks they fought and loved, and 
lived and died. They were rough and untut<Mred; 
their laws which yet suited them were not is 
wise as human wisdom might devise ; they tiQed 
their lands rudely, yea, even with the tails of 
their beasts they yoked tVi«vt^\oM^hs; over their 
wide and green pastutea xo^^d VJsvw ^^3^wfe^\s&r 

• Sir JoYua, iterum. 
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branded, the wandering wealth of pastoral clans ; 
fierce in fight, sensual and amorous, wild in mirth 
and gentle in love, a bold, brave race, they pos- 
sessed the soil God gave their fathers; they 
worked out in triumph or defeat the ends of hu- 
man civilization, working unskilfully but with 
some progression, when this great Plantation met 
them in their way. Gradually but fearfully it 
came on with projects, plans, and laws, and argu- 
ments most eloquent of dispossession. The rich 
pUuns over which their fathers wandered, the fer- 
tile Tallies where their fathers dwelt in many a 
mde ancestral village, the river sides of plea- 
sant Derry, and the bold headlands of moun- 
tainous Donegal, all were swept away by gra- 
cious writ, by King's command, by projects of 
plantation, by inquisition, by forfeitures, and by 
eoeheats, words dimly understood of fearful im- 
port. They retire before the tide, and now a 
new race succeeds, the spawn of bloody conquest. 
On every side arise the well flanked castle, with 
frowning tower and threatening battlement ; the 
loighty forest re-echoes with the ceaseless axe ; 
the sounds of busy labour are heard ^* from mom 
till dewy eve ;'' towns and cities, fortresses and 
faetories, are seen lifting their heads aloft ; the 
whole face of Nature and of things is changed. 
An ancient civilization, ancient laws, and ancient 
Faith are swept away ; new forms of life, new 
eodeSy new habits, and new men are planted in 
that ancient soil to bear what ftull l\i<e!^ t&sk^« 

Hay it be fruit of peace B5v9l \iQtk$sva ^^ *^s^ 
distracted land t 
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CHAPTER Vrt. 

Etotr !i happened Hi&t the Mlrcers, Gtoeetn, DfHiMii, 
jFtohtnon g erg, Croldtaniihs, Skinners, Meh^haot Tal- 
Imrt^ HaberdadxetB, Salters, Ironmongers, YintQexii. 
ttid Clotiiworlcers of London became Xrish Landlordi 
— ^The Lish Society — ^The creation of Baroii^. 

Derbt was so called from Doire, an Irisli woi*d 
signifying " the place of oiks." It was tfao 
caUed Deny Cklgach, **the oak-wood of Cal- 
gpch," wio, they say, is classicized by the pen 
of 1? aciins into G-algaciis. It was also known 
as " Deny Columbkuie,'* from the sainf s liwne 
who founded an abbey there. The distindaTe' 
ej^itheis were afterwards thrown aside, and £or a 
whilis it bore its own sifnple niiine, tthtil & new 
and more itionstrons transforiiiatioii conVerti^ it 
ihip Londonderry.* 

How this camie ^6 |pas§, and how, on the an- 
cient Hill of ()akS| sacred to Pagan supeirstitioli 

^ Tet there \b some propriety in the name, fot Londodf 

like Derry, is Irac^ble to a Celtic or ratb^ a Stf^tSt 

oiigftt, tiid seeiite as eorrectly to describe the aiodnli 

Derry as Doire did Ihe anciqvv^^ I^ondcHi is bjr poiae iO» 

fetpreted as ''the town of i^ps," or the ''for<afie(| 

town," but the Celtic^ cpmpound which means a "'stapong 

fortres9,'* (Zonn-ciun,") is iShe \sm^ ctn^iXL tS t^ hatiie. 

Ahy of iliese deriVaiftatta ^U *^^ ^taa ^gf^w^Wi^N 

Mnd it 18 singular that a Utt\e^a.'y ^^^^i^M^W^*^^ 

smcient fortress witli a ami\ai ^•^^f vj^^^ An^ 
" the fortreaa of ships."— Ordnance Memovp,^,\1. 
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and Christian holiness, a new order of lay monks 
founded their establishments, their temples, and 
their priesthood^ we are now to be informed. 

After many revolutions undergone through the 
course of lawless ages, at various times guarded 
with anxious care and saintly piety, ravaged by 
the wrath of fierce chiefs and clans, plundered 
by English freebooters and Norman cutthroats, 
bimied by the savage Dane, and re-erected by 
Celtic devotion, Derry owed its restoration to that 
raliant and bloody soldier, Sir Henry Dowcra. 
3n the hill of Derry, ** which in troubled times 
W2i8 selected as the Acropolis of the North,"* 
Oowcra re-erected the town and laid the foun- 
lation of its importance. 

On the 16th of April, 1600, with a large fleet 
ind 4,200 men he entered the historic waters of 
liough Foyle, and ejected a landing at the Fort 
if Culmore. The Kinel-Connell and the Kinel- 
)wen were fighting their last great fight, and by 
he profound policy of Mountjoy victory had been 
natched from their grasp. He met but little re- 
istance. He erected strong works at Culmore 
nd on the Derry ; ramparts and strong walls of 
arth, large houses of lime and stone, and '^ a city 
n the erection of which much time and labour 
rere bestowed." f He flung down the monas- 
^rjy the cathedral, and all the other religious 

* *• Ordnance Survey of Deny, "p. 17. This admirable 
iece of history and natural philosophy cannot be snffi- 
lentty pndsed. Pity that government would not win 
me popularity by publiaihmg «i5\ \!ti<fc\wisi5L\w^T>s».^ 

Jreland in a similar way. 

^ "Annala of the IFour MaaXet*;' fc..\> A^RJ^^ 
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buildings, profaoely to convert their materials to -^ 
the uses of his forts and towers** Strong garri- . 
sons were placed in Derry, which, however, wejre i 
removed at the termination of the war in 1603, ; 
100 horse and 160 foot under Dowcra, and 200 
foot under Captain Richard Hansard, only being 
left to keep the place. During three years Sir 
Henry, who had been created Governor, laboured 
incessantly to lay, wide and sure, the fonndatiofis 
of a great commercial town. He procured seve- 
ral grants and patents for holding markets and 
for the enjoyment of many valuable liberties and 
privileges, f And he himself reaped for his ser- 
vices an abundant crop of honours and rewards; 
but in 1604, for certain inadequate considerations^ 
he sold to George Fawlet of Hampshire, muck 
to the said George's subsequent discomfiture, kis 
house and land and company of foot, and having 
appointed him Vice-Provost of " the Derrie,** he 
returned to England, and never resumed the go- 
vernment of the city, greatly to his own advan- 
tage and security. Sir George Fawlet had little 
time to follow up the wise designs of .Dowcra. 
He was a rough and brutal soldier, and having 
insulted Sir Cahir O'Dogherty, the chief of Inis- 
howen, by coarse language and personal chastise- 
ment^ he drove that young and valiant lord into 
" rebellion." O'Doghei-ty took the fort of Cul- 
more, it is said, by treachery, and Derry by sur- 

* The '^ Ordnance Memoir" modifies the statement. 
It 88^8 t/iat Dowcra only maAa \»fc oi V\i^\!ci%.\ssrA2>&QC 
the cathedral, it being in rums.— 'S^^'^. . ,, 

f The charters are given m tVi« *^ Ot^x^swi^^V^xsi^^, 
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we, put Sir Greorge, his lieutenant, and garrison 
the sword, plundered the infant city, and re- 
iced it to ashes. But a '* fortunate shot in the 
tad" terminated the career of Sir Cahir on the 
Ith July, 1608, and smoothed the way for the 
sneral Plantation, whose plans and projects had 
(en already fully discussed, and whose fruits had 
ready been devoured in anticipation by the 
ibes of Undertakers, Servitors, and other " hun- 
j ▼oltiirea,'' that awaited the partition of 
later* 

And now it was that commercial and trading 
iterprize effected what the wisdom of Dowcra 
id commenced, and the vengeance of 0*Dogh- 
ty so sadly interrupted. A new class of land- 
rds, rich and grasping as the burghers of Ghent 
id Bruges, were planted on the ancient Hill of 
aks, and henceforth swayed Arachty with a 
•reign, unparental rule. 

When the commission, issued by the crown to 
hichester and the rest of the escheators, had 
^turned their findings, duly giving six counties 
» James, that wise King conceiving that the 
,ty of London was the fittest body he could 
ilect, to effect a great Plantation in the North of 
reland, directed Robert Cecil to communicate with 
ir Charles £dmonds, the city Remembrancer, 
dsiring him to acquaint the Lord Mayor (who 
'aa Humphrey Weld), that the Earl wbhed a 
onference on the subject of the Ulster lands.. 
L conference was had, and the propositions 
'hich I have already ^vea^ n^^x^ xoada b^ the 
ing to t/ie City. TVie^ft -^to^^Jutfsw^ n^^^ 
lied "3Io lives and B.eaaotv«» ViVcA^R^*^^^^ 
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of London to undertake the Plantation in the 
North of Ireland," and they certainly were of a 
nature likely to attract the burgesses of a citj, 
already distinguished for the keen pursuit of gain* 
The paper gave a glowing picture of Ulster, of 
its natural wealth and its great capacity for tnde 
and commerce. It represented a country well 
watered, abundantly stored with every necesNuy, 
rich in its fattening pastures, and abundant in its 
promise of *^ butter, cheese, hides, and tallow ;" 
with good harbours, plentiful ocean fishery, mnch 
train oil and fish oil, ready to reward the hands 
of industry — altogether it painted such prospects 
as could not well be resisted by the thrifty tailors, 
cloth workers and mercers, of the incomparable 
city of London. The country was broken to 
their hands — the mailed Barons, Knights, and 
Boldiers had done their work, *^ braying the people 
as in a mortar" — and now the peaceful invaders, 
hungry and thick as the pests of Egypt, might 
spread themselves over the face of the land. 

In a few days when these '* Motives and Bea- 

sons" had time to sink into the hearts of the men 

of trade, the Corporation, and the Lords of the 

Privy Council came to an understanding — bat 

with caution on the part of the burghers. They 

expressed their willingness to go on with the 

Plantation, if the King's representations of the 

feasibility and advantage of a London colony, 

were found by discreet commissioners of them 

to be correct Upon w\\\c\\ \\»y des^jatched four 

worthy citizen&i John Broad, Qco\d«w!:\\3cL\^^j53aees. 

TressweU, Painter Stamer-, 5oW ^«^^i. 

•Dj^pier; and John Muniis, T^^t^^^ % ^^^'^^^^ 
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tation to inquire into and report upon the state 
of the county of Coleraine, and the propriety of 
the City of London taking part in its new co- 
lonization. They set out upon this grave mission, 
not without tears from weeping wives and friends, 
into the fastnesses and amidst the savages of the 
land of O'Neill and O'Donnell; and having boldly 
and wisely discharged their missionary duty, pre- 
sented their report to the Court of Common 
ConnciL* The report was read, and we may 
presume, it confirmed the king's eulogies ; for 
the Common Council appointed a committee to 
transact business with the Privy Council, and 
prescribed the times and place at Guildhall for 
their meeting. Would that there remained any 
tme memorial of these meetings! It would 
be a study to hearken to those^ business-like 
robbers, gilding over with solemn plausibilities 
the schemes of iniquity they were planning — 
mourning over the 'Mncivilitie" and barbarism 
of the natives, philanthropically devising refor- 
mation, magnifying the wise and munificent spirit 
of English trade, and dealing with all the other 
ingenious lies which craft and cupidity use to 
conceal their villany. But, there are no records 
left save a few formal entries in the town-books, 
from which we must draw our own inferences, 
dry entries, but significant enough. 

• We are told in that very stupid compilation, ** The 

Concise View of the Irish Society, " that such a report was 

presented ; but the report ilaeu \% Tiot, ^ven^ though it 

would be most interesting, not ^o^% \\. ^v«^ ^ i\fi5^^'^'«.- 

ticular about the mission oi \\v^?.^ iwxx ^vs^^^^'^ ^^ ^^ '^- 
viht/." 

N 3 
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The committee sat at Guildhall, and made 
their report to the common council, on the va- 
rious conditions which they should require from 
the King, expressing their opinion in favour of 
the establishment of a company in London for 
the administration of the affairs of the Planta- 
tion, and of the foundation of corporations in 
Derry and Coleraine subject to the direction of 
the central company. And this was the germ of 
the " Irish Society," which for more than two 
centuries has enjoyed the rents and revennes of 
an entire Irish county; a company of foreign 
traders, having no kind of connection with Ire- 
land, and yet swallowing an enormous rental 
dragged out of the vitals of the poorest country, 
to be expended in the richest city of £ar(^ 
The Irish Society is a type and symbolical repre- 
sentation of £nglish rule in Ireland from the be- 
ginning. 

The report was approved and presented to 
the privy council, and after some further con- 
ference articles of agreement were arranged 
(28th January, 1609,) between the privy council 
on the King's part, and the committee of the city 
on the part of the mayor and commonalty of 
London. Thus the King's sanguine wish was 
about to be fulfilled, the citizens had consented to 
take in hands the Plantation of Derry, and he was 
sensible, that '' when his enemies should hear 
that the famous City of London had a footing 
therein (in Ulster), tlxcy would be terrified from 
looking into Lreland, the back dooT of 'Eu^o.ts.d 
and Scoiland.^^^ 

* Letter of Sir TAiotuaii^VvvVii^*. 
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Tiie conditions on the part of the Loudoxiers 
were: — 

The City agreed to levy £20,000, £15,000 to 
be expended in clearing away private men's in- 
terests; to build a certain number of houses, 
leaving room for more, and that 4,000 acres 
should be allocated to the city.* That the rest 
of the County of Derry, estimated at 12,000 
acres, should be cleared from private men^s in* 
terests; that the timber of certain woods should 
be devoted to the furtherance of the Plantation, 
and not made merchandize. The articles pro- 
vide for the City's having the presentation to 
churches; for the monopoly of sea and river 
fisheries; for the customs, poundage, tonnage, 
and great and small customs ; for the enjoyment 
by the twelve trades of the office of Admiraltyf 
along the coasts of Tyrconnell and Coleraiue, 
and the salvage of all tlieir own vessels wrecked 
at sea, in Ballycastle and Oderfleete, and in all 
the coasts, ports, and creeks. A number of 
other provisions protect the interests of the 
Society and the City, stringent and comprehen- 
sive enough. It was amongst the rest settled 
that Culmore Fort, which Sir Arthur Chichester 
had resigned to James, should be given to the 
City, and the land appertaining, provided they 
maintained a sufficient force. 

• These acres bred a serious controversy between tlie 
Corporation of Derry and the Irisli Society, which con- 
tinues I believe to the present moment, and in which 
tJic Trish Corporation has man\fe%VV^ ^'Vkft "ftA^iMvta^ga ot* 
the Anglo-Irish Society. 
/ A Btrange honour tor ihe Pyav^x*, %t^:.. ^« 
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One part of these Articles was signed by Lord 
Ellesmere (Lord Chancellor), Robert Earl of 
Salisbury, Henry Earl of Northampton, Thomas 
Earl of Suffolk Edward Earl of Worcester, 
George Earl of Dunbar, Edward Lord Zouch, 
William Lord Knowles, John Lord Stanhope, 
Sir John Herbert (Secretary to the King), and 
Sir Julius Caesar. The other part was signed 
by Sir Henry Montague, and sixteen other per- 
sons of the Common Council committee. A 
singular mixture of aristocratic and plebeian 
names to attest this monstrous deed of partition, 
by which an entire principality is bestowed upon 
the trades of London.* 

When these articles were executed, the Court 
of Common Council proceeded to constitute a 
company, to consist of one Governor and one 
Deputy Governor, and twenty-four Assistants; 
the Governor and five Assistants to be Alder- 
men, and the Recorder to be one of the Assist- 
ants, the rest being Commoners of the City of 
London. These officers were yearly to be elected 
at the first Common Council to be held after the 
feast of the ** Purification of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary." The first Governor of the Society was 
William Cockayne, Alderman and Sheriff, and 
the first Deputy was William Towerson. 

The duties of the company were these: — 

** The Court further enacted, that the said 

company then elected and .appointed, or there- 

after from time to time to be elected and ap- 

pointed, or any nine oi \\i^lxi^\^^i«t^^l ^^^^ 

* Concise Vie>i^ oi l\ieS^V^^^.^-^^^- 
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vemor or Deputy for the time being to be one, 
should have full power and authority to hold and 
keep a court, and in the same to treat, debate, 
and determine of all matters and causes concern- 
ing the business that to them in their discretions 
should think fit; and also to direct, appoint, and 
command what should be done or performed on 
the behalf of the City, concerning the said plan- 
tation ; and also should give direction in England, 
either by letters or otherwise sent to Ireland, 
for the ordering, managing, and disposing of all 
things whatsoever concerning the intended plan- 
tation, or anything belonging to the citizens of 
London's undertaking in that part of Ireland 
called Ulster; as also for the receiving, ordering, 
disposing, and disbursing of all sums of money 
that were or should be collected or gathered for 
that purpose, and generally for any other cause, 
matter, or thing whatsoever, incident to or be- 
longing to the business and affairs in Ulster; 
and in the courts so to be holden should have 
full power and authority to nominate and appoint 
their clerk, beadle, and such other officers as 
they in their discretion should think fit ; and that 
whatsoeyer should be done, decreed, or resolved 
by and at any such court so to be holden, should 
be firm and stable, and the Court of Common 
Council^thereby declared it ratified and confirmed 
by them. The wardrobe in Guildhall was ap- 
pointed to be the place where the courts of the 
company should be held. The times of meeting 
-were to be appointed by l\\e CioN^iwst ^xXyK<^\sfc«^ 
Governor, who were respecl\v^\^ \,q ^^^ v>»\\w^ 
fur summoning the compaix^ Vo^tiXJftRX, 'W^^^ 
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Chamberlain was at the same court of Common 
Council appointed Treasurer of the monies to be 
raised of the City for the purposes of the said 
plantation, who was to pay all monies conform 
ably to warrants to be signed by the Grovemor 
or Deputy Governor, with three of the Assist- 
ants of the company.** 

Thus was " the Irish Society" formed. Where- 
upon Master Tristram Beresford and Master 
John Rowley were appointed general agents for 
the city, and immediately proceeded to Ireland, 
where soon after the Society got seizin of their 
estates.* On the 29th of March, 1613, they 
were incorporated by charter, under the deno- 
mination of *' the Society of the Governor and 
Assistants of London of the new Plantation of 
Ulster within the realm of Ireland." On the 28th 
of June following a charter was given to Cole- 
raine. 

In December, of the same year, the county 
was divided into twelve divisions, with the 
exception of the city of Londonderry and the 
town of Coleraine, and the adjacent territories, 
ferries, and fishings belonging to the same, of 
which no fair partition could have been made ; 
one division being assigned to each of the twelve 
companies of the city of London, who had taken 
part in the Plantation. To each of the large 
companies, some smaller ones were added; for 
example to the mercers were added the inn- 
keepers, cooks, embroideYera, and masons. Alto- 
gether, never was sucVv *\xviiot\^YViw& m^v^vv^ ^t 

* Concise VW^f > V. \C». 
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togeiher for landlords and planters of " civilitie.'* 
The estates were then consigned to the manage- 
ment of the companies. 

That this management was of the worst de« 
scription, harsh, indolent, grasping, uneconomic, 
is clear from the inquiries directed by the king, 
and the reports made thereupon. Sir Josias 
Bodlej, was sent by the Lord Deputy in 1613, 
to examine unto the progress of the Plantation, 
and to ascertain whether the city had performed 
its part. He made a report to James, complaining 
of their negligence in the strongest terms, where- 
upon the king, a ready writer, a very Solomon 
at the Pen, nay, more familiar with the Pen even 
than with the Sceptre — though tenderly loving 
both — ^writes a letter to his dear Counsellor Sir 
Arthur Chichester ; a notable historic document, 
as all James's are, but rather too long to copy 
here.* 

He reminds Sir Arthur, of the great revenue 
he might have derived from the Plantation, if he 
had not preferred the reformation of that disor- 
dered district of Ulster by a civil Plantation, (a 
nice euphony for robbery !) to be made therein, 
before the private profit he might have reaped 
by it. But, alas for royal hopes and royal 
wisdom ! after all his liberal grants, he had dis- 
covered that neither the safety of the country, 
nor the planting of religion and civility, ** amongst 
that rude and barbarous people," which were the 
principal objects of that project, j and which he 

*See it in full in the Apioeueax Vo KJaa ^^^^^^>sR- 
View/' pp. 37, 38. , c^ ^ 

t Again I must refer the readet \i0^x .\i»«c.€^S5&%vs^'*5^ 
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expected as the only fruits and returns to him of 
his bounty, were any whit as yet materially 
effected by the London shopmen. He was not 
ignorant how much the real accomplishment of 
the Plantation concerned the future peace and 
safety of Ireland ; but if there were no reason of 
state to press it forward, yet would his majesty 
pursue and effect that work as earnestly as he 
was doing, merely for the goodness and morality 
of it, '* esteeming the settling of religion, the in- 
troducing of civility, order, and government 
amongst a barbarous and unsubjected people, to 
be an act of piety and glory, and worthy of a 
Christian prince to endeavour." 

He requests that a careful survey should be 
taken, and the results to be accurately conveyed 
to him. For he had been informed that some of 
the Undertakers, (meaning thereby, doubtlessly, 
the Xiondon merchants,) had sold away their 
portions to men of mean ability and unfit for the 
service, and that other similar offences had been' 
committed against the planting of civility. And 
finally, he says, "we are so desirous to under- 
stand from you the true state of the Plantation, 
that once again we do strictly enjoin you to give 
us a faithful account of this trust which we 
repose in you, without care or fear to please or dis- 
please any of our subjects, English or Scottish, 
of what quality soever." 

rations on Preambles. Hia Yvistoiy oi Iielaiid has been 

suppressed hy govemnifint v it "waa \oo \x\ift lot %<s&«»l 

tise. But, it fortunatiely is 6tX\i to^» ^oatcA. m^^-^^jw. 

Courts' Library, and I believe t\ie "DxitoVm ^ioc«Jt3 . \». 

oag^ht to be republished. 
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One of the conseqnences of this letter was the 
)pointmeiit of a new officer, Nicholas Pjnnar, 
< take a general survey of the works of the 
>mpany on their proportions in Ulster.* And 
lis-sarrey, lamely and inconclusively as it was 
cecuted, will serve to show how far these Lon- 
3n landlords complied with the conditions of their 
rant. 

The following return was made by Pynnar of 
le results of his inquiry, a.d. 1619 : 

LONDON-DERBY, CITY AND COUNTY. 

The City of London-Deny is now compassed about 
ith a very strong wall, excellently made, and neatly 
rought, being all of good lime and stone ; the circuit 
hereof is two hundred and eighty-four perches and two- 
drds, at eighteen feet to the perch ; besides the four 
iteSf which contain eighty-four feet ; and in every place 
' the wall it is twenty .four feet high and six feet thick, 
he gates are all battlemented, but to two of them there 
no going up, so that they serve to no great use, nei- 
\er have they made any leaves for their gates; but 
a^e two draw-bridges serve for two of them, and two 
>rtcullices for the other two. The bulwarks are very 
rge and good, being in number nine ; besides two hijf 
ilwarks ; and for four of them there may be four ctJOt- 
ms or other great pieces ; the rest are not all out so 
rge, but wanteth very little. The rampart within the 
by is twelve feet thick of earth ; all things are very 
eU and substantially done, saving there wanteth a 
>U8e for the soldiers to watoh in, and a sentinel house 
r the soldiers to sta^d in in the night to defend them 
Dm the weather, which is most extreme in these parts. 

* The ** Conscise View" states that, somewhat later, 
survey was made by Sir Thomas Phillips, and that his 
joant of it is extant at LambeOcLli^TW'^ » Waj^^^sasw- 
timately not been able to see \\\\% i\!OC:>3asi'K5iV\ssi^'^3. 
}maa PbiUips was not a e^UiUi^^^ V\\x«ss^. 
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Since the last surrey there is built a school, which is ' - 
■ixty-seren feet in length and twenty-five feet in breadth, ^= 
with two other small houses. Other building there if '- 
not any within the city. The whole number of houses 
within the city are ninety-two, and in them there are - 
one hundred and two families, which are fitf too few a - 
number for the defence of such a circuit, they being ' 
scarce able to man one of the bulwarks ; neither is tiiere 
room enough to set up one hundred houses more, unless 
they will make them as little as the first, and name each 
room for a house. 

CULMORE FORT. 

This fort pr blockhouse of Culmore is now in the 
handsof Captain Jc^n Baker; the walls aie now finished, 
and the castle built; all which is strong and netAj 
wrought, with platforms for their artillery: and this is 
the only key and strength of the river that goeth to ^ 
Deny, 

COLERAINE. 

The town of Coleraine is at the same state it was at 
the last survey ; there are but three houses added more 
to the building, which are done by other men ; only the 
city hath allowed them twenty pounds a piece towards 
their building. That part of the town, which unbuilt, 
is so extreme dirty, that no man is able to go in it, and 
especially that which should and is accounted to be tiie 
market place. The walls and ramparts, built of sods, 
and filled with earth, do begin to decay very much and to 
moulder away ; for the ramparts are so narrow that it is 
impossible they should stand, and the bulwarks are so 
exceeding little, that there cannot be placed any piece 
of artillery, if occasion were. There are two small ports 
which are made of timber and boards, and they serve for 
houses for the soldiers to watch in. This town is so 
poorly inhabited, that there are not men enough to man 
the sixth part of the wall. 

goldsmiths: hau^. 

John Freeman, B«i., VialYi tYa^^^o^TViaii, ^^«^ 
bjr estimation tliree thoat»udtNTQ\««v^t^MA\Kft.v3c 
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Upon this proportion there is a bawn of liuic and 
stone one hundred feet square, sixteen feet liigh, with 
four flankers ; also there is a large castle or stone house 
in building within the wall, which was two stories high, 
and the workmen earnestly at work to finish it with all 
haste. There are also six houses of stone, and six of 
timber, very strong and well built, and seated in a very 
good and oonyenient place for the King's service. 

GROCERS' HALL. 
MuFFE, 3,210 Acres. 

Edward Rone had this proportion ; but he being dead 
there is no body to aver u>r the buildings. 

Upon this proportion there is a bawn in building, be- 
faig one hundred feet square, with four flankers, the walls 
are now fire feet high. By this 'bawn there are buil^ 
four good strong houses of lime and stone, and wel^ 
slated. There are four more that are built in other 
placi^ somewhat further off. There are otlier houses of 
lime and stone that are upon the land dispersed ; but 
they are built by tlie tenants themselves ; and yet they 
hare no estates, and likely, as tliey tell me, to be re- 
mored, some of them having spent upon their building 
one hundred pounds ; and tliis is through the slackness 
of the Company that have not made estates to the Un- 
dertakers. All this land, for the most part, is inhabited 
with Irish. 

FISHMONGERS' HALL. 
Ballykelly, 3,210 Acres. 

This proportion is in the hands of James Higgins, a 
merchant of London, whose agent is here resident. 

Upon this there is built a strong bawn of stone and 
lime one hundred and twenty-five feet square, twelve 
feet high, with four flankers, and a good house within 
it, being flfby feet square, all finished and inhabited by 
the agent, and furnished with good store of arms. 

There are near to the castle fifteen houses, whereof 
three are of stone and lime ; t\ie xe^X. ^x^ ^^ MxsfiJws.^'^a^^ 
are rough cast with lime aud^laXci^. TV^ftsafc^Nsao^Nsw"^ 
eoarenient place for service. TViexvi V* ^^ ^ Oww52s 
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near biiilt, which is forty-tbTee feet long, twenty-six 
wide, neatly made up, and a good preacher to teach the 
people. 

IRONMONGERS' HALL. 

3,210 Acres. 

George Cammynge, agent for the Company, is here 
resident ; but he hath no order to make any estates to 
any tenants that are come thither to dwell ; notwith- 
standing there are divers that have disbursed a great 
deal of money, and built good houses. All that these 
men can get are articles of agreement for thirty-one 
years ; but they fear that this may be altered by others 
that may come after: notwithstanding they pay for 
every townland, which they accoimt to be but sixty 
acres, five pounds ten shillings, or five x>ound8 per an- 
num. The uncertainty of this is a great hindrance of 
• tiie Plantation. The castle, which was formerly begun, 
is {thoroughly finished, being a very good and strong 
eastle ; and there is a bawn of brick and lime, whereof 
there are but three sides done, without flankers, which 
maketh the place of no strength. There are also eight 
dwelling houses of cage work, some are slated, and some 
shingled ; but they stand so far asunder that they have 
but Uttle succour one of another. 

MERCERS' HALL. 

Manawat, 3,210 Acres. 

This is not set to any man as yet ; but it is held by 
one Vernon, agent for the Company, 

Upon this proportion the castle, which was formerly 
begun, is now thoroughly finished, being not inferior to 
any that is built ; for it is a good strong work, and wdl 
built, and a very large bawn of one hundred and twenty 
feet square, with four flankers, all of good stone and 
lime. Not far from the bawn there are six houses of 
cage-work, some covered mth shingles, and some 
thatched, and inhabited by sucYv^goot tsv^xv^a^^^ <3otW 
ifnd in the country; and t\ieafe ^aj «^^^ ^^»^ "c^^R^^ss^ 
ibe land, tliat they are forced to laStaln^ Vafflato.^^- 
der them to pay the rent. 'IVv^^ ^^ ^^-^^ ^*^ 
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houaes of slight bnildino^ but thej are &r off, and dwell 
disporsedly in the wood, where they are forced of meer 
necessity to reliere such wood keam as go up and down 
tb9 country ; and» aa I am informed by divers in the 
country, there are in fbrty-six townlands of this propor- 
tion, that are set to the Irish of the sept of ClandoneUs, 
which are the wickedest men in all the country. 

MERCHANT TAILORS' HALL. 

Macoskin, 3,210 Acres. 

This is in the hands of Valentine Hartopp, Esq., who 
is newly come to dwell there, having taken this propor- 
tion of the Company for sixty-one years. This castle 
is finished, being fifty feet long and thirty-four feet wide ; 
the castle is battlemented, and built very strong. There 
is no bawn begun as yet ; but the gentleman is causing 
stone and lime to be laid in readiness, that they may go 
roumdly away with it. Here, near unto the castle, are 
bimt deven good houses of stone and lime, well slated 
fltad. inhabited with English, standing altogether in a 
lifi^-chosen place. There is a fair large church well 
flnished, being eighty-six feet long and thirty.two feet 
broad, the roof set up and ready to be slated. 

HABERDASHERS* HALL. 
Balltcastlb, 3,210 Acres. ' 

$ir Robert Mac Lellan hath taken this of the Com. 
pany for sixty-one years ; and upon this the castle is 
strongly finished, being very strong and well wrought, 
Idmself with his lady and family dwelling in it. There 
is no bawn nor sign of any, nor any other kind of build- 
ing, more than slight houses after the Irish manner,' 
which are dispersed all over the land. The church lieth 
itill as at the first, and nothing at all doing unto it. 
There were nominated unto me six freeholders, which 
if'ere in Scotland, and these were set down but for small 
gnaiitities ; and twenty-one le^eholders; but not any 
ebe of these could show me any thing in writing fur 
tfaeir estates; neither could Uie landlord show me any 
ecfmaterpBrte. It is true I i&w ^iSci'% \3«sl^ \|\axited with 
Britisb tenants to tiie aiualba 6^ ^M^\>1 "(SkKi^^ vc^\sik'^&i4 
cwtfe arms for them. \ 
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CLOTHWORKEBS* HALL. 

3,210 Acres. 

The said Sir Robert hath taken this proportion of the 
Company for sixty-one years ; and upon this there is a 
castle of lime and stone fifty-fonr feet long, thirty-four 
feet widei and twenty-eight feet in height ; but this is 
not as yet covered, neither atoy plantation with Bri- 
tish tenants, but only on& freeholder, which is l^e par- 
son of the parish. For all this land is Inhabited with 
Irish. 

SKINNERS' HALL. 

DuNGivEN, 3,210 Acres. 

The Lady Dodington, late wife to Sir Edward Doding- 
ton, deceased, is in possession of this, she having a grant 
of it from the Company for sixty-one years. Here is 
built a strong castle, being two stories high and a half, 
with a large bawn of lime and stone well fortified. Li 
this the lady is now dwelling, with twenty-four in her 
fiimily. There is also in another place of this land, called 
Crossalt, a strong castle of lime and stone built by Sir 
Edward, being eighty feet long and thirty-four feet 
lnt>ad, with two turrets to flank it ; also a bawn of lime 
and stone an hundred feet square, fourteen feet, and 
Qur flankers; so that on this proportion there are 
two bawns and two castles, with two villages, containing 
twelve houses a piece. At each castle also there is a 
church adjoining to the castle, and a good teacher to in- 
struct the people. There is plenty of arms in tiiese 
castles. 

VINTNERS' HALL. 

3,210 Acres.' 

This is in the hands of Baptist Jones, Esq., who hath 

built a bawn of brick and lime an hundred feet square, 

with two round flankers «nd a ^^ rampart, irhich is 

atxre than any of the rest Yvove ^csn^. 'YVksst^ vea^Isa 

wjtbin the bawn two good \ion»e», ot^^ ^^ia.\«k Xa-^^ 

o^er; the one is seventy fejit\oT^«D^W\jj^^ 

^d^f the other is nothing ^«^^ ^^^"^ ^^Lxafci 
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the bawn he hath built ten good English houses of cage- 
work, that be very strong and covered with tiles, the 
street very wide, and is to be commanded by the bawn. 
All these are inhabited with English families, and him- 
self with his wife and family be resident therein. There 
are dirers other good houses built upon the land, which 
are further off; and these do use tillage plentifully after 
the English manner. He hath made his full number of 
freeholders and leaseholders; but he being gone into 
England, and his tenants at the assizes, I saw them not. 
There was good store of arms in his house, and upon 
the land seventy-six men, as I was informed. 

DRAPERS* HALL. Z 

MONETMOBE, 3,210 ACRES. 

This proportion is not set to any man, but is held by 
the agents I^. Russel. Upon this Uiere is a strong bawn 
fk stone and lime an hundred feet square, fifteen feet 
high, with two flankers. There is a castle within the 
bfi^ of the same wideness, being battlemented, tiie 
which hath also two flankers, and near finished. Right 
before the castle Ihere are built twelve houses, whereof 
tax are of lime and stone very good, and six of timber, 
inhabited with English families; and this is the best 
work that I have seen for building ; a water-mill and a 
malt-house also. A quarter of a mile firom the town 
there is made a conduit head, which bringeth water to 
all places in the bawn and town in pipes. But these 
tenants have not any estates; for the agent can make 
none, neither will they, till such time as their land can 
be improved to the utmost. Within this castle there la 
good store of arms. 

SALTERS' HALL. : 

3,210 Acres. 

Hugh Sayer is upon this proportion, and upon this 
they have built in two several places at Marifelt. There 
is a bawn of eighty feet squate of lime and stone, with 
two ilankers, and tiie castte ia noi'i? yei \k\S^ii^%%>'^^s% 
Bixlor feet long and twenty feet ^<aft. Tt^Ns^ ^^^ *^®=^ 
^torieBbii^, and the roof ready X»>ofe wX»xfi^v 'vga^*^ 
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of the bawn are not as yet above ten feet bigb* J^W 
unto the bawn there are seven houses of sUght cjio- 
work, whereof five are inhabited with poor men, fi^ 
other two stand waste. The other place, called Sallein' 
Town, hath a bawn of stone and lime seven^ feet 
square, twelve feet high, with two flankers, and a poor 
house within it of cage-work, in which the farmer, iritji 
his wife and family, dwelleth. Here are also lune hooi^ 
of cage-work standing by the bawn, being inhabited wifli 
British families, also a sawing-miU for timber ; bit the 
glass-houses are gone to decay, and utterly uiuIobs* 
There are not any upon this land that have any estates.* 

Pynnar's inquiry with reference to the entire 
Plantation, resulted in these conclusions: — 

That there were settled on the escheated Lindfl 
6,215 bodies of men, but be observes that^ from 
the number of habitations, . and by having con- 
versed with parties who were there, and famfliar 
with the statistics, he is led to believe that there 
might have been then (1619) found on these 
lands at least 800 men of British descent 9xii 
birth, ready and able to do his Majesty's service: 

That there were built 107 castles with bawni 
19 castles without -bawns; 42 bawns withot 
castles or houses; 1,897 dwelling-houses of stoi 
and timber built after the English manner: 

That from the insecurity of tenure, many 
the English tenants did not then plough up 
the lands nor use husbandry, because they feai 
to stock themselves with cattle and servants 
such labours ; nor did the Irish use tillage, f; 
a similar and a more just apprehension of 
continuance of their holdings : 

Ti^at the English rested satisfied with the 

-Pfnnar'j Surrey inHartWa ** B\\)«ns2«»^*' ^r^.^f 
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yrbitant rents they obtained from the Irish who 
jrazed their lands, and if the Irish had been put 
iway with their cattle, the British should have 
siUier forsaken their dwellings or endured great 
listress ^* on the suddain." * Yet the combina- 
tion of the Irish '* is dangerous to them, by rob- 
bing them and otherwise." 

That the greatest number of Irish dwelt upon 
the lands of the City of London, which he attri- 
butes to the fact, that the estates of five of the 
companies were not set to tenants, but were still 
in the hands of agents, who finding the Irish 
more profitable than the British, were unwilling 
"to draw on the English, persuading the com- 
pany that the lands were mountainous and un- 
profitable, not regarding* the future security of 
the whole." t And, moreover, he found that the 
lessees of lands afiirmed that they were not bound 
to plant with English, but may plant with any 
people they pleased, (an ingenious and just read- 
ing of the orders and conditions,) and that nei- 
ther was the City of London bound by its patent 
to plant with English. On these rocks, honest 
Nicholas Pynnar decided, that the Plantation 
would fail egregiously.j: In some senses, Nicho- 
las was right. 

It is fortunate, that for the historic interest of 



^ How singular it is, and painful to think, that the 
>nly security the natives had against entire destruction 
nras in the necessities, fears, and wants of their de- 
ipoilers. 

fPynnar'B Survey, in Haxnsk% ^^'S^TVfiksa." ^^Bjqg^^ 

t Ibid, page 237. 

o 
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this essay, we are not bound to follow ^' the I 
Society'* through its various fortunes ; nor to 
how the end of all these delinquencies and 
these inquiries was a sequestration of their I 
property, (1624) ; how, when Wentworth* 
Lord lieputy, (1625), he brought over with 
his chaplain, Bramhall, afterwards Bishop 
iDerry, and a sore thorn in the Society's s 
how Sir Thomas Phillips, (1625), sent fortl 
the King, after due deliberation, " a most 17 
lent accusation ;"f and how various other viru 
accusations followed fast at the instigatioi 
Bramhall, urging the King to revoke the chs 
and to take the lands into his own royal hai 
how the patent of James was annulled by 
Star Chamber, (1637), and Londonderry se 
into his Majesty^s keeping ; how the society 
their terre-tenants were served with scire fac 
und judgments, went duly against them, whe: 
the letters patent were revoked, cancelled, 
made void, and the county and the city se 
into the King's hands; and how, finally, 
sentence was reversed, and the Society, in 
eventful year of 1641, were restored to all 1 
possessions, the Bishop of Derry and Sir Th( 
Phillips, notwithstanding.§ 



* Commonly called Black Tom, and afterward 
headed by the warrant of his loTing master, Charlc 
First, 
t " Concise View,** p. 32. 
J Law jargon, which it would benefit none but 
yen to know anything about ; and of which few of 
do know anything. 
§ Any reference to the Vong ^i\^^'a^^ot«. oi ^<^^ 



TBB CONFISCATION OF ULSTER. 231 

The Irish Society have never been, and it in 
in nature that they ought not to be, popular as 
landlords. Even so late as three years since, an 
able and important document has been printed 
by the Corporation of Derry, being the Address 
of the Mayor to that body, detailing the number* 
less crying evils which this foreign and grasping 
society inflicts upon the country, which has the 
misfortune to be under its control. The address 
is a most inestimable document historical and 
political, and its statements will possibly, in the 
end, assist in bringing about the expulsion of 
the representatives of the original usurpation.* 



is here needless. They have no historical, and little 
general interest. 

* At a time, when an incapable government is allow, 
ing a people to starve before the eyes of the civiliased 
world, and when agragarian murder is scattering de- 
struction through the land, why do they not sequestrate 
the possessions of the society — ^it was done before by 
Charles the Martjrr — and divide them in fee-fkrms 
amongst the people, of course, giving the London shop- 
keepers what their predecessors paid for the estates and 
the value of their permanent improvements ? But let 
me be understood to speak only of an absentee corpora- 
tion of English traders, men who confer on our country 
no protection by their power and no glory by their sta- 
tion. I do not speak of those descendants of the original 
planters, who, bom on our soil, have a title that no human 
being can question or doubt, and amongst whom have 
been found some of our most distinguished patriots, 
orators, and soldiers. But the incongruity of a set of 
London tradesmen, squandering our revenues upon their 
city, or their appetites, is too great, and the injustice 
too monstrous to be endured by any but a nation of the 
most spiritless slaves. Do the Lrish people deserve the 
name? 
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In the Appendix lo Mr. Hadett*5 statement 
ibe fciUoiring chaiige and leplj : — 

Ckgr^ethftieOrpormiim. Rephf kf the Sock 

'* That from the natnre ** The Socielj are i 

of thdrcwM tiiu t i ontfaeSo. alljdectedagieeablj 

detj is incaiMible of render- Charter, and vheifae 

ing anj pcrmanfnt benefit colonisation of the O 

to this ooontrj, as it is of Deny from the C 

co mpo se d of merofaants and London, and the dif 

KBdesmen in the eitj of nnufications of tiie 

London, whose bosineBS le- presciibed h^ the d 

Quires their constant resU were theoretacaUy wi 

denoe therein, whereby thej not a matter to be a 

are, of coarse, ignorant of at the present mome 

the local circumstances and is obrions it has been 

wants of the inhabitants of ticaliy beneficial ; an 

this district, and, besides, present state of that cc 

bdng only elected for two which is the most peai 

yean, cannot possibly ac- and orderly in its coi 

qtdre the information pro- and is an example 

per to qualify them for the pmnted oat to all the 

doe discharge of their da- parts of Ireland, | 

ties; and, accordingly, it shows the benefits 

appears by the accounts bare resulted from it 

printed and published by present anfortnnate 

them, that, in the coarse tion of the Corporal 

of the nine years ending Derry is certainly a 

March, 1833, they have re- ception, but it has 

ceived no less a sum than clearly shown not tc 

£77>000 from their estates been produced by tl 

in this country, while not ciety, hut by their oto 

more than £8,000 have been fuse expenditure and 

expoided in it — a sum not misapplication of the 

equal to the amount divided confided to their m> 

among the members, or ex- ment. The nine yea 

pondwl by them in tayems. count referred to, insi 
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"That this sum is Stated '^Tlie Society let their 
^ have been expended on lands upon such easy rents, 
^hools and public charities; and upon such leases, as to 
yet your petitioners believe make it the interest of the 
and confidently assert, that tenants to build."* 
xxo sam has ever been ex- 
pended by them to im- 
prove the farm-buildings or 
nonses of the tenantry on 
their estates. 

How excellently, and with what force, are all the 
leading doctrines of the present popular party in 
this country, which is widening into a National 
Party, set forth in this vigorous statement of 
the Deny Corporation ! Brave doctrines and 
manly, for the bold descendants of the IXbter 
planters. 

But one or two entries, from their own histo- 
rian, may be added to enable tlie reader to judge 
of the principles and mode of conduct of the Irish 
Society. One has been already given, which re- 
cords their selfish opposition to the attempts made 
to raise Ballycastle to the benefits and commer- 
cial position of a town of import and export. 
Another, and more important, is the following: — 

*' The society sent precepts to all the companies, 
requiring each of them to send one or two artisans 
with their families, into Ulster, to settle there ; 
and directions wei^e also given, in order that 
Derry might not in future be peopled with Irish ^ 
that twelve Chrisfs Hospital and other poor 

* Thla observation, tf correct when made, w^uld certainly not be so 
if made now. ITiere are no tenantry \n \)cvv& Tvft\v5cJvsvsva>asyA'%C^^ ^swccc 
plaln more of their landlords, than do l\vft \«w«xv\» vi^ >icv^'^^'Ws«s:'S5^^ 
the Iriab Society. No lands in t\ie cowivWn w«. tsnm^^ Vv^^ 'wsivsj 
than their late Jcttings. 
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children should be sent there as apprentices t 
servants, and the inhabitants were to be pn 
bitedfrom tahing Irish apprentices, Directi 
were also given to the companies, to repair 
churches on their several proportions, and fun 
the ministers with a bible, common prayer be 
and a communion cup. The trades which 
society recommended as proper to introduce i 
Ulster were weavers of common cloth, fusti< 
and new stuffs, felt-makers and trimmers of h 
and hat band makers, lock-smiths and farri 
tanners and fellmongers, iron-makers, gL 
makers, pewterers, coast fishermen, turners, \ 
ket-makers, tallow-chandlers, dyers, and currie 
And thus did it come to pass, by royal wisd 
and plebeian cupidity, that the twelve compai 
of London became absentee proprietors of pn 
gious estates in Ireland, of towns, and cities, i 
castles, and lakes, and seas; a most singi 
settlement, unlike all of which there is rema 
ing record. That on the whole they have v 
discharged their duties to themselves, and afu 
very scurvy fashion to their tenants, is true ; 
the most indisputable fact is that there they i 
are, a permanent and enduring monument rai 
by his own hands, to the wisdom and the hom 
of James Stuart. 

James had excellent ministers for his \ 

poses. Cecil and Bacon divide between ti 

the honour of devising most of the great si 

tricks of his reign, Guii^oyi^^t ^VAa, ^Vvom I 

plots, Spanish marriages, wi^ V^t^et^ ^S.^^ 

Thus, it is doubtful, TwVieWiet \\.^^s^^\x^ 

or the chancellor, who UK. u^oxv W^ \^x\w 
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)edieiit9 for a needy monarch, of creating the 
)rder of Baronetage, a most merchantable and 
profitable commodity. Considering, however, that 
;liere is extant an elaborate letter of Sir Francis 
Bacon to James the First, on the title, dignity, 
uid precedence of Baronets, having been con- 
Bolted by the King on these momentous points, 
And that Sir Nicholas Bacon, the Lord Chancel* 
lor^s near relation, of Redgrave, Suffolk, was the 
first creation, we may safely attribute some share 
of the invention to the latter.* 

The King, pressed for money, and at the same 
time having a most apt and plausible excuse to 
get it, namely, to provide for the safety of his 
infant Ulster Plantation, on the 22nd of May, 
1611, founded the order of Baronets in England, 
the fees of each patent of creation being over 
^1000. It was an order of intermediate dignity 
between baron and knight. Baronets were per- 
Kaitted to bear in their coat armour, as an 
honourable augmentation, the arms of the an- 
cient Kings of Ulster, either in a canton or 
Jcutcheon of pretence, being argent^ a hand 
inister, coup^d at the wrist, extended in pale 
fules ; in odier and more intelligible language 
han this jargon, the arms of Ulster were the 
Jed Hand of O'Neill, degraded much by being 
Qade parcel of these undeserved and venal ho- 
lours. In the patent creating this order, which 
he reader will find set out at length in its ori- 
;inal Ciceronian Latin, in the 3d volume of John 
telden's works, (p. 84*2), 3ani^^^^\.'3»^<^'^^'«>s^^^ 

* Letter to the King._BacoTv^%^atYa.^^-'^>^^^^ 
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promoting cause of its institution, his anxiet; 
consummate the Plantation of Ulster, *' ilia 
minimi momenti, inter alias imperii nostri gen 
cunut, de Plantatione regni nostri Hibemise 
potidsimum Ultonise." And in the same pat 
he enumerates the objects of the Plantation, 
oppida condantur, aedes et castra struantur, i 
colantur, et id genus alia." But these were ] 
tences both of the Plantation of Ulster and 
institution of baronetcy ; the moving motive 
nearly half a million of our present money, wl 
the King received and pocketed. For in his 
structions, preserved also in Selden, he caref 
directs the commissioners appointed to supe 
tend the patents, that " the treasurer of Eng] 
should so order the receipt, (namely, of the 
ronet's fees, or purchase money,) as no ; 
thereof be mixed with our other treasure, 
kept apart by itself to be wholly convertec 
that use to which it is given and intended." 1 
the object for which this levy was destined, 
not, as was pretended, the Plantation of Uh 
but to furnish means for the profligate extn 
gance of James and his favourite Rochester, 
clear from the statement of Hume, that it 
the duty of ^' Suffolk, a man of slender capa* 
(who had succeeded Cecil,) to supply from 
exhausted treasury, the profusion of James 
his young favourite. The title of Baronet, 
vented by Salisbury, was sold; and two hum 
patents of tiiat species oH kiv\^\v\JDLW>d, were 
posed of for so many Uioussiu^ ^oxwv^^r * 

* Janws the First was xexy \vim\TwoT^\. 
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pad says, that this device for providing money, 
ras the invention of Sir Anthony Shirley, for 
rhich the Earl of Salisbury promised him a 
arge recompense ** which he never had."* How- 
ver this may have been, the baronetage was 
reated and was sold ; it was to descend to heirs 
lale and to be confined to 200 gentlemen of 
liree descents, (a promise scandalously broken, 
)r in a few reigns there had been created over a 
[lousand of them), and possessing at least £1000 
jear. The patent was priced at £1,095, the 
stimated charge of thirty soldiers during three 
ears, and purchasers were found ; not so abun- 
ant, however, as the King wished, or his neces- 
Lties required. In six years ninety-three patents 
vere sold. "It is unnecessary," Dr. Lingard 
ays, " to add that the money never found its 
way to Ireland." 

The order of Irish baronetcy, was instituted 
on the 13th September, 1619- It is now conso- 
lidated with the baronetcy of England and the 
Scotch baronetage of the Plantation of Nova 
Scotia. 



charmed/' says Hume, '<to hear of the amours of his 
conrt, and listened with attention to every tale of gal- 
lantry." — Hist. ofEnglandy vol. 6, p. 67, Edinburgh ed. 
1806. He superintended the adulterous pleasures of 
Rochester and the profligate Countess of Essex, and was 
the worthless centre of aU the scandals of his wretched 
court. 

♦ Lingard, vol. 9, p. 149, quoting Sir Thomas Shirley 
in Dalrymyle, p. 69. 
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CHAPTER VnL 

The Parliaments of 1613, 1614, 1615^The battk fc 
Speakership — Attainder of the Traitors. 
A.D. 1613, 14, 15. 

In* the beginning of the year 1613, there wer 
two great parties in Ireland — one which adhere 
to the Government, attached to it by sympath 
of religion, by the enjoyment of offices, or th 
expectation of favours; the other, the Rect 
sants,* or, in other words, the Roman CathoU 
nobility, whether of English or Irish desceb 
and the native people of the country. The reli 
tive strength of these two parties was now to I 
1 ried in a parliamentary contest as singular t 
any which has ever occurred. Chichester ha 
two objects in summoning a parliament — ^to e^i 
blish an English ascendancy, and to attaint tt 
Earls. Twenty-seven years had passed awa; 
and no such assembly had sat in Ireland, whe 
it was thought politic to obtain a sanction to tl 
Plantation by this attaint. It is remarkable thf 
all the fruits of forfeiture had ali*eady been ec 
joyed. The estates of Tyrowen, Tyiconoel 
O'Cahan, O'Dogherty, and Maguire bad beei 
seized upon and divided, and the tribes of Undei 

* Hecusants were those refusing to attend chm;^ 

worship, or to take the oat\i%— m ^t^, Catholic9»^.f 

mere Irish. . • » • 
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kers and Servitors had been located in the 
incipalities of the Irish chiefs. It appeared 

if the conscience of the King needed a further 
notion. 

But, apart from all other considerations, Sir 
rthur Chichester was determined to establish a 
irmanent English ascendancy in the Irish 
irliament;* and he pledged himself to his mas- 
r, provided that he was indulged in making 
le previous arrangements, that in spite of num^ 
jrs, property, and influence in the country, he 
ould securely establish that ascendancy in tlie 
rish Houses of Lords and Commons.! " So 
irly," says Plowden, " was the doctrine of ma- 
aging parliaments brought to practical efH- 
iency.J 

It was decided that the Parliament should be 
eld on the 18th of May, 1613. Summonses 
^ere issued, and the elections took place. But 
)hkhester had previously adopted efficient steps 
> procure for lumself a great majority; for, at 
is suggestion, James had created a set of bo 
3ughs — " potwalloping boroughs" — ^to the num 
er of forty, which were represented in Fai^iia 
lent by " captains, lieutenants, and commander 

• Plowden (vol. 1, p. 227, Andrews* London ed., 
S31) calls it Protestant Ascendancy, but it wasProtes* 
int only because English and Protestant interests looked 
!ie same way. 

t Ibid, vol. 2, p. 228. Plowden does not give his 

uthority, which is unpardonable in a historian, but a 

;udy of the original documents gjNcaVci^3Qfc\ife^sks^s8»^ 

'Jbemica CuriosA convinces me iJaaXV^Na^'i^'^^^ 
ews. 

f Ibid. 
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of soldiers, which did daily oppress this p 
country; many clerks, attorneys, and officers 
courts and places, who with excessive fees c< 
tinually extorted upon the subjects; divers s 
vants to great men, and others that made tb 
benefit by following of intrusions and conce 
ments,* to the great impoverishment of anci 
gentlemen and freeholders "f 

The elections presented a lively scene of cc 
motion and outrage. The Recusants were stro 
and not wanting in vigour and energy to supp 
their own views. They were strong, because 
the addiction of the people, both noble t 
.ignoble, patrician and plebeian, to Romanisi 
who would not vote for any but an avowed I 
cusant, '*by means whereof many hollow-hear 
persons were produced for knights of the A 
and burgesses of Parliament'' § And they w 

* Concealments occurred thus : — << In the confiisio] 
all former times, lands had necessarily been coneet 
and detained from the Crown. Adventorers were 
eouraged by the numerous donations of estates, and 
ease with which affluent fortunes were obtained In 
land; they ransacked old records, they detected s 
concealments, were countenanced by the State, dip 
sessed old inhabitants, or obliged them to compound 
their intrusion,** — JLeland, vol. 2, p. 439. 

{Hibemica Desiderata Curiosa, vol. 1, p. 220. 
This is the first instance I have met with of an 
thet now usually adopted by underbred^ bigotry and 
^]ied to Roman Catholics. — Des, Hib.'Cur., vol. 1 

§ Ibid, p. 156. An iivteT«rtiHi\^ «jwicaxi\.Sa» ^y^u d 
election of Dublin TepTescnXa^^e^ \xi>2K^>aQs3i., 
article IB called ** Chromc\e» oi \x<^wi^:' 
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energetic, because their cause was the cause of 
Eteligion and Toleration. 

The Catholic lords of the Pale were justly 
darmed at the calling of this Parliament, anti- 
cipating its designs, and they addressed several 
^xpostulatorj letters to James^ the first of which 
sears date the 25th November, 1612. This 
letter, though flattering enough — ^presented, in- 
ieed, ^^ upon the bended knees of our loyal 
hearts," a strange Catholic metaphor — gave great 
ofTence to James, unaccustomed to hear in Eng- 
land the words of truth and justice, and which 
he answered with becoming ire of royalty. 
Winter wore away in fruitless negotiations, and 
the 18th of May, 1613, broke upon a singular 
and eventful struggle. 

On that day, the Lord Deputy, with the peers 
of the realin, and the nobles and clergy, both 
bishops and archbishops, (but with no Recu- 
nnt peer, noble, or bishop), ^' attired in scarlet 
robes very sumptuously, with sound of trumpet, 
the Lord Barry and the Lord Buttevant bearing 
the Sword of State, and the Earl of Thomond 
bearing the Cap of Maintenance, and after all 
these the Lord Deputy, riding upon a most 
stately horse, very richly trapped, himself attired 
fai a very rich and stately robe of purple velvet, 
which the King's Majesty had sent him, having 
his train borne up by eight gentlemen of worth,"* 
did ride from the Castle of Dublin to the Cathe- 
dral Church of St. Patrick, to hear divine ser- 
f ice, and a sound orthodox sermon preached by 

• Des. Hib. Cut., vo\. V, ^, \^.. 
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the Reverend Father in God, Christopher Hi 
ton, Archbishop of Armagh and Primal 
Irehmd. When this pious employment was 
they returned in equal state to the Castle, tc 
thej ascended to the High House of Parliam 
and the Lord Deputy, attired very sumptu< 
as before, sat down in his chair of state. Wi 
upon the Lord Chancellor made a grave 
worthy speech, and amongst other things dec! 
his Majesty's pleasure concerning Sir John 
vies, his Majesty's Attorney- General, and 
he was pleased that he should be the Speak 
the Lower Parliament House, and how 
Majesty had by his gracious letter recomme 
the said Sir John to the Lord Deputy, and 
whole state of the Parliament House, wis 
them to accept of him for that purpose, — a 
doubtful proceeding on the part of Jame 
appearing to be a privilege of the Parliamei 
elect their own Speaker, the assent of the Ci 
being a mere formula-f 

On the next day the House proceeded to • 
a Speaker. The Recusants entered Di 
in state, with armed servants, and all the ap] 

* This Parliament sat in the Castle. 
' t A constitutional precedent to that effect waf 
tainly established later, in the reign of Charles U. 
Parliament of 1679. Meres was named by the C 
but Seymour was elected by the Commons. The 
refused to receive the latter, but the House persis 
their choice. A compTOTmae occurred, and the 1 
digmty was saved, by the e\%c^oTioi^\jKad.i3axty 
the point was consideTed «a %fc\X\^.— WxigTw^i 
history of Tarty, vol. \, TJ. «»•, BuTueit, PorVa 
'^ts/ory. 
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lAce of triumph. But the election for Speaker 
proved that thej had mistaken their numbers. 
Sir John Davies was introduced to take his 
place, but was objected to by the Recusants* 
After much uproar, scarcely to be matched even 
in modern assemblies, an election took place, and 
a division was had, the Catholic party proposing 
Sir John Everard, who had lost his place as 
Ohief Justice because he would not take the 
necessary oaths, whereupon, according to the 
custom of the Irish House, one party (and that 
was the Government men) went out into an ad- 
joining room to be numbered, when the Recu- 
sants put Sir John Everard into the chair. The 
Government party, when they came back, seeing 
that though they had a majority they were thus 
outwitted, set Sir John Davies on Everard's lap, 
and then forcibly pulled the latter down, tore his 
garments, and bruised his body.* The numbers 
in the division for Speakership were, the House 

* This is the statement of the Recusant party, (Des. 
Hib. Cur., vol. 1, p. 223,) and must, of course, betaken 
with allowances. A scene equally turbulent took place 
a little later in the English House, when Denzel, Holies, 
and other honourable members, seized Speaker Finch, 

and held him by main force in the chair Carlyle*s 

Speeches and Letters of Cromwell, vol. 1, p. 98. The 
Ghovernment party in the Irish house were emboldened to 
this strong act by the presence of a band of soldiers, com- 
pletely armed, with lighted matches in their hands, who 
were placed for purposes of terrorism at the entrance of 
the Parliament rooms Curry*s Civil Wars, p. 79. Si- 
milar scenes of brutal and overbearing despotism occur- 
red at the time of the Union. In^e^^, ^^fc ^^ys2Ki5v% ^"^^ 
house, fcfie corruption, and tYve mtVsni'^«Xlvc»xv^\^^ 
occasions, have a strong fam\y ^Vec&^'ft^ 
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being composed of 232 members — 127 Govern- 
ment members for Sir John Davies; 97 Recusant 
members for Sir John Everard; six members 
were absent; and the two candidates made up 
the number 232. 

The Recusant lords and gentlemen did not 
cease importuning the Crown, and they were at 
length ordered over to London, to state their 
case to his Majesty in person. The names of 
those who went were Jenico Preston, Lord Gror- 
manstown; James Lord Dunboyne; Sir Chris- 
topher Plunket; Sir James Grough; William 
Talbot, and Edward Fitzharris. To anticipate 
any effect these statements might have, though 
it was not probable they would have produced 
any on the biassed mind of James, Chichester 
dispatched three avant- couriers to England^ 
namely, Sir Oliver St. John, Sir John Denham^ 
and the Earl of Thomond, with full anticipatory 
instructions. These are the instruetiottSy with 
the profanest closing that the insolent spirit of 
vulgar Puritanism could devise :-— 

** A part of the Instructions sent to the Earl ofTTiomond, 
Sir John Denam, and Sir Oliver St, Jonn, in JEng^ 
land, Gth Junii, 1613. 

** Whereas they say, that such as were returned to their 
party were without exception, you may shew the eon- 
trary by shewing how many of them were heads of re- 
bellion in the last wars, how some of them can speak no 
English, how they were aU elected by a general combi- 
naUon and practice of Jesuits and priests, who Ghai*ged 
all the people, upon pain oi excommunication, not to 
elect any of the king's reUgvoiv. 
" To acquaint the lorda oi tVie ewjcaa^m^ wasK^'i. 
of the recusant lords and commomxiOTT ^«J^^^'^>^^ 
/« conference had with Tyrotve aTv^\ix^\^^^^^^S^^^^»5K.^^ 
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the late rebellion, when they thought to carry the king- 
dom from the crown of England, he and the rest of the 
ancient Irish did solemnly declare and publish, that no 
person of what quality or degree soever, being descended 
of Irish race, birth or blood, though they came in with 
the conquest, and were since degenerated and become 
Irish by alteration of name and customs, should inherit 
or possess a foot of land within the kingdom, for that 
they had of the ancient Irish that could pretend justly 
to every foot of land which they possessed, who should 
enjoy the same. And when it was demanded of them by 
some degenerate English, and others of good simames, 
who did join and partake with them in that rebellion, 
what should become of them and their houses and fami- 
lief, they said, that those of the rebellion should be slain ; 
the rest, if they would stay in the land, should be enter- 
tained for their bonaughts, or to labour, and if they 
liked not thereof they might depart the kingdom. 

** This discourse notwithstanding they can be content 
to admit into the house of parliament to make laws, some 
of the principal actors in that rebellion, and are offended, 
that they cannot expulse the king's honest subjects to 
draw in more of that wicked crew, as namely are elected 
and returned, Sir Bryan Mc Mahon, who is married to 
Tyron's daughter, Sir Tibot ne Long, alias Bourke, 
Fhelim Mc Tiege Byrne, Dermot Mc Cartie, alias Mc Do- 
nogh, Donnel O Sidlivan, Bryan Mc Donogh, supposed 
by the recusants duly elected ; and that they would fain 
draw into the house Sir Tirlagh M*Henry O'Neal, half 
brother to Tyrone, Sir Arthur M'Genis, who is married 
to Tyrone's daughter, Henry M*Shane O'Neal, Tirlagh 
M'Art O'Neal, Connor Boe Maguire, Sir John M'Cough- 
Ian, CaUogh O'Moloy, Capt. Richard Tyrrell, and others 
of that crew. For they would have Barabbas, and exclude 
Jesus.** 

James himself deliyered his final answer 

(having previously sent William Talbot and 

Thomas Luttrel^ two other lecxaA^xA. \Bk^v!sw83c\s^^ 

to the Tower and Fleet, aa a <ioxiANSiS«^ x^^c^ n*^ 

tbeir Arguments) on the \1\kL k^T^\^\^A^'^'' 
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Cooncil Chamber of Whitehall, whither the 
Becusanta had been smnmoned. He said, that 
their first letter was foil of pride and arrogance, 
wanting moch of the respects that snbjeets owe 
their soTereign (thoogh it was presented ** <m the 
bended knees of their most lojal hearts"); and 
he goes on to saj : — '* Of foorteen returns where- 
of joa complained, but two hare been proved 
false ; and in the goyemment nothing hatii been 
proved faoltj, except 70a would have the king- 
dom of Ireland like the kingdom of Heaven. 
But commonly offenders are most bold to make 
offers of innocencj, for this being in passion, 
began in heat, and continue in heat; but when 
thej see themselves in the glass of their own 
vanitj, they find their error: and this I have 
found by my own experience in Scotland, and 
since my coming hither." 

And again he says : ** The parliament being 
sat, you went on with greater contempt. There 
were in the lower bouse two bodies, and but one 
head ; and whereas you should have made an 
humblo and dutiful answer to the commendation 
which I made of a speaker, you, the recusant 
party being the fewer, when the greater number 
went out to be numbered, shut the door, and 
thrust one into the chair as a speaker. After 
this the recusants of both houses departed from 
the parliament ; the like was never heard of in 
France, Spain, or any kingdom in Christendom." 
The next portion of \i\a T^i^ly is celebrated; 
'But you complain of t\ieive^\>otQivsL^^^^«s«aiI 
^ould fain feel your pulae^f ot ^e\.\^TA Ti^\»^\sK«. 
^Ae shoe wrings. For &tat, ^tiei o^^^Skoii. -siB 
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power of the king^ whether he may lawfully mako 
them : and then you question the wisdom of the 
king and his council, in that you say there are 
too many made. It was never before heard, that 
imy good subjects did dispute the king's power 
in this point. What is it to you whether I make 
many or few boroughs ? My council may consider 
the fitness, if I require it. But what if I had 
created forty noblemen, and four hundred bo- 
roughs? The more the merrier, the fewer the bet- 
ter cheer." And his conclusion, short, peremptory, 
and despotic, was : — ^^ To conclude, my sentence 
is, that in the matter of parliament, you have car- 
ried yourselves tumultuously and undutifully^ 
and that your proceedings have been rude, disi* 
orderly, and inexcusable, and worthy of severe 
punishment, which by reason of your submission, 
I do forbear, but not permit, 'till I see your 
dutiful carriage in this parliament, where, by 
your obedience to the Deputy, and state, and 
your future good behaviour, you may redeem 
your past miscarriage, and then may deserve not 
only pardon, but favour and cherishing." 

The result of the controversy for Speaker was, 
that the Becusant party, setting a precedent that 
has often been unhappily followed in Ireland,* 
for a while seceded from the sittings of the house, 
and left every thing to the Ascendancy party, 
thus permitting the captains, lieutenants, and 
commanders of soldiers to have theirown way with 
the liberties of the people and the estates of the 
Northern Chiefs. 

* By Grattan and Cuxtui, &(^.^ ^. 
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Ahtt rnanj proloogstioiu^ the Fiiriiameiit 
ipun usembled in 1615. The two hooses 
joined in paasing an act far recognizing the 
King's title to the crown. ^Wherein,'' aajs 
I^hind, ^ tliey gave ample testimon j of the ex- 
etUence of his goremment and tender coDcem 
for his people of Ireland f an nnqnestionable tes- 
iimonjy even althoagh the Becnsants who had le- 
iomed to Paiiiament this session concurred in it 
most willingly. This tender concern was mani- 
fested by ** reducing them to (nrder, bj settling 
them in peace, by confirming their possessions^ 
by various acts of favour, and particularly by the 
civil Plantation of the escheated lands of Ul- 
ster/'^ Truly these Catholic Recusants were 
strange patriots — ^patriots of the Pale, as such 
always are — selfish, mean, and sycophant. 

The old statutes against the natives of Irish 
blood — now that they were well plundered and 
subdued, no longer considered as enemies or meer 
Irish — were repealed, as were also those barba- 
rous laws which forbade them commerce, inter- 
marriage, and fosterage, and calling over Scots and 
marrying with them — ^all swept away by this gra- 
cious Parliament. Subsidies granted to James, 
who much wanted them ; petitions presented for 
a relaxation of the Penal Codes of Elizabeth, 
but cuutiouHly answered, and, as the historian of 
a future period will tell, by no means granted. 
Tho very reign of Peace was begun on earth ; 
u/ul to crown all — to CT07?xi v\i^ c.\vil Plantation, 
iha dearest wish o£ C\iic\v^^\fcT^ wA xScifcTg^^Wai^ 

* Inland, No\.^,V«^^^ 
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perfidy of the Recusant party of the Pale — Sir 
J'ohn Everard, the discharged Chief Justice, the 
miserable stipendiary of his oppressors, brought 
in the Bill of Attainder of Cahir 0*Dogherty, 
Hugh O'Neill, and Roderick O'Donnell. 

This Bill of Attainder was passed unani- 
mously ; yet the Commons' journals tell us " that 
doubts arose in some scrupulous consciences (as 
well they might) that Tyrowen was oppressed ; 
that he complained and was not redressed, and 
was therefore obliged to fly out ;" which doubts 
were answered by the pithy moral — " that for re- 
ligion and justice no man ought to rise against 
the Prince ; and that the law of resisting force 
by force took place only where there was a pa- 
rity, not otherwise ;"* which good reason, though 
they might not have understood, did entirely con- 
Tince them. And so the Bill passed. 

But what matters this wretched Bill to that 
Princely heart? Languidly it beats near the 
^ave Italian hands must smoothen o'er the last 
chieftain of Tyrowen. In darkened peace it 
awaits the shadow of Death, which now cometh 
quickly on.f 

Thus was formally authenticated the Planta- 
tion of Ulster, and thus consummated the most 
abandoned scheme of national ruin and confisca- 
tion that ever was devised by avaricious iniquity, 
and perpetrated by triumphant fraud. Its fruits, 
many and bitter, took not long in ripening ; the 

* " Commons* Journals^' vo\. \, io\. \^. 
/ Hugh O'NeUl died ** with dotVLexiSi^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^'^^ 
at Home, a.d. 1616. 
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elements of deadly discord were matched too 
well, and were too contiguous not to produce the 
fatalest effects ; and the terrible bat natural pro- 
geny of the pacification of Munster, and the 
settlement of James was the great Rebellion of 
1641.^ 



* It is usually called by English writers — ^from Milton 
to Carlyle, two men of great genius, but very indifferent 
authority on Irish affairs — a Popish Massacre. The lat- 
ter, who records in gorgeous language the murders of 
Cromwell as the results of a certain vague, divine and 
amiable instinct, and by no means calls them by their 
proper name, takes this massacre for granted as a Po^h 
outrising and enormity. It was not so. It was a war 
by a nation of injured men against robbers who had 
driven them from the inheritance of their fathers, and 
usurped their places. So far it was a just war, for Wrong 
can never be made Eight by any form of words or acts 
of Parliament; but it became a massacre only when mu- 
tual acts of cruelty provoked the two fiercest passions of 
man, love of property and religious fanaticism. To 
which of the two parties can be attributed .the first acts 
of murder, it is difficult to decide ; but when I remember 
the conduct of the English in Ireland, and of those whom 
they settled here, their inordinate and savage cruelty, 
their habitual disregard of life and all its ties, tiieir mur- 
ders, their burnings, their infanticides and woman kill- 
ings, I fully and entirely believe that it was by them 
first that war was turned into a butchery. 
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This Proclamation is extant among the MSS. of the 
Xiambeth Library, M. No. 617> p. 96, whence Leland 
copied it : — 

BY THE KING. 

A FBOCLAMATION TOUCHING THE EARLE8 OF TTROWEN 

AND TYRCONNEL. 

Seeing it is common and natural in all persons of what 
condition soever, to speak and judge variably of all new 
and sudden accidents ; and that the flights of the Earles 
of l^rowen and Tyrconnel, with some others of their 
fellowes out of the north parts of our realme of Ireland, 
may haply prove a subject of like discourse : We have 
thought it not amiss to deliver some such matter in 
publique, as may better deare men's judgements con- 
cerning the same ; not in respect of any worth or value 
in these men's persons, being base and rude in their ori- 
ginall, but to take away all such inconveniences as may 
blemish the reputation of that friendship, which ought 
to be mutually observed betweene us and other princes, 
^or although it is not unlikely that the report of their 
titles and dignities may draw from princes and states 
some such courtesies at their first coming abroad, as are 
incident to men of extraordinary rancke and qualitie : 
yet, when wee have taken the best meanes wee can to 
lay them open in every conditioii, "w^ ^■8J^>C!qr».^si:^rr3^ 
from our friends and neigliboui^ al\ wiOft. yw^^ «sSi.xss5^^ 
proceedings as stand with the r\i\Rft ol Y^yasst wi^Sx^s^^' 
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•hip, and from oar subjects, at home and abroad » tiiai 
duety and obedience (in their carnage toward them) 
which they owe to us by inseparable bonds and obliga- 
tions of nature and loyaltie, whereof wee intend to take 
streight accompt. For which purpose, wee do hereby 
first declare, that these persons aborementioned had not 
their creations or possessions in regard of any lineall or 
lawfull descent from ancestors of blood or rertue ; but 
were onely preferred by the late queene our sister of 
famous memory, and by ourselves, for some reasons of 
state before others, who for their qualitie and birth 
(in those provinces where they dwell) might better have 
challenged those honours wliich were conferred upon 
them. Secondly, wee doe profess, that it is both knowen 
to us and our counsell here, and to our deputie and state 
there, and so shall it appeare to the world (as cleare as 
the simne) by evident proofes, that the onely ground 
and motive of this high contempt in these men's depar- 
ture, hath been the private knowledge and inward ter- 
rour of their owne guiltinesse: whereof, because wee 
heare that they doe seeke to take away the blot and 
infamie, by divulging that they have withdrawen tiiem- 
selves for matter of religion (a cloake that serves too 
much in these dayes to cover many evill intentions) r 
adding also thereunto, some other vaine pretexts of 
receiving injustice, when their rights and claims have 
come in question betweene them and us, or any of our 
subjects and them, wee think it not impertinent to say 
somewhat thereof. 

And therefore, although wee judge it needlesse to 
seeke for many arguments to confirm whatsoever shall 
be said of these men's corruption and falsehood — (whose 
hainous offences remaine so fresh in memorle, since they 
declared themselves so very monsters in nature, as they 
did not only withdraw themselves from their persontdl 
obedience to their soveraigne> but were content to sell 
over their native co\mtTey, to those that stood at that 
time in the highest texm^ oi \iQ%\JX\VSa mth the two 
crownes of England and IxeVaxv^^— ^^"^^ \o\fisiR&\iw^^&^ 
^iirditie and ingratitude ot t\ve ^^^^^^t'^^t^J'^^^^ 
tioned, ao much the more c\e^^ ^« t^^^w^^ 
Judgment, wee doc hereb;/ \)toi^^e, v^ v\.^ ^^^^^'^ ^ 
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kinge, that there never was so much as any shadows of 
molestation, nor purpose of proceeding in anj degree 
against them for matter concerning religion. Such heing 
their condition and profession, to thinke murder no 
fault, marriage of no use, nor any man worthy to be 
esteemed valiant that did not glorie in rapine and op- 
pression ; as we should have thought it an unreasonable 
thing to trouble them for any different point in religion, 
before any man could perceive by their conversation that 
they made truely conscience of any religion. So do wee also, 
for the second part of their excuse, affirme that (notwith- 
standing all that they can claime, must be acknowledged 
to proceed from meere grace upon their submission after 
their great and unnatural treasons) there hath never 
come any question concerning their rights or possessions, 
wherein wee have not bene more inclinable to doe them 
favour than to any of their competitours, except in those 
cases wherein wee have plainly discerned that their 
onely end was to have made themselves by degrees more 
able, than now they are, to resist all lawfull authoritie 
(when they should retume to their vomit againe) by 
usurping a power over other good subjects of ours, that 
dwell among them, better borne than they, and utterly 
disclaiming from any dependancie upon them. 

Having now delivered thus much concerning these 
men's estates and their proceedings, wee will onely end 
with this conclusion, that they shid not be able to denie, 
whensoever they should dare to present themselves be- 
fore the seate of justice, that they have (before the 
running out of our kingdom) not onely entered into 
combination for stirring sedition and intestine rebellion, 
but have directed divers instruments, as well priestes as 
others, to make offers to foreine states and princes (if 
they had bene as ready to receive them) of their readi- 
nesse and resolution to adhere to them whensoever they 
should seeke to invade that kingdome. Wherein, 
amongst other things, this is not to be forgotten, that 
under the condition of being made free from English 
^yernment, they resolved also to com^^reheud the uttec 
extirpation of all those subjects t\\a\,ax^TLa^N^T^sa5a:yKaa% 
alive within that kingdome, ioimetVj ^^MwesA^^ ^sssvsw 
the English race. In which pTatt,\ce& mA ^jt^-^^^^asso^. 
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fdilowed and fomented by priestes and Jesnites (of i 
function in these times the practise and penwasii 
•alijects to rebeU against their soveraignes, is one s] 
and essential part and portion), as they hare fom 
•och inconragement as they expected and have bo 
of; so wee doe assure ourselves, that when this dec 
tion shall be scene and duely weighed with all due 
cnmstances, it will bee of force sufficient to dispersi 
to discredit all such untrueths, as tiiese contem] 
creatures, so full of infidelity and ingratitude, 
disgorge against us, and our just and moderate pro 
ing ; and shall procure unto them no better usage 
they would wish should be afforded to any such | 
of rebels, borne their subjects, and bound unto th( 
80 many and so great obligations. 



Giren st onr palace of Westminster, tiie fifteenth day of Nov* 
In the flfCb yeere of oar reigne of Great Britain, Franc 
Ireland. 



GOD SAVE THE KING. 
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APPENDIX II. 

LBTT£R OF DONALD o'nEILL, KINO OF ULSTER, TO 
JOHN, SOVEREIGN PONTIFF, WRITTEN ABOUT 1329. 

To OUT Most Holy Father, John, by the grace of God, 
sovereign pontiff, we, his faithful children in Christ 
Jesus, Donald O'Neill, king of Ulster, and lawful heir 
to the throne of Ireland ; the nobles and great men, 
with all the people of this kingdom, recommend and 
humbly cast ourselves at his feet, &c. 
• The calumnies and false representations which have 
been heaped upon us by the English are too well known 
throughout the world, not to have reached the ears of 
your Holiness. We are persuaded, most Holy Father, 
that your intentions are most pure and upright; but 
from not knowing the Irish except through the misre- 
presentation of their enemies, your holiness might be 
induced to look upon as truths those falsehoods which 
have been circulated, and to form an opinion contrary 
to what we merit, which would be to us a great misfor- 
tune. It is, therefore, to save our country against such 
imputations, that we have come to the resolution of 
giving to your Holiness, in this letter, a faithful de- 
scription, and a true and precise idea of the real state at 
present of our monarchy, if this term can be still applied 
to the sad remains of a kingdom which has groaned so 
long beneath the tyranny of the kings of England, and 
that of their ministers and barons, some of whom, though 
bom in our island, continue to exercise over us Ihe same 
extortions, rapine, and cruelties as their ancestors before 
them have committed. We shall advance nothing but 
the truth, and we humbly hope that, attentive to its 
voice, your Holiness wiU not delay to ex.^reaa your dia- 
approbatioa against the autYiora o^ >[5!aswfc ^y«ev^ «sSw 
outrages which shall be revealed. T)aa ^aciXflaJcnVa.^'^?^^ 
we live was uninhabited until tlie \^«^ wa* oJl^'^'^iKS^^ 
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prince, named Milesius, according to others Mi 
landed in it with a fleet of thirty ships. Thej 
here from Cantabria, a city on the Ebro, from 
river they called the country to which Pro^ 
fiToided them, Ibemia, where they founded a mo: 
that embraced the entire of the island. Their d< 
ants, who never sullied the purity of their bloc 
foreign alliance, have furnished one hundred and 
kings, who, during the space of three thousai 
hundred years and upwards, have successively fil 
throne of Ireland till the time of King Legarius 
whom he, who has the honour of afilrming these f 
4escended in a direct line. It was under the r 
this prince, in the year 435, that our patron an< 
apostle, St Patrick, was sent to us by Pope Cele 
one of your predecessors ; and since the conver 
the kingdom through the preaching of that grea' 
we have had, till 1170, an iminterrupted succet 
sixty-one kings, descended from the purest blood 
lesius, who, well instructed in the duties of their n 
and faithfid to their Gk)d, have proved themselves 
of their people, and have shown by their conduc 
although they depended in a spiritual light u] 
holy apostolical see of Borne, they never acknom 
any temporal master upon earth. It is to those Ai 
princes, and not to the English or any other fore 
that the church of Ireland is indebted for those 
possessions, and high privileges, with which the 
liberality of our monarchs enriched it, and of wl 
has been almost stripped, through the sacrilegiouf 
dity of the English. During the course of so mai 
turies, our sovereigns, jealous of their indeper 
preserved it unimpaired. Attacked more^ than o 
foreign powers, they were never wanting in eith* 
rage or strength to repel the invaders, and secur 
inheritance from insult. But that which they € 
against force, they failed to accomplish in oppoei 
the will of the sovereign pontin. His holinesi 
Adrian, to whose other great qualities we beai 
mony, was by birth an Englishman, but still n 
heart and disposition. The naWoTisl -v^ieiudices ] 
early imbibed, blinded Iudql to su(i\i «. ^^«KSfc >(Jm 
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ttost falde and unjust statement, be determined to trans* 
fer the sovereignty of our country to Henry, king of 
England, under whom, and perhaps by whom, St. Tho- 
teas of Canterbury had been murdered for his zeal in 
defending the interests of the church. Instead of punish- 
ing this prince as his crime merited, and depriving him 
«f his own territories, the complaisant pontiff has torn 
onrs from us to gratify his countryman, Henry II. : and, 
without pretext or offence on our part, or any apparent 
motive on his own, has stripped us by the most flagrant 
injustice of the rights of our crown, and left us a prey 
to men, or rather to monsters, who are unparalleled in 
cruelty. More cunning than foxes, and more ravenous 
^an wolves, they surprise and devour us ; and if some- 
times we escape thei^ fury, it is only to drag on, in the 
most disgraceful slavery, the wretched remains of a life 
more intolerable to us than death itself. When, in 
virtue of the donation which has been mentioned, the 
English appeared for the first time in this country, they 
exhibited every mark of zeal and piety ; and excelling 
as they did in every species of hypocrisy, they neglected 
nothing to supplant and undermine us imperceptibly. 
Emboldened from their first successes, they soon re- 
moved the mask; and without any right but that of 
jwwer, they obliged us, by open force, to give up to 
them our houses and our lands, and to seek shelter, 
like wild beasts, upon the mountains, in woods, marshes, 
nad caves. Even there, we have not been secure against 
their fury ; they even envy us those dreary and terrible 
Abodes; they are incessant and unremitting in their 
pursuits after us, endeavouring to chase us from among 
them ; they lay claim to every place in which they can 
discover us, with unwarranted audacity and injustice ; 
they allege that the whole kingdom belongs to them of 
right, and that an IrishmaU has no longer a right to 
remain in own his country. From these causes arise the 
implacable hatred and dreadful animosity of the English 
and the Irish, towards each other ; that continued hos- 
tUity^ those bloody retaliations >iild VtMOvrcact^JcJ^'i xosMsa- 
?re3, in which, from the invasion oi t\ie1£itv^^'vft'0c^^ 
'resent time, more than fifty tViousaM \iN^^ \vaM^ \sfeRSv 
>st on both Bides, besides those wlvoYvaNe i«X!L^xv VviSlvcoa. 
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to hunger, to despur, and to the rigours of captiyit} 
Hence also spring all the pillaging, robhery, treacher} 
treason and other disorders which it is impossible for i 
to aUay in the state of anarchy under which at presei 
we liye ; an anarchy fatal not only to the state, but like 
wise to the church of Ireland, whose members are non 
more than ever, exposed to the danger of losing tfa 
blessings of eternity, after being first deprived of thos 
of this world. Behold, 'most holy father, a brief d( 
scription of all that has reference to our origin, and tli 
miserable condition to which your predecessor hi 
brought us. We shall now inform your holiness of tl 
manner in which we have been treated by the kings < 
England. The permission of entering ibis kingdon 
was granted by the holy see to Henry II. and his su< 
cessors, only on certain conditions, which were clearl 
expressed in the bull which was g^ven them. Accorc 
ing to the tenor of it, Henry engaged to increase tfa 
church revenues in Ireland; to maintain it in all ii 
rights and privileges ; to labour by enacting good lawi 
in reforming the morals of the people, eradicating vio 
and encouraging virtue ; and finally, to pay to the snt 
cessors of St. Peter an annual tribute of one penny f( 
each house. Such were the conditions of ^e bull. Bi 
the kings of England and their perfidious ministers, i 
fBLT from observing them, hove imiformly contrived 1 
violate them in every way, and to act in direct oppos 
tion to them. First, as to the church lands, insteul < 
extending their boundaries, they have contracted, cu 
tailed, and invaded them so generally and to such a d< 
gree, that some of our cathedrals have been deprive( 
by open force, of more than one-half of their revenue 
The persons of the clergy have been as little respected i 
their property. On every side we behold bishops ai 
prelates summoned, arrested, and imprisoned by tJ 
commissioners of the king of England ; and so great 
the oppreBsion exercised over them, that they dare n> 
ffive information of it to yoxa \iQ\iTkSR&. However, j 
tiwjr are so dastardly aa to coaeeaSi \^<»x TKss&st>3Qc& 
And those of the church, tV^e^y ^o xtfiX. m«cv\» X^iax 
should apeak in their \)e\Md$. T^.™^^^ 
tuarkable for their candour wti^ ^vav^\iKiVj \ \^ 
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English have undertaken to refonn us» and have 
been unfortunately but too successful. Instead of 
being, like our ancestors, simple and candid, we 
haye^become, through our intercourse with the Eng- 
Hah, '^ and the contagion of their example, artful and 
designing as themselves. Our laws were written, and 
formed a body of right, according to which our country 
was governed. However, with the exception of one 
alone, which they could not wrest from us, they have 
deprived us of those salutary laws, and have given us 
instead a code of their own making. Great God ! such 
laws ! If inhumanity and injustice were leagued toge- 
ther, none could have been devised more deadly and 
fatal to the Irish. The following will give your holiness 
some idea of their new code. They are the fundamental 
rules of English jurisdiction established in this kingdom: 

1st — Every man who is not Irish, may, for any kind 
of crime, go to law with any Irishman, whilst neither 
layman nor ecclesiastic, who is Irish, (prelates excepted,) 
can, under any cause or provocation, resort to any legal 
measures against his English opponent. 

2d — If an Englishman kill an Irishman perfidiously 
and falsely, as frequently occurs, of whatsoever irank or 
condition the Irishman may be, noble or plebeian, inno- 
cent or guilty, clergyman or layman, secular or regular, 
were he even a bishop, the crime is not punishable be- 
fore our English tribunal; but on the contrary, the more 
the sufferer has been distinguished among his country- 
men, either for his virtue or his rank, the more the 
assassin is extolled and rewarded by the English, and 
that not only by the vulgar, but by the monks, bishops, 
and what is more incredible, by the very magistrates, 
whose duty it is to punish and repress crime. 

2d — If any Irishwoman whosoever, whether noble or 
plebeian, marry an Englishman, on the death of her 
husband she becomes deprived, from her being Irish, of 
a third of the property and possessions which he owned. 

4th — ^If an Irishman fall beneath the blows of an 
Englishman, the latter can prevent the vancLuished from 
naking any testamentary depositioii, axvA. xaai^ >S!&ss^^fc 
ike posaesaion of all his wea\t\i. N^\i«A, c»xl \ifc \asstft. 
V'uBtWable than a law whicli deptW^ft >i)cva ^nw^Scl^v 
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its rights, and reduces men, who had been free from 
time immemorial, to the rank of slaves ? 

5th — The same tribunal, with the co-operation and 
conniyance of some English bishops, at which the arch- 
bishop of Armagh presided, a man who was but 4ittle 
esteemed for his conduct, and still less for his learning, 
made the following regulations at Kilkenny, which are 
not less absurd in their import than in their form. The 
court, say they, after deliberating together, prohibits all 
religious communities, in that part of Ireland of which 
the £ngUsh are in peaceful possession, to admit any into 
them but a native of England, under a penalty of being 
treated by the king of Engkuid, as having contemned 
his orders, and by the founders and administrators of 
the said conimunities, as disobedient and refractory to 
the present regulation. This regulation was little needed ; 
before, as well as since its enactment, the English Do- 
minicans, Franciscans, Benedictines, regular canons, and 
all the other communities of their countrymen, observed 
the spirit of it but too faithfully. In the iokoice of their 
inmates they have evinced a partiality, the more shame* 
ful, as the houses for Benedictines and canons, where 
the Irish are now denied admittance, were intended by 
their founders to be asylums open to people of every 
nation indiscriminately. Vice was to be eradicated from 
amongst us, and the seeds of virtue sown. Our re^ 
formers have acted in a way diametrically opposite; 
they have deprived us of our virtues, and have implanted 
their vices amongst us, &o. Ssc^ ^, 



THE END. 
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